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�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���W�K�H���E�D�V�L�F���Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�L�U���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���Q�H�H�G
�W�R���W�K�U�L�Y�H���� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�����������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���D�J�H���R�I����
�O�L�Y�H���L�Q���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���W�Z�L�F�H���W�K�H���I�H�G�H�U�D�O���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\���O�H�Y�H�O���R�U
�O�H�V�V���� �7�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���&�H�Q�W�H�U���I�R�U���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���L�Q���3�R�Y�H�U�W�\�·�V
�,�P�S�U�R�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���2�G�G�V���I�R�U���<�R�X�Q�J���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���V�K�L�Q�H�V���D
�V�S�R�W�O�L�J�K�W���R�Q���V�W�D�W�H���Y�D�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���S�R�O�L�F�\���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R
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�V�W�D�W�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���R�I���&�R�O�X�P�E�L�D���D�O�R�Q�J�V�L�G�H���R�W�K�H�U
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�W�K�H���S�R�O�L�F�\���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H�L�U�������������K�H�D�O�W�K���D�Q�G���Q�X�W�U�L�W�L�R�Q��
���������H�D�U�O�\���F�D�U�H���D�Q�G���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G�����������S�D�U�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G
�H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V�����6�W�D�W�H���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F���S�U�R�I�L�O�H�V���D�U�H���D�O�V�R���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H��

�&�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���V�R�X�U�F�H���F�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���H�Q�G�Q�R�W�H�V���D�U�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���Z�L�W�K
�W�K�L�V���S�U�R�I�L�O�H�����)�R�U���H�D�V�\���U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�����W�K�H���\�H�D�U���R�I���W�K�H���G�D�W�D���D�S�S�H�D�U�V
�L�Q���E�U�D�F�N�H�W�V�����7�R���V�K�R�Z���W�K�H���U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���Y�D�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q���D�P�R�Q�J���V�W�D�W�H�V��
�V�R�P�H���J�U�D�S�K�V���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���K�L�J�K�H�V�W���D�Q�G���O�R�Z�H�V�W
�S�H�U�F�H�Q�W�D�J�H�V���D�O�R�Q�J�V�L�G�H���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�Y�H�U�D�J�H��

�,�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���D�Q�G���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���S�U�R�I�L�O�H�V�����W�K�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V��

�x �'�D�W�D���W�D�E�O�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�O�O�R�Z���I�R�U���F�R�P�S�D�U�L�V�R�Q�V���D�F�U�R�V�V���V�W�D�W�H�V���R�Q
�H�D�F�K���S�R�O�L�F�\���F�K�R�L�F�H

�x �$���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���U�H�S�R�U�W���V�X�P�P�D�U�L�]�L�Q�J���W�K�H���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���E�D�V�H���I�R�U
�S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���S�U�R�P�R�W�H���H�D�U�O�\���F�K�L�O�G�K�R�R�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G
�N�H�\���I�L�Q�G�L�Q�J�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���S�U�R�I�L�O�H�V��

Updated: June 16, 2009

Send updates on your state's profile to : ITO@nccp.org

Young children (under age 6)2: 24,774,389

Infants and toddlers (under age 3)2: 12,572,197

Young children by income, 20072

Above 
low income 

57% 

Less than 
100% FPL 

21% 

100-200% FPL 
22% 

Low 
income 
43% 

Young children by race/ethnicity, 20072

White 
54% 

Black 
14% 

Latino 
24% 

Asian 4% 
Bi/Multi-Racial 
3% 
Amer. Indian 
1% 

Exposure to multiple risk factors* among young children,
20073

0 Risks 
56% 

1-2 Risks 
34% 

3+ Risks 
10% 

* Risk factors include any combination of the following: single parent, 
living in poverty, linguistically isolated, parents have less than a high 
school education, and parents have no paid employment. 
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION

State Choices to Promote Access

44 states set the income eligibility limit for
public health insurance (Medicaid/SCHIP) at
or above 200 percent of the federal poverty
level for children ages birth to 5 [2009] 4

23 states set the income eligibility limit for
public health insurance (Medicaid/SCHIP) at
or above 200 percent of the federal poverty
level for pregnant women [2009] 4

11 states set the income eligibility limit for
public health insurance (Medicaid/SCHIP) at
or above 200 percent of the federal poverty
level for working parents [2009] 4

33 states provide temporary coverage to
pregnant women under Medicaid until
eligibility can be formally determined.
[2009] 4

13 states provide temporary coverage to
children under Medicaid or SCHIP until
eligibility can be formally determined.
[2009] 4

6 states include at-risk children in the
definition of eligibility for IDEA Part C.
[2006] 5

9 states supplement WIC funding. [2006] 6

State Choices to Promote Quality

10 states meet the national benchmark that
80% of children on Medicaid receive an
annual health screening under EPSDT*.
[2007] 7

34 states require newborn screening for
hearing deficiencies. [2008] 8

34 states require newborn screening for the
28 metabolic deficiencies/disorders
recommended by the March of Dimes.
[2008] 8

4 states use the Diagnostic Classification of
Mental Health and Development Disorders of
Infancy and Early Childhood (DC:0-3) when
seeking Medicaid reimbursement. [2006] 9

Young children who lack health insurance, 20072

20% 

Florida 

10% 

U.S. 

4% 

Massachusetts 
W. Virginia 

Medicaid births as a percentage of total births, 200210

67% 

New Mexico 

41% 

U.S. 

21% 

New 
Hampshire 

Young children, ages 3-5 years, on Medicaid receiving at
least one EPSDT* screen in a 12-month period, 200611

103% 

Delaware 

80% 

National 
Benchmark 

37% 

Wyoming 

* Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and 
Treatment (EPSDT) 

N A T I O N A L  C E N T E R  F O R  C H I L D R E N  I N  P O V E R T Y U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S t a t e  E a r l y  C h i l d h o o d  P r o f i l e
p a g e  2



EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION

State choices to promote access

20 states set the income eligibility limit for
child care subsidies at or above 200% FPL.
[2008] 12

10 states increased the child care subsidy
reimbursement rate within the last two years
to be at or above the 75th percentile of the
market rate. [2008] 13

22 states annually redetermine eligibility for
child care subsidies, which can promote
consistent caregiving relationships. [2008] 14

17 states supplement Early Head Start with
state or other federal funds. [2008] 15

43 states fund a pre-kindergarten program
and/or supplement Head Start. [2008] 16

State choices to promote quality

15 states require one adult for every 10
4-year-olds, and a maximum class size of 20
in child care centers. [2007] 17

8 states require one adult for every four
18-month-olds, and a maximum class size
of eight in child care centers. [2007] 17

22 states allocate state or federal funds for a
network of infant/toddler specialists that
provide assistance to child care providers.
[2009] 18

25 states have early learning standards or
developmental guidelines for infants and
toddlers. [2008] 19

22 states have an infant/toddler credential.
[2009] 18

23 states require through regulation that
infants and toddlers in child care centers be
assigned a consistent primary caregiver.
[2008] 20

Access to early childhood development programs, by
age*, 200621

83,173 

899,308 

Early Head Start 

Head Start 

935,087 State Pre-K 

299,848 

706,401 

Part C 

Part B 

505,062 

640,675 
CCDF Subsidized 

Child Care 

Birth through age 2 Ages 3 through 5 

Special Education 

Children 
<200% FPL 

5,447,135 

5,180,559 

(not to scale) 
* Eligibility criteria vary by program. Children enrolled in multiple 
programs are counted in each program, so numbers cannot be added 
together. The numbers of low-income children are included to give a 
sense of scale and provide a context for access information. Head Start 
numbers reflect actual enrollment, and child care subsidies funded from 
sources other than the Child Care and Development Fund are not 
included in this total. 

Fourth grade students testing proficient or better in
reading**, 200722

49% 

Massachusetts 

32% 

U.S. 

14% 

District of 
Columbia 

** According to the National Assessment of Educational 
Progress (NAEP). 
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PARENTING AND ECONOMIC SUPPORTS

State choices to promote effective parenting

7 states provide paid medical/maternity
leave. [2008] 23

26 states have a Medicaid family planning
waiver to extend coverage to low-income
women to increase the interval between
pregnancies. [2008] 24

27 states exempt single parents on TANF
from work requirements until the youngest
child reaches age 1. [2006] 25

24 states reduce the TANF work requirement
for single parents with children under age 6.
[2006] 26

46 states allow parents in school to qualify
for child care subsidies. [2005] 27

32 states operate a statewide home visiting
program. [2007] 28

18 states formally link home visiting
programs to supports for early childhood
development (e.g. Medicaid/SCHIP, early
intervention, and early childhood mental
health). [2007] 28

State choices to support family economic
security

24 states establish a state minimum wage
that exceeds the federal minimum wage.
[July 2008] 29

36 states exempt a single-parent family of
three below the poverty level from personal
income tax. [2007] 30

18 states offer a refundable state earned
income tax credit. [2008] 31

13 states offer a refundable state dependent
care tax credit. [2007] 32

16 states keep copayments for child care
subsidies below 10% of family income for
most families. [2008] 33

23 states allow families on TANF to receive
some or all of their child support payment
without reducing TANF cash assistance.
[2007] 34

Young children who are read to every day, 200735

69% 

Maine 

48% 

U.S. 

37% 

California 

Low-income young children with a parent employed
full-time, 20072

72% 

Idaho 

51% 

U.S. 

36% 

Massachusetts 

Young children with mothers who have a high school
eduction or less, 20072

55% 

Nevada 

42% 

U.S. 

22% 

New 
Hampshire 

This profile is a product of NCCPÕsImprovingtheOddsforYoungChildreninitiative. It is funded through NCCPÕs
participation in The Birth to Five Policy Alliance, sponsoredby the Buffett Early Childhood Fund. The
information representsthe most recent 50-statedata sourcesand will be updated with the releaseof new
data. See<www.nccp.org/improvingtheodds> for other state profiles.
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State policies that promote health, education,
and strong families can help the early
development and school readiness of America's
youngest citizens. This profile highlights
Alabama's policy choices alongside other
contextual data related to the well-being of
young children.

Trends36

�$�O�D�E�D�P�D���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���K�H�D�O�W�K���L�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q
�����������D�Q�G�������������I�R�U���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���L�Q���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���X�S���W�R��������
�S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���I�H�G�H�U�D�O���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\���O�H�Y�H�O�����E�X�W���P�R�V�W���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���L�Q
�W�K�R�V�H���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���D�U�H���Q�R�W���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H�����)�D�P�L�O�\���L�Q�F�R�P�H���P�X�V�W���E�H
�E�H�O�R�Z���������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���I�H�G�H�U�D�O���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\���O�H�Y�H�O���I�R�U���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J
�S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���W�R���T�X�D�O�L�I�\�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���O�R�Z�H�V�W���L�Q�F�R�P�H
�H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���O�H�Y�H�O�V���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����,�Q�F�R�P�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���I�R�U���F�K�L�O�G
�F�D�U�H���V�X�E�V�L�G�L�H�V���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���V�O�L�J�K�W�O�\�����E�X�W���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q������������
�H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�U�H���R�Q���D���Z�D�L�W�L�Q�J���O�L�V�W���W�R���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���D���V�X�E�V�L�G�\��
�7�K�H���Z�D�L�W�L�Q�J���O�L�V�W���K�D�V���J�U�R�Z�Q���V�L�Q�F�H���������������E�X�W���G�H�F�U�H�D�V�H�G
�V�O�L�J�K�W�O�\���L�Q���W�K�H���S�D�V�W���\�H�D�U�����)�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U���V�W�D�W�H���S�U�H�N�L�Q�G�H�U�J�D�U�W�H�Q
�K�D�V���J�U�R�Z�Q���V�O�L�J�K�W�O�\���V�L�Q�F�H���������������E�X�W���W�K�H���������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q
�L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���L�Q�������������V�H�U�Y�H�V���R�Q�O�\�������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���R�I�������\�H�D�U���R�O�G�V��

Updated: June 16, 2009

Send updates on your state's profile to : ITO@nccp.org

Young children (under age 6)2: 381,575

Infants and toddlers (under age 3)2: 192,391

Young children by income, 20072

Above 
low income 

55% 

Less than 
100% FPL 

25% 

100-200% FPL 
20% 

Low 
income 
45% 

Young children by race/ethnicity, 20072

White 
63% 

Black 
28% 

+"Other" represents all racial/ethnic groups with very small 
sample sizes 

Other 9%+ 

Exposure to multiple risk factors* among young children,
20073

0 Risks 
52% 

1-2 Risks 
36% 

3+ Risks 
12% 

* Risk factors include any combination of the following: single parent, 
living in poverty, linguistically isolated, parents have less than a high 
school education, and parents have no paid employment. 
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION

State Choices to Promote Access
Set the income eligibility limit for public health
insurance (Medicaid/SCHIP) at or above 200% of the
federal poverty level (FPL). [2009]4

Provide temporary coverage to pregnant
women under Medicaid until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2009] 4

Provide temporary coverage to children
under Medicaid or SCHIP until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2009] 4

Include at-risk children in the definition of
eligibility for IDEA Part C. [2006] 37

Supplement WIC funding. [2006] 6

State Choices to Promote Quality

Meet the national benchmark that 80% of
children on Medicaid receive an annual
health screening under EPSDT*. [2007]7

Require newborn screening for hearing
deficiencies. [2008] 8

Require newborn screening for the 28
metabolic deficiencies/disorders
recommended by the March of Dimes.
[2008] 8

27 universally required by Law or Rule

Use the Diagnostic Classification of Mental
Health and Development Disorders of
Infancy and Early Childhood (DC:0-3) when
seeking Medicaid reimbursement. [2006] 9

Young children who lack health insurance, 20072

10% 

U.S. 

7% 

Alabama 

Medicaid births as a percentage of total births, 200210

41% 

U.S. 

46% 

Alabama 

Children on Medicaid receiving care in a 12-month
period, by service and age, 200611

71% 

15% 

Ages 1 through 2 

59% 62% 

Ages 3 through 5 

Received at least 
1 EPSDT* screen 

Received any 
dental service 

* Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, 
and Treatment (EPSDT) 

Children <1 year
State eligibility set at 200% FPL (SCHIP)

Children ages 1-5 years
State eligibility set at 200% FPL (SCHIP)

Pregnant women
State eligibility set at 133% FPL

Working parent
State eligibility set at 25% FPL

Nonworking parent
State eligibility set at 11% FPL
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EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION

State choices to promote access

Set the income eligibility limit for child care
subsidies at or above 200% FPL. [2008] 12

A family of three was eligible up to
$22,320, or 127% FPL. This is an increase
from 122% FPL in 2007.

Increased the child care subsidy
reimbursement rate within the last two years
to be at or above the 75th percentile of the
market rate. [2008] 13

Annually redetermine eligibility for child
care subsidies, which can promote
consistent caregiving relationships. [2008] 14

Eligibility redetermined every six months.

Supplement Early Head Start with state or
other federal funds. [2008] 15

Fund a pre-kindergarten program and/or
supplement Head Start. [2008] 16

$10 million. This is an increase of $4.6
million from 2007.

State choices to promote quality

Require one adult for every 10 4-year-olds,
and a maximum class size of 20 in child
care centers. [2007] 17

Child care regulations require one adult for
every 18 children, and the maximum class
size is not regulated.

Require one adult for every four
18-month-olds, and a maximum class size of
eight in child care centers. [2007] 17

Child care regulations require one adult for
every 7 children, and the maximum class
size is not regulated.

Allocate state or federal funds for a network
of infant/toddler specialists that provide
assistance to child care providers. [2009]18

Have early learning standards or
developmental guidelines for infants and
toddlers. [2008] 19

Have an infant/toddler credential. [2009] 18

Require through regulation that infants and
toddlers in child care centers be assigned a
consistent primary caregiver. [2008]20

Access to early childhood development programs, by
age*, 200621

779 

17,166 

Early Head Start 

Head Start 

1,026 State Pre-K 

2,468 

8,026 

Part C 

Part B 

8,257 

9,958 
CCDF Subsidized 

Child Care 

Birth through age 2 Ages 3 through 5 

Special Education 

Children 
<200% FPL 

89,426 

82,701 

(not to scale) 
* Eligibility criteria vary by program. Children enrolled in multiple 
programs are counted in each program, so numbers cannot be added 
together. The numbers of low-income children are included to give a 
sense of scale and provide a context for access information. Head Start 
numbers reflect actual enrollment, and child care subsidies funded from 
sources other than the Child Care and Development Fund are not 
included in this total. 

Subsidized child care, by setting, 200538

46% 

40% 
12% 

3% 

Birth through 
age 2 

59% 

32% 

8% 1% 

Ages 3 
through 5 

Child's home 
Relative care 
Family home 
Center 

Fourth grade students testing proficient or better in
reading**, 200722

32% 

U.S. 

29% 

Alabama 

** According to the National Assessment 
of Educational Progress (NAEP). 
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PARENTING AND ECONOMIC SUPPORTS

State choices to promote effective parenting

Provide paid medical/maternity leave.
[2008] 39

Have a Medicaid family planning waiver to
extend coverage to low-income women to
increase the interval between pregnancies.
[2008] 24

Exempt single parents on TANF from work
requirements until the youngest child
reaches age 1. [2006] 25

Parents must return to work when child is 3
months.

Reduce the TANF work requirement for
single parents with children under age 6.
[2006] 26

Allow parents in school to qualify for child
care subsidies. [2005] 27

Operate a statewide home visiting program.
[2007] 28

Formally link home visiting programs to
supports for early childhood development
(e.g. Medicaid/SCHIP, early intervention,
and early childhood mental health). [2007] 28

State choices to support family economic
security

Establish a state minimum wage that
exceeds the federal minimum wage. [July
2008] 40

Exempt a single-parent family of three below
the poverty level from personal income tax.
[2007] 30

Up to 59%FPL

Offer a refundable state earned income tax
credit. [2008] 31

Offer a refundable state dependent care tax
credit. [2007] 32

Keep copayments for child care subsidies
below 10% of family income for most
families. [2008] 33

Allow families on TANF to receive some or
all of their child support payment without
reducing TANF cash assistance. [2007]34

No pass-through/disregard.

Young children who are read to every day, 200735

48% 

U.S. 

51% 

Alabama 

Low-income young children with a parent employed
full-time, 20072

51% 

U.S. 

49% 

Alabama 

Education levels of mothers with young children, 20072

16% 15% 

Less than 
high school 

26% 29% 

High school 

58% 56% 

Some 
college 
or more 

U.S. Alabama 

This profile is a product of NCCPÕsImprovingtheOddsforYoungChildreninitiative. It is funded through NCCPÕs
participation in The Birth to Five Policy Alliance, sponsoredby the Buffett Early Childhood Fund. The
information representsthe most recent 50-statedata sourcesand will be updated with the releaseof new
data. See<www.nccp.org/improvingtheodds> for other state profiles.
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State policies that promote health, education,
and strong families can help the early
development and school readiness of America's
youngest citizens. This profile highlights
Alaska's policy choices alongside other
contextual data related to the well-being of
young children.

Trends36

�$�O�D�V�N�D���L�V���R�Q�H���R�I���D���I�H�Z���V�W�D�W�H�V���Z�K�H�U�H���L�Q�F�R�P�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���I�R�U
�K�H�D�O�W�K���L�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H���G�H�F�O�L�Q�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���I�L�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V�����(�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\
�I�R�U���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���G�U�R�S�S�H�G���I�U�R�P�����������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���I�H�G�H�U�D�O
�S�R�Y�H�U�W�\���O�H�Y�H�O���L�Q�������������W�R�����������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���L�Q���������������$�O�D�V�N�D���K�D�V
�R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���O�R�Z�H�V�W���L�Q�F�R�P�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���O�H�Y�H�O�V���I�R�U���K�H�D�O�W�K
�L�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H�����E�X�W���L�Q�F�R�P�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���I�R�U���F�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H���V�X�E�V�L�G�L�H�V���L�V
�V�H�W���D�W���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���K�L�J�K�H�V�W���O�H�Y�H�O�V���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����)�D�P�L�O�L�H�V
�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���P�H�G�L�D�Q���L�Q�F�R�P�H���O�H�Y�H�O���T�X�D�O�L�I�\
�I�R�U���D���V�X�E�V�L�G�\�����$�O�D�V�N�D���L�V���R�Q�H���R�I���������V�W�D�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���G�R���Q�R�W���I�X�Q�G���D
�S�X�E�O�L�F���S�U�H�N�L�Q�G�H�U�J�D�U�W�H�Q���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�����E�X�W���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���G�R�H�V
�V�X�S�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W���W�K�H���+�H�D�G���6�W�D�U�W���S�U�R�J�U�D�P��

Updated: June 16, 2009

Send updates on your state's profile to : ITO@nccp.org

Young children (under age 6)2: 58,800

Infants and toddlers (under age 3)2: 28,613

Young children by income, 20072

Above 
low income 

63% 

Less than 
100% FPL 

13% 

100-200% FPL 
23% 

Low 
income 
37% 

Young children by race/ethnicity, 20072

White 
65% 

Bi/Multi-Racial 
14% 

+"Other" represents all racial/ethnic groups with very small 
sample sizes 

Other 8%+ 
Latino 7% 
Amer. Indian 
6% 

Exposure to multiple risk factors* among young children,
20073

0 Risks 
69% 

1-2 Risks 
25% 

3+ Risks 
6% 

* Risk factors include any combination of the following: single parent, 
living in poverty, linguistically isolated, parents have less than a high 
school education, and parents have no paid employment. 
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION

State Choices to Promote Access
Set the income eligibility limit for public health
insurance (Medicaid/SCHIP) at or above 200% of the
federal poverty level (FPL). [2009]4

Provide temporary coverage to pregnant
women under Medicaid until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2009] 4

Provide temporary coverage to children
under Medicaid or SCHIP until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2009] 4

Include at-risk children in the definition of
eligibility for IDEA Part C. [2006] 37

Supplement WIC funding. [2006] 6

State Choices to Promote Quality

Meet the national benchmark that 80% of
children on Medicaid receive an annual
health screening under EPSDT*. [2007]7

Require newborn screening for hearing
deficiencies. [2008] 8

Require newborn screening for the 28
metabolic deficiencies/disorders
recommended by the March of Dimes.
[2008] 8

Use the Diagnostic Classification of Mental
Health and Development Disorders of
Infancy and Early Childhood (DC:0-3) when
seeking Medicaid reimbursement. [2006] 9

Young children who lack health insurance, 20072

10% 

U.S. 

8% 

Alaska 

Medicaid births as a percentage of total births, 200210

41% 

U.S. 

54% 

Alaska 

Children on Medicaid receiving care in a 12-month
period, by service and age, 200611

58% 

12% 

Ages 1 through 2 

50% 
55% 

Ages 3 through 5 

Received at least 
1 EPSDT* screen 

Received any 
dental service 

* Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, 
and Treatment (EPSDT) 

Children <1 year
State eligibility set at 175% FPL

Children ages 1-5 years
State eligibility set at 175% FPL

Pregnant women
State eligibility set at 175% FPL

Working parent
State eligibility set at 85% FPL

Nonworking parent
State eligibility set at 80% FPL
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EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION

State choices to promote access

Set the income eligibility limit for child care
subsidies at or above 200% FPL. [2008] 12

A family of three was eligible up to
$46,243, or 210% FPL. This is a decline
from 215% FPL in 2007.

Increased the child care subsidy
reimbursement rate within the last two years
to be at or above the 75th percentile of the
market rate. [2008] 13

Annually redetermine eligibility for child
care subsidies, which can promote
consistent caregiving relationships. [2008] 14

Eligibility redetermined every six months.

Supplement Early Head Start with state or
other federal funds. [2008] 15

Fund a pre-kindergarten program and/or
supplement Head Start. [2008] 16

$6.1 million. This represents no change
from 2007.

State choices to promote quality

Require one adult for every 10 4-year-olds,
and a maximum class size of 20 in child
care centers. [2007] 17

Child care regulations require one adult for
every 10 children, and a maximum class
size of 20.

Require one adult for every four
18-month-olds, and a maximum class size of
eight in child care centers. [2007] 17

Child care regulations require one adult for
every 5 children, and a maximum class size
of 10.

Allocate state or federal funds for a network
of infant/toddler specialists that provide
assistance to child care providers. [2009]18

Have early learning standards or
developmental guidelines for infants and
toddlers. [2008] 19

Have an infant/toddler credential. [2009] 18

Require through regulation that infants and
toddlers in child care centers be assigned a
consistent primary caregiver. [2008]20

Access to early childhood development programs, by
age*, 200621

418 

3,158 

Early Head Start 

Head Start 

State Pre-K 

595 

1,987 

Part C 

Part B 

1,479 

1,831 
CCDF Subsidized 

Child Care 

Birth through age 2 Ages 3 through 5 

Special Education 

Children 
<200% FPL 

10,783 

10,701 

(not to scale) 
* Eligibility criteria vary by program. Children enrolled in multiple 
programs are counted in each program, so numbers cannot be added 
together. The numbers of low-income children are included to give a 
sense of scale and provide a context for access information. Head Start 
numbers reflect actual enrollment, and child care subsidies funded from 
sources other than the Child Care and Development Fund are not 
included in this total. 

Subsidized child care, by setting, 200538

88% 
12% 

Birth through 
age 2 

92% 

8% 1% 

Ages 3 
through 5 

Relative care 
Family home 
Center 

Fourth grade students testing proficient or better in
reading**, 200722

32% 

U.S. 

29% 

Alaska 

** According to the National Assessment 
of Educational Progress (NAEP). 
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PARENTING AND ECONOMIC SUPPORTS

State choices to promote effective parenting

Provide paid medical/maternity leave.
[2008] 39

Have a Medicaid family planning waiver to
extend coverage to low-income women to
increase the interval between pregnancies.
[2008] 24

Exempt single parents on TANF from work
requirements until the youngest child
reaches age 1. [2006] 25

The caretaker loses this exemption after
retaining it for 12 cumulative months, and
may be required to participate in
job-readiness activities during this time.

Reduce the TANF work requirement for
single parents with children under age 6.
[2006] 26

Allow parents in school to qualify for child
care subsidies. [2005] 27

Operate a statewide home visiting program.
[2007] 28

Formally link home visiting programs to
supports for early childhood development
(e.g. Medicaid/SCHIP, early intervention,
and early childhood mental health). [2007] 28

State choices to support family economic
security

Establish a state minimum wage that
exceeds the federal minimum wage. [July
2008] 40

$7.15

Exempt a single-parent family of three below
the poverty level from personal income tax.
[2007] 30

No state income tax.

Offer a refundable state earned income tax
credit. [2008] 31

Offer a refundable state dependent care tax
credit. [2007] 32

Keep copayments for child care subsidies
below 10% of family income for most
families. [2008] 33

Allow families on TANF to receive some or
all of their child support payment without
reducing TANF cash assistance. [2007]34

Up to $50 passed-through. Amount
disregarded for purposes of eligibility and
benefits.

Young children who are read to every day, 200735

48% 

U.S. 

49% 

Alaska 

Low-income young children with a parent employed
full-time, 20072

51% 

U.S. 

46% 

Alaska 

Education levels of mothers with young children, 20072

16% 7% 

Less than 
high school 

26% 
30% 

High school 

58% 
63% 

Some 
college 
or more 

U.S. Alaska 

This profile is a product of NCCPÕsImprovingtheOddsforYoungChildreninitiative. It is funded through NCCPÕs
participation in The Birth to Five Policy Alliance, sponsoredby the Buffett Early Childhood Fund. The
information representsthe most recent 50-statedata sourcesand will be updated with the releaseof new
data. See<www.nccp.org/improvingtheodds> for other state profiles.
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State policies that promote health, education,
and strong families can help the early
development and school readiness of America's
youngest citizens. This profile highlights
Arizona's policy choices alongside other
contextual data related to the well-being of
young children.

Recent Developments36

�,�Q���������������$�U�L�]�R�Q�D���Y�R�W�H�U�V���S�D�V�V�H�G���3�U�R�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�������������D�O�V�R
�N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���)�L�U�V�W���7�K�L�Q�J�V���)�L�U�V�W�����W�R���I�X�Q�G���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���H�D�U�O�\���F�K�L�O�G�K�R�R�G
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���K�H�D�O�W�K���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���D���Q�H�Z���������F�H�Q�W���W�D�[���R�Q
�W�R�E�D�F�F�R���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V�����7�K�H���Q�H�Z�O�\���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���$�U�L�]�R�Q�D���(�D�U�O�\
�&�K�L�O�G�K�R�R�G���'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���+�H�D�O�W�K���%�R�D�U�G���R�Y�H�U�V�H�H�V���W�K�H
�G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D�Q���H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�G�������������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�D�[���U�H�Y�H�Q�X�H�V
�H�D�F�K���\�H�D�U�����2�Q���0�D�U�F�K���������������������W�K�H���%�R�D�U�G���D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G���D�Q
�H�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�\���H�D�U�O�\���F�K�L�O�G�K�R�R�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���S�D�F�N�D�J�H���R�I���Q�H�D�U�O�\��������
�P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���W�R���N�H�H�S���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���V�D�I�H�����$�E�R�X�W
�K�D�O�I���R�I���W�K�H���I�X�Q�G�V���Z�L�O�O���H�[�S�D�Q�G���H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���I�R�U���F�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H
�V�X�E�V�L�G�L�H�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���K�D�O�I���Z�L�O�O���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���I�D�P�L�O�\���V�X�S�S�R�U�W
�S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�R�V�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���W�R���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W���D�E�X�V�H���D�Q�G
�Q�H�J�O�H�F�W��

Updated: June 16, 2009

Send updates on your state's profile to : ITO@nccp.org

Young children (under age 6)2: 554,523

Infants and toddlers (under age 3)2: 294,551

Young children by income, 20072

Above 
low income 

44% 

Less than 
100% FPL 

23% 

100-200% FPL 
32% 

Low 
income 
56% 

Young children by race/ethnicity, 20072

Latino 
50% White 

39% 

+"Other" represents all racial/ethnic groups with very small 
sample sizes 

Other 11%+ 

Exposure to multiple risk factors* among young children,
20073

0 Risks 
49% 

1-2 Risks 
37% 

3+ Risks 
17% 

* Risk factors include any combination of the following: single parent, 
living in poverty, linguistically isolated, parents have less than a high 
school education, and parents have no paid employment. 
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION

State Choices to Promote Access
Set the income eligibility limit for public health
insurance (Medicaid/SCHIP) at or above 200% of the
federal poverty level (FPL). [2009]4

Provide temporary coverage to pregnant
women under Medicaid until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2009] 4

Provide temporary coverage to children
under Medicaid or SCHIP until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2009] 4

Include at-risk children in the definition of
eligibility for IDEA Part C. [2006] 37

Supplement WIC funding. [2006] 6

State Choices to Promote Quality

Meet the national benchmark that 80% of
children on Medicaid receive an annual
health screening under EPSDT*. [2007]7

Require newborn screening for hearing
deficiencies. [2008] 8

Universally offered but not yet required

Require newborn screening for the 28
metabolic deficiencies/disorders
recommended by the March of Dimes.
[2008] 8

Use the Diagnostic Classification of Mental
Health and Development Disorders of
Infancy and Early Childhood (DC:0-3) when
seeking Medicaid reimbursement. [2006] 9

Young children who lack health insurance, 20072

10% 

U.S. 

15% 

Arizona 

Medicaid births as a percentage of total births, 200210

41% 

U.S. 

49% 

Arizona 

Children on Medicaid receiving care in a 12-month
period, by service and age, 200611

72% 

8% 

Ages 1 through 2 

59% 
53% 

Ages 3 through 5 

Received at least 
1 EPSDT* screen 

Received any 
dental service 

* Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, 
and Treatment (EPSDT) 

Children <1 year
State eligibility set at 200% FPL (SCHIP)

Children ages 1-5 years
State eligibility set at 200% FPL (SCHIP)

Pregnant women
State eligibility set at 150% FPL

Working parent
State eligibility set at 200% FPL

Nonworking parent
State eligibility set at 200% FPL
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EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION

State choices to promote access

Set the income eligibility limit for child care
subsidies at or above 200% FPL. [2008] 12

A family of three was eligible up to
$29,040 or 165% FPL. This is an increase
from 160% FPL in 2007.

Increased the child care subsidy
reimbursement rate within the last two years
to be at or above the 75th percentile of the
market rate. [2008] 13

Annually redetermine eligibility for child
care subsidies, which can promote
consistent caregiving relationships. [2008] 14

Supplement Early Head Start with state or
other federal funds. [2008] 15

Fund a pre-kindergarten program and/or
supplement Head Start. [2008] 16

$12.5 million. This is an increase of $.4
million from 2007.

State choices to promote quality

Require one adult for every 10 4-year-olds,
and a maximum class size of 20 in child
care centers. [2007] 17

Child care regulations require one adult for
every 15 children, and the maximum class
size is not regulated.

Require one adult for every four
18-month-olds, and a maximum class size of
eight in child care centers. [2007] 17

Child care regulations require one adult for
every 6 children, or two adults for every 13
children, and the maximum class size is not
regulated.

Allocate state or federal funds for a network
of infant/toddler specialists that provide
assistance to child care providers. [2009]18

Have early learning standards or
developmental guidelines for infants and
toddlers. [2008] 19

Have an infant/toddler credential. [2009] 18

Require through regulation that infants and
toddlers in child care centers be assigned a
consistent primary caregiver. [2008]20

Access to early childhood development programs, by
age*, 200621

1,691 

18,963 

Early Head Start 

Head Start 

5,339 State Pre-K 

5,299 

14,040 

Part C 

Part B 

8,999 

11,360 
CCDF Subsidized 

Child Care 

Birth through age 2 Ages 3 through 5 

Special Education 

Children 
<200% FPL 

162,962 

145,995 

(not to scale) 
* Eligibility criteria vary by program. Children enrolled in multiple 
programs are counted in each program, so numbers cannot be added 
together. The numbers of low-income children are included to give a 
sense of scale and provide a context for access information. Head Start 
numbers reflect actual enrollment, and child care subsidies funded from 
sources other than the Child Care and Development Fund are not 
included in this total. 

Subsidized child care, by setting, 200538

80% 

19% 
1% 

Birth through 
age 2 

81% 

19% 
1% 

Ages 3 
through 5 

Child's home 
Family home 
Center 

Fourth grade students testing proficient or better in
reading**, 200722

32% 

U.S. 

24% 

Arizona 

** According to the National Assessment 
of Educational Progress (NAEP). 
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PARENTING AND ECONOMIC SUPPORTS

State choices to promote effective parenting

Provide paid medical/maternity leave.
[2008] 39

Have a Medicaid family planning waiver to
extend coverage to low-income women to
increase the interval between pregnancies.
[2008] 24

Exempt single parents on TANF from work
requirements until the youngest child
reaches age 1. [2006] 25

No exemption

Reduce the TANF work requirement for
single parents with children under age 6.
[2006] 26

Allow parents in school to qualify for child
care subsidies. [2005] 27

Operate a statewide home visiting program.
[2007] 28

Formally link home visiting programs to
supports for early childhood development
(e.g. Medicaid/SCHIP, early intervention,
and early childhood mental health). [2007] 28

State choices to support family economic
security

Establish a state minimum wage that
exceeds the federal minimum wage. [July
2008] 40

$6.90

Exempt a single-parent family of three below
the poverty level from personal income tax.
[2007] 30

Up to 122%FPL

Offer a refundable state earned income tax
credit. [2008] 31

Offer a refundable state dependent care tax
credit. [2007] 32

Keep copayments for child care subsidies
below 10% of family income for most
families. [2008] 33

Allow families on TANF to receive some or
all of their child support payment without
reducing TANF cash assistance. [2007]34

No pass-through/disregard.

Young children who are read to every day, 200735

48% 

U.S. 

41% 

Arizona 

Low-income young children with a parent employed
full-time, 20072

51% 

U.S. 

63% 

Arizona 

Education levels of mothers with young children, 20072

16% 

29% 

Less than 
high school 

26% 24% 

High school 

58% 

47% 

Some 
college 
or more 

U.S. Arizona 

This profile is a product of NCCPÕsImprovingtheOddsforYoungChildreninitiative. It is funded through NCCPÕs
participation in The Birth to Five Policy Alliance, sponsoredby the Buffett Early Childhood Fund. The
information representsthe most recent 50-statedata sourcesand will be updated with the releaseof new
data. See<www.nccp.org/improvingtheodds> for other state profiles.
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State policies that promote health, education,
and strong families can help the early
development and school readiness of America's
youngest citizens. This profile highlights
Arkansas's policy choices alongside other
contextual data related to the well-being of
young children.

Trends36
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Recent Developments36
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Updated: June 16, 2009

Send updates on your state's profile to : ITO@nccp.org

Young children (under age 6)2: 219,407

Infants and toddlers (under age 3)2: 118,207

Young children by income, 20072

Above 
low income 

45% 

Less than 
100% FPL 

26% 

100-200% FPL 
29% 

Low 
income 
55% 

Young children by race/ethnicity, 20072

White 
67% 

Black 
21% 

+"Other" represents all racial/ethnic groups with very small 
sample sizes 

Latino 9% 
Other 3%+ 

Exposure to multiple risk factors* among young children,
20073

0 Risks 
52% 

1-2 Risks 
37% 

3+ Risks 
11% 

* Risk factors include any combination of the following: single parent, 
living in poverty, linguistically isolated, parents have less than a high 
school education, and parents have no paid employment. 
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION

State Choices to Promote Access
Set the income eligibility limit for public health
insurance (Medicaid/SCHIP) at or above 200% of the
federal poverty level (FPL). [2009]4

Provide temporary coverage to pregnant
women under Medicaid until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2009] 4

Provide temporary coverage to children
under Medicaid or SCHIP until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2009] 4

Include at-risk children in the definition of
eligibility for IDEA Part C. [2006] 37

Supplement WIC funding. [2006] 6

State Choices to Promote Quality

Meet the national benchmark that 80% of
children on Medicaid receive an annual
health screening under EPSDT*. [2007]7

Require newborn screening for hearing
deficiencies. [2008] 8

Require newborn screening for the 28
metabolic deficiencies/disorders
recommended by the March of Dimes.
[2008] 8

Use the Diagnostic Classification of Mental
Health and Development Disorders of
Infancy and Early Childhood (DC:0-3) when
seeking Medicaid reimbursement. [2006] 9

Young children who lack health insurance, 20072

10% 

U.S. 

7% 

Arkansas 

Medicaid births as a percentage of total births, 200210

41% 

U.S. 

53% 

Arkansas 

Children on Medicaid receiving care in a 12-month
period, by service and age, 200611

42% 

10% 

Ages 1 through 2 

57% 
62% 

Ages 3 through 5 

Received at least 
1 EPSDT* screen 

Received any 
dental service 

* Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, 
and Treatment (EPSDT) 

Children <1 year
State eligibility set at 200% FPL

Children ages 1-5 years
State eligibility set at 200% FPL

Pregnant women
State eligibility set at 200% FPL

Working parent
State eligibility set at 200% FPL

Nonworking parent
State eligibility set at 200% FPL
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EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION

State choices to promote access

Set the income eligibility limit for child care
subsidies at or above 200% FPL. [2008] 12

A family of three was eligible up to
$35,724, or 203% FPL. This is a decline
from 208% FPL in 2007.

Increased the child care subsidy
reimbursement rate within the last two years
to be at or above the 75th percentile of the
market rate. [2008] 13

Annually redetermine eligibility for child
care subsidies, which can promote
consistent caregiving relationships. [2008] 14

Eligibility redetermined every six months.

Supplement Early Head Start with state or
other federal funds. [2008] 15

Fund a pre-kindergarten program and/or
supplement Head Start. [2008] 16

$92.9 million. This is an increase of $34.1
million from 2007.

State choices to promote quality

Require one adult for every 10 4-year-olds,
and a maximum class size of 20 in child
care centers. [2007] 17

Child care regulations require one adult for
every 15 children, and a maximum class
size of 30.

Require one adult for every four
18-month-olds, and a maximum class size of
eight in child care centers. [2007] 17

Child care regulations require one adult for
every 9 children, and a maximum class size
of 18.

Allocate state or federal funds for a network
of infant/toddler specialists that provide
assistance to child care providers. [2009]18

Have early learning standards or
developmental guidelines for infants and
toddlers. [2008] 19

Have an infant/toddler credential. [2009] 18

Require through regulation that infants and
toddlers in child care centers be assigned a
consistent primary caregiver. [2008]20

Access to early childhood development programs, by
age*, 200621

871 

10,087 

Early Head Start 

Head Start 

11,139 State Pre-K 

3,217 

11,689 

Part C 

Part B 

3,050 

2,532 
CCDF Subsidized 

Child Care 

Birth through age 2 Ages 3 through 5 

Special Education 

Children 
<200% FPL 

65,411 

55,339 

(not to scale) 
* Eligibility criteria vary by program. Children enrolled in multiple 
programs are counted in each program, so numbers cannot be added 
together. The numbers of low-income children are included to give a 
sense of scale and provide a context for access information. Head Start 
numbers reflect actual enrollment, and child care subsidies funded from 
sources other than the Child Care and Development Fund are not 
included in this total. 

Subsidized child care, by setting, 200538

71% 

17% 
11% 
1% 

Birth through 
age 2 

76% 

13% 
11% 

Ages 3 
through 5 

Child's home 
Relative care 
Family home 
Center 

Fourth grade students testing proficient or better in
reading**, 200722

32% 

U.S. 

29% 

Arkansas 

** According to the National Assessment 
of Educational Progress (NAEP). 
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PARENTING AND ECONOMIC SUPPORTS

State choices to promote effective parenting

Provide paid medical/maternity leave.
[2008] 39

Have a Medicaid family planning waiver to
extend coverage to low-income women to
increase the interval between pregnancies.
[2008] 24

Exempt single parents on TANF from work
requirements until the youngest child
reaches age 1. [2006] 25

Parents must return to work when child is 3
months.

Reduce the TANF work requirement for
single parents with children under age 6.
[2006] 26

Allow parents in school to qualify for child
care subsidies. [2005] 27

Operate a statewide home visiting program.
[2007] 28

Formally link home visiting programs to
supports for early childhood development
(e.g. Medicaid/SCHIP, early intervention,
and early childhood mental health). [2007] 28

State choices to support family economic
security

Establish a state minimum wage that
exceeds the federal minimum wage. [July
2008] 40

$6.25 for employers of four or more
employees.

Exempt a single-parent family of three below
the poverty level from personal income tax.
[2007] 30

Up to 90%FPL

Offer a refundable state earned income tax
credit. [2008] 31

Offer a refundable state dependent care tax
credit. [2007] 32

Keep copayments for child care subsidies
below 10% of family income for most
families. [2008] 33

Allow families on TANF to receive some or
all of their child support payment without
reducing TANF cash assistance. [2007]34

No pass-through/disregard.

Young children who are read to every day, 200735

48% 

U.S. 

47% 

Arkansas 

Low-income young children with a parent employed
full-time, 20072

51% 

U.S. 

52% 

Arkansas 

Education levels of mothers with young children, 20072

16% 17% 

Less than 
high school 

26% 
31% 

High school 

58% 
52% 

Some 
college 
or more 

U.S. Arkansas 

This profile is a product of NCCPÕsImprovingtheOddsforYoungChildreninitiative. It is funded through NCCPÕs
participation in The Birth to Five Policy Alliance, sponsoredby the Buffett Early Childhood Fund. The
information representsthe most recent 50-statedata sourcesand will be updated with the releaseof new
data. See<www.nccp.org/improvingtheodds> for other state profiles.
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State policies that promote health, education,
and strong families can help the early
development and school readiness of America's
youngest citizens. This profile highlights
California's policy choices alongside other
contextual data related to the well-being of
young children.

Recent Developments36
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Updated: June 16, 2009

Send updates on your state's profile to : ITO@nccp.org

Young children (under age 6)2: 3,071,695

Infants and toddlers (under age 3)2: 1,568,159

Young children by income, 20072

Above 
low income 

55% 

Less than 
100% FPL 

21% 

100-200% FPL 
24% 

Low 
income 
45% 

Young children by race/ethnicity, 20072

White 
30% 

Latino 
51% 

+"Other" represents all racial/ethnic groups with very small 
sample sizes 

Black 7% 
Asian 10% 
Bi/Multi-Racial 
3% 
Other <1%+ 

Exposure to multiple risk factors* among young children,
20073

0 Risks 
51% 

1-2 Risks 
37% 

3+ Risks 
12% 

* Risk factors include any combination of the following: single parent, 
living in poverty, linguistically isolated, parents have less than a high 
school education, and parents have no paid employment. 
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION

State Choices to Promote Access
Set the income eligibility limit for public health
insurance (Medicaid/SCHIP) at or above 200% of the
federal poverty level (FPL). [2009]4

Provide temporary coverage to pregnant
women under Medicaid until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2009] 4

Provide temporary coverage to children
under Medicaid or SCHIP until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2009] 4

Include at-risk children in the definition of
eligibility for IDEA Part C. [2006] 37

2,527 infants and toddlers at risk for delay
due to biological factors were served in
2006.

Supplement WIC funding. [2006] 6

State Choices to Promote Quality

Meet the national benchmark that 80% of
children on Medicaid receive an annual
health screening under EPSDT*. [2007]7

Require newborn screening for hearing
deficiencies. [2008] 8

Offered to select populations or by request

Require newborn screening for the 28
metabolic deficiencies/disorders
recommended by the March of Dimes.
[2008] 8

Use the Diagnostic Classification of Mental
Health and Development Disorders of
Infancy and Early Childhood (DC:0-3) when
seeking Medicaid reimbursement. [2006] 9

Only in San Mateo county.

Young children who lack health insurance, 20072

10% 

U.S. 

10% 

California 

Medicaid births as a percentage of total births, 200210

41% 

U.S. 

45% 

California 

Children on Medicaid receiving care in a 12-month
period, by service and age, 200611

68% 

9% 

Ages 1 through 2 

62% 

47% 

Ages 3 through 5 

Received at least 
1 EPSDT* screen 

Received any 
dental service 

* Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, 
and Treatment (EPSDT) 

Children <1 year
State eligibility set at 250% FPL (SCHIP)

Children ages 1-5 years
State eligibility set at 250% FPL (SCHIP)

Pregnant women
State eligibility set at 200% FPL, with
additional state-financed coverage for
individuals who exceed this limit, up to
300% FPL.

Working parent
State eligibility set at 106% FPL

Nonworking parent
State eligibility set at 100% FPL
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EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION

State choices to promote access

Set the income eligibility limit for child care
subsidies at or above 200% FPL. [2008] 12

A family of three was eligible up to
$45,228, or 257% FPL. This is an increase
from 254% FPL in 2007.

Increased the child care subsidy
reimbursement rate within the last two years
to be at or above the 75th percentile of the
market rate. [2008] 13

Annually redetermine eligibility for child
care subsidies, which can promote
consistent caregiving relationships. [2008] 14

Supplement Early Head Start with state or
other federal funds. [2008] 15

Fund a pre-kindergarten program and/or
supplement Head Start. [2008] 16

$333.5 million. This is an increase of
$38.4 million from 2007.

State choices to promote quality

Require one adult for every 10 4-year-olds,
and a maximum class size of 20 in child
care centers. [2007] 17

Child care regulations require one adult for
every 12 children, and the maximum class
size is not regulated.

Require one adult for every four
18-month-olds, and a maximum class size of
eight in child care centers. [2007] 17

Child care regulations require one adult for
every 6 children, and a maximum class size
of 12.

Allocate state or federal funds for a network
of infant/toddler specialists that provide
assistance to child care providers. [2009]18

Have early learning standards or
developmental guidelines for infants and
toddlers. [2008] 19

under development

Have an infant/toddler credential. [2009] 18

Require through regulation that infants and
toddlers in child care centers be assigned a
consistent primary caregiver. [2008]20

Access to early childhood development programs, by
age*, 200621

11,456 

113,640 

Early Head Start 

Head Start 

79,621 State Pre-K 

34,343 

67,052 

Part C 

Part B 

35,313 

75,610 
CCDF Subsidized 

Child Care 

Birth through age 2 Ages 3 through 5 

Special Education 

Children 
<200% FPL 

714,536 

659,648 

(not to scale) 
* Eligibility criteria vary by program. Children enrolled in multiple 
programs are counted in each program, so numbers cannot be added 
together. The numbers of low-income children are included to give a 
sense of scale and provide a context for access information. Head Start 
numbers reflect actual enrollment, and child care subsidies funded from 
sources other than the Child Care and Development Fund are not 
included in this total. 

Subsidized child care, by setting, 200538

43% 

35% 

21% 
1% 

Birth through 
age 2 

69% 

18% 
11% 
1% 

Ages 3 
through 5 

Child's home 
Relative care 
Family home 
Center 

Fourth grade students testing proficient or better in
reading**, 200722

32% 

U.S. 

23% 

California 

** According to the National Assessment 
of Educational Progress (NAEP). 
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PARENTING AND ECONOMIC SUPPORTS

State choices to promote effective parenting

Provide paid medical/maternity leave.
[2008] 39

Working parents are eligible for partial wage
replacement to care for a newborn, newly
adopted child or foster care-placed child.

Have a Medicaid family planning waiver to
extend coverage to low-income women to
increase the interval between pregnancies.
[2008] 24

Exempt single parents on TANF from work
requirements until the youngest child
reaches age 1. [2006] 25

Recipients receive a one-time exemption for
up to 12 months, and a limited exemption
of six months for a second or subsequent
child.

Reduce the TANF work requirement for
single parents with children under age 6.
[2006] 26

Allow parents in school to qualify for child
care subsidies. [2005] 27

Operate a statewide home visiting program.
[2007] 28

Formally link home visiting programs to
supports for early childhood development
(e.g. Medicaid/SCHIP, early intervention,
and early childhood mental health). [2007] 28

State choices to support family economic
security

Establish a state minimum wage that
exceeds the federal minimum wage. [July
2008] 40

$8.00

Exempt a single-parent family of three below
the poverty level from personal income tax.
[2007] 30

Up to 264%FPL

Offer a refundable state earned income tax
credit. [2008] 31

Young children who are read to every day, 200735

48% 

U.S. 

37% 

California 

Low-income young children with a parent employed
full-time, 20072

51% 

U.S. 

54% 

California 

Education levels of mothers with young children, 20072

16% 

24% 

Less than 
high school 

26% 23% 

High school 

58% 
53% 

Some 
college 
or more 

U.S. California 

Offer a refundable state dependent care tax credit. [2007] 32

Keep copayments for child care subsidies below 10% of family income for most families. [2008] 33

Allow families on TANF to receive some or all of their child support payment without reducing TANF
cash assistance. [2007]34

Up to $50 passed through. Amount disregarded for purposes of eligibility and benefits. Pending
legislation (A.B. 176) would increase pass-through/disregard up to $100 for one child and $200 for two
or more children.

This profile is a product of NCCPÕsImprovingtheOddsforYoungChildreninitiative. It is funded through NCCPÕs
participation in The Birth to Five Policy Alliance, sponsoredby the Buffett Early Childhood Fund. The
information representsthe most recent 50-statedata sourcesand will be updated with the releaseof new
data. See<www.nccp.org/improvingtheodds> for other state profiles.
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State policies that promote health, education,
and strong families can help the early
development and school readiness of America's
youngest citizens. This profile highlights
Colorado's policy choices alongside other
contextual data related to the well-being of
young children.

Trends36
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Recent Developments36
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Updated: June 16, 2009

Send updates on your state's profile to : ITO@nccp.org

Young children (under age 6)2: 416,751

Infants and toddlers (under age 3)2: 192,285

Young children by income, 20072

Above 
low income 

63% 

Less than 
100% FPL 

16% 

100-200% FPL 
21% 

Low 
income 
37% 

Young children by race/ethnicity, 20072

White 
58% 

Latino 
31% 

+"Other" represents all racial/ethnic groups with very small 
sample sizes 

Black 5% 
Bi/Multi-Racial 
3% 
Other 2%+ 

Exposure to multiple risk factors* among young children,
20073

0 Risks 
63% 

1-2 Risks 
30% 

3+ Risks 
7% 

* Risk factors include any combination of the following: single parent, 
living in poverty, linguistically isolated, parents have less than a high 
school education, and parents have no paid employment. 
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION

State Choices to Promote Access
Set the income eligibility limit for public health
insurance (Medicaid/SCHIP) at or above 200% of the
federal poverty level (FPL). [2009]4

Provide temporary coverage to pregnant
women under Medicaid until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2009] 4

Provide temporary coverage to children
under Medicaid or SCHIP until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2009] 4

Include at-risk children in the definition of
eligibility for IDEA Part C. [2006] 37

Supplement WIC funding. [2006] 6

State Choices to Promote Quality

Meet the national benchmark that 80% of
children on Medicaid receive an annual
health screening under EPSDT*. [2007]7

Require newborn screening for hearing
deficiencies. [2008] 8

Require newborn screening for the 28
metabolic deficiencies/disorders
recommended by the March of Dimes.
[2008] 8

Use the Diagnostic Classification of Mental
Health and Development Disorders of
Infancy and Early Childhood (DC:0-3) when
seeking Medicaid reimbursement. [2006] 9

Young children who lack health insurance, 20072

10% 

U.S. 

16% 

Colorado 

Medicaid births as a percentage of total births, 200210

41% 

U.S. 

41% 

Colorado 

Children on Medicaid receiving care in a 12-month
period, by service and age, 200611

75% 

15% 

Ages 1 through 2 

58% 54% 

Ages 3 through 5 

Received at least 
1 EPSDT* screen 

Received any 
dental service 

* Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, 
and Treatment (EPSDT) 

Children <1 year
State eligibility set at 205% FPL (SCHIP)

Children ages 1-5 years
State eligibility set at 205% FPL (SCHIP)

Pregnant women
State eligibility set at 200% FPL

Working parent
State eligibility set at 66% FPL

Nonworking parent
State eligibility set at 60% FPL
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EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION

State choices to promote access

Set the income eligibility limit for child care
subsidies at or above 200% FPL. [2008] 12

A family of three was eligible up to
$22,320-$38,628, or 127%-219% FPL.
This reflects no change in the FPL
percentage from 2007.

Increased the child care subsidy
reimbursement rate within the last two years
to be at or above the 75th percentile of the
market rate. [2008] 13

Annually redetermine eligibility for child
care subsidies, which can promote
consistent caregiving relationships. [2008] 14

Eligibility redetermined every six months.

Supplement Early Head Start with state or
other federal funds. [2008] 15

Fund a pre-kindergarten program and/or
supplement Head Start. [2008] 16

$28.4 million. This is a decrease of $.5
million from 2007.

State choices to promote quality

Require one adult for every 10 4-year-olds,
and a maximum class size of 20 in child
care centers. [2007] 17

Child care regulations require one adult for
every 12 children, and a maximum class
size of 24.

Require one adult for every four
18-month-olds, and a maximum class size of
eight in child care centers. [2007] 17

Child care regulations require one adult for
every 5 children, and a maximum class size
of 10.

Allocate state or federal funds for a network
of infant/toddler specialists that provide
assistance to child care providers. [2009]18

Have early learning standards or
developmental guidelines for infants and
toddlers. [2008] 19

Have an infant/toddler credential. [2009] 18

Require through regulation that infants and
toddlers in child care centers be assigned a
consistent primary caregiver. [2008]20

Access to early childhood development programs, by
age*, 200621

1,275 

11,029 

Early Head Start 

Head Start 

10,859 State Pre-K 

3,951 

10,939 

Part C 

Part B 

5,136 

5,917 
CCDF Subsidized 

Child Care 

Birth through age 2 Ages 3 through 5 

Special Education 

Children 
<200% FPL 

67,972 

86,294 

(not to scale) 
* Eligibility criteria vary by program. Children enrolled in multiple 
programs are counted in each program, so numbers cannot be added 
together. The numbers of low-income children are included to give a 
sense of scale and provide a context for access information. Head Start 
numbers reflect actual enrollment, and child care subsidies funded from 
sources other than the Child Care and Development Fund are not 
included in this total. 

Subsidized child care, by setting, 200538

58% 

27% 

15% 
1% 

Birth through 
age 2 

66% 

22% 
11% 
1% 

Ages 3 
through 5 

Child's home 
Relative care 
Family home 
Center 

Fourth grade students testing proficient or better in
reading**, 200722

32% 

U.S. 

36% 

Colorado 

** According to the National Assessment 
of Educational Progress (NAEP). 
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PARENTING AND ECONOMIC SUPPORTS

State choices to promote effective parenting

Provide paid medical/maternity leave.
[2008] 39

Have a Medicaid family planning waiver to
extend coverage to low-income women to
increase the interval between pregnancies.
[2008] 24

Exempt single parents on TANF from work
requirements until the youngest child
reaches age 1. [2006] 25

Parents must return to work when child is
12 months. The exemption does not apply
to recipients who have received benefits for
24 or more cumulative months.

Reduce the TANF work requirement for
single parents with children under age 6.
[2006] 26

With children up to age 18.

Allow parents in school to qualify for child
care subsidies. [2005] 27

47 out of 64 counties allow it

Operate a statewide home visiting program.
[2007] 28

Formally link home visiting programs to
supports for early childhood development
(e.g. Medicaid/SCHIP, early intervention,
and early childhood mental health). [2007] 28

State choices to support family economic
security

Establish a state minimum wage that
exceeds the federal minimum wage. [July
2008] 40

$7.02

Exempt a single-parent family of three below
the poverty level from personal income tax.
[2007] 30

Up to 109%FPL

Offer a refundable state earned income tax
credit. [2008] 31

Offer a refundable state dependent care tax
credit. [2007] 32

Keep copayments for child care subsidies
below 10% of family income for most
families. [2008] 33

Allow families on TANF to receive some or
all of their child support payment without
reducing TANF cash assistance. [2007]34

No pass-through/disregard.

Young children who are read to every day, 200735

48% 

U.S. 

53% 

Colorado 

Low-income young children with a parent employed
full-time, 20072

51% 

U.S. 

61% 

Colorado 

Education levels of mothers with young children, 20072

16% 17% 

Less than 
high school 

26% 
21% 

High school 

58% 61% 

Some 
college 
or more 

U.S. Colorado 

This profile is a product of NCCPÕsImprovingtheOddsforYoungChildreninitiative. It is funded through NCCPÕs
participation in The Birth to Five Policy Alliance, sponsoredby the Buffett Early Childhood Fund. The
information representsthe most recent 50-statedata sourcesand will be updated with the releaseof new
data. See<www.nccp.org/improvingtheodds> for other state profiles.
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State policies that promote health, education,
and strong families can help the early
development and school readiness of America's
youngest citizens. This profile highlights
Connecticut's policy choices alongside other
contextual data related to the well-being of
young children.

Trends36
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Updated: June 16, 2009

Send updates on your state's profile to : ITO@nccp.org

Young children (under age 6)2: 259,589

Infants and toddlers (under age 3)2: 125,791

Young children by income, 20072

Above 
low income 

71% 

Less than 
100% FPL 

15% 

100-200% FPL 
14% 

Low 
income 
29% 

Young children by race/ethnicity, 20072

White 
65% 

Latino 
18% 

+"Other" represents all racial/ethnic groups with very small 
sample sizes 

Black 12% 
Other 6%+ 

Exposure to multiple risk factors* among young children,
20073

0 Risks 
67% 

1-2 Risks 
27% 

3+ Risks 
7% 

* Risk factors include any combination of the following: single parent, 
living in poverty, linguistically isolated, parents have less than a high 
school education, and parents have no paid employment. 
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION

State Choices to Promote Access
Set the income eligibility limit for public health
insurance (Medicaid/SCHIP) at or above 200% of the
federal poverty level (FPL). [2009]4

Provide temporary coverage to pregnant
women under Medicaid until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2009] 4

Provide temporary coverage to children
under Medicaid or SCHIP until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2009] 4

Include at-risk children in the definition of
eligibility for IDEA Part C. [2006] 37

Supplement WIC funding. [2006] 6

State Choices to Promote Quality

Meet the national benchmark that 80% of
children on Medicaid receive an annual
health screening under EPSDT*. [2007]7

Require newborn screening for hearing
deficiencies. [2008] 8

Require newborn screening for the 28
metabolic deficiencies/disorders
recommended by the March of Dimes.
[2008] 8

27 universally required by Law or Rule

Use the Diagnostic Classification of Mental
Health and Development Disorders of
Infancy and Early Childhood (DC:0-3) when
seeking Medicaid reimbursement. [2006] 9

Young children who lack health insurance, 20072

10% 

U.S. 

6% 

Connecticut 

Medicaid births as a percentage of total births, 200210

41% 

U.S. 

29% 

Connecticut 

Children on Medicaid receiving care in a 12-month
period, by service and age, 200611

80% 

9% 

Ages 1 through 2 

70% 

41% 

Ages 3 through 5 

Received at least 
1 EPSDT* screen 

Received any 
dental service 

* Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, 
and Treatment (EPSDT) 

Children <1 year
State eligibility set at 300% FPL (SCHIP)

Children ages 1-5 years
State eligibility set at 300% FPL (SCHIP)

Pregnant women
State eligibility set at 250% FPL

Working parent
State eligibility set at 300% FPL

Nonworking parent
State eligibility set at 300% FPL
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EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION

State choices to promote access

Set the income eligibility limit for child care
subsidies at or above 200% FPL. [2008] 12

A family of three was eligible up to
$38,726, or 220% FPL. This is an increase
from 218% FPL in 2007.

Increased the child care subsidy
reimbursement rate within the last two years
to be at or above the 75th percentile of the
market rate. [2008] 13

Annually redetermine eligibility for child
care subsidies, which can promote
consistent caregiving relationships. [2008] 14

Eligibility redetermined every six months.

Supplement Early Head Start with state or
other federal funds. [2008] 15

Fund a pre-kindergarten program and/or
supplement Head Start. [2008] 16

$68 million. This is a decrease of $2.3
million from 2007.

State choices to promote quality

Require one adult for every 10 4-year-olds,
and a maximum class size of 20 in child
care centers. [2007] 17

Child care regulations require one adult for
every 10 children, and a maximum class
size of 20.

Require one adult for every four
18-month-olds, and a maximum class size of
eight in child care centers. [2007] 17

Child care regulations require one adult for
every 4 children, and a maximum class size
of 8.

Allocate state or federal funds for a network
of infant/toddler specialists that provide
assistance to child care providers. [2009]18

Have early learning standards or
developmental guidelines for infants and
toddlers. [2008] 19

Have an infant/toddler credential. [2009] 18

Require through regulation that infants and
toddlers in child care centers be assigned a
consistent primary caregiver. [2008]20

Access to early childhood development programs, by
age*, 200621

599 

7,470 

Early Head Start 

Head Start 

7,232 State Pre-K 

4,018 

6,833 

Part C 

Part B 

2,810 

3,684 
CCDF Subsidized 

Child Care 

Birth through age 2 Ages 3 through 5 

Special Education 

Children 
<200% FPL 

36,540 

38,855 

(not to scale) 
* Eligibility criteria vary by program. Children enrolled in multiple 
programs are counted in each program, so numbers cannot be added 
together. The numbers of low-income children are included to give a 
sense of scale and provide a context for access information. Head Start 
numbers reflect actual enrollment, and child care subsidies funded from 
sources other than the Child Care and Development Fund are not 
included in this total. 

Subsidized child care, by setting, 200538

37% 

19% 

36% 

7% 

Birth through 
age 2 

54% 

13% 

29% 

5% 

Ages 3 
through 5 

Child's home 
Relative care 
Family home 
Center 

Fourth grade students testing proficient or better in
reading**, 200722

32% 

U.S. 

41% 

Connecticut 

** According to the National Assessment 
of Educational Progress (NAEP). 
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PARENTING AND ECONOMIC SUPPORTS

State choices to promote effective parenting

Provide paid medical/maternity leave.
[2008] 39

Have a Medicaid family planning waiver to
extend coverage to low-income women to
increase the interval between pregnancies.
[2008] 24

Exempt single parents on TANF from work
requirements until the youngest child
reaches age 1. [2006] 25

Parents must return to work when child is
12 months. The exemption only applies if
the child is not subject to a family cap.

Reduce the TANF work requirement for
single parents with children under age 6.
[2006] 26

Allow parents in school to qualify for child
care subsidies. [2005] 27

TANF recipients only

Operate a statewide home visiting program.
[2007] 28

Formally link home visiting programs to
supports for early childhood development
(e.g. Medicaid/SCHIP, early intervention,
and early childhood mental health). [2007] 28

State choices to support family economic
security

Establish a state minimum wage that
exceeds the federal minimum wage. [July
2008] 40

$7.65

Exempt a single-parent family of three below
the poverty level from personal income tax.
[2007] 30

Up to 116%FPL

Offer a refundable state earned income tax
credit. [2008] 31

Young children who are read to every day, 200735

48% 

U.S. 

60% 

Connecticut 

Low-income young children with a parent employed
full-time, 20072

51% 

U.S. 

46% 

Connecticut 

Education levels of mothers with young children, 20072

16% 
11% 

Less than 
high school 

26% 

16% 

High school 

58% 

73% 

Some 
college 
or more 

U.S. Connecticut 

Offer a refundable state dependent care tax credit. [2007] 32

Keep copayments for child care subsidies below 10% of family income for most families. [2008] 33

Allow families on TANF to receive some or all of their child support payment without reducing TANF
cash assistance. [2007]34

Up to $50 passed through. Amount disregarded for purposes of eligibility and benefits. Exception: If the
child support exceeds the TANF benefit by more than $50, the family receives the entire amount of
child support and the support is fully counted as i

This profile is a product of NCCPÕsImprovingtheOddsforYoungChildreninitiative. It is funded through NCCPÕs
participation in The Birth to Five Policy Alliance, sponsoredby the Buffett Early Childhood Fund. The
information representsthe most recent 50-statedata sourcesand will be updated with the releaseof new
data. See<www.nccp.org/improvingtheodds> for other state profiles.
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State policies that promote health, education,
and strong families can help the early
development and school readiness of America's
youngest citizens. This profile highlights
Delaware's policy choices alongside other
contextual data related to the well-being of
young children.

Trends36
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Young children (under age 6)2: 69,879

Infants and toddlers (under age 3)2: 33,293

Young children by income, 20072

Above 
low income 

62% 

Less than 
100% FPL 

17% 

100-200% FPL 
21% 

Low 
income 
38% 

Young children by race/ethnicity, 20072

White 
53% 

Black 
25% 

Latino 
14% 

+"Other" represents all racial/ethnic groups with very small 
sample sizes 

Other 9%+ 

Exposure to multiple risk factors* among young children,
20073

0 Risks 
59% 

1-2 Risks 
33% 

3+ Risks 
8% 

* Risk factors include any combination of the following: single parent, 
living in poverty, linguistically isolated, parents have less than a high 
school education, and parents have no paid employment. 
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION

State Choices to Promote Access
Set the income eligibility limit for public health
insurance (Medicaid/SCHIP) at or above 200% of the
federal poverty level (FPL). [2009]4

Provide temporary coverage to pregnant
women under Medicaid until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2009] 4

Provide temporary coverage to children
under Medicaid or SCHIP until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2009] 4

Include at-risk children in the definition of
eligibility for IDEA Part C. [2006] 37

Supplement WIC funding. [2006] 6

State Choices to Promote Quality

Meet the national benchmark that 80% of
children on Medicaid receive an annual
health screening under EPSDT*. [2007]7

Require newborn screening for hearing
deficiencies. [2008] 8

Require newborn screening for the 28
metabolic deficiencies/disorders
recommended by the March of Dimes.
[2008] 8

Use the Diagnostic Classification of Mental
Health and Development Disorders of
Infancy and Early Childhood (DC:0-3) when
seeking Medicaid reimbursement. [2006] 9

Young children who lack health insurance, 20072

10% 

U.S. 

10% 

Delaware 

Medicaid births as a percentage of total births, 200210

41% 

U.S. 

46% 

Delaware 

Children on Medicaid receiving care in a 12-month
period, by service and age, 200611

78% 

4% 

Ages 1 through 2 

103% 

65% 

Ages 3 through 5 

Received at least 
1 EPSDT* screen 

Received any 
dental service 

* Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, 
and Treatment (EPSDT) 

Children <1 year
State eligibility set at 200% FPL

Children ages 1-5 years
State eligibility set at 200% FPL

Pregnant women
State eligibility set at 200% FPL

Working parent
State eligibility set at 121%

Nonworking parent
State eligibility set at 100% FPL
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EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION

State choices to promote access

Set the income eligibility limit for child care
subsidies at or above 200% FPL. [2008] 12

A family of three was eligible up to
$35,200, or 200% FPL. This reflects no
change in the FPL percentage from 2007.

Increased the child care subsidy
reimbursement rate within the last two years
to be at or above the 75th percentile of the
market rate. [2008] 13

Annually redetermine eligibility for child
care subsidies, which can promote
consistent caregiving relationships. [2008] 14

Eligibility redetermined every six months.

Supplement Early Head Start with state or
other federal funds. [2008] 15

Fund a pre-kindergarten program and/or
supplement Head Start. [2008] 16

$11.5 million. This is an increase of $.08
million from 2007.

State choices to promote quality

Require one adult for every 10 4-year-olds,
and a maximum class size of 20 in child
care centers. [2007] 17

Child care regulations require one adult for
every 12 children, and the maximum class
size is not regulated.

Require one adult for every four
18-month-olds, and a maximum class size of
eight in child care centers. [2007] 17

Child care regulations require one adult for
every 6 children, and the maximum class
size is not regulated.

Allocate state or federal funds for a network
of infant/toddler specialists that provide
assistance to child care providers. [2009]18

Have early learning standards or
developmental guidelines for infants and
toddlers. [2008] 19

Have an infant/toddler credential. [2009] 18

Require through regulation that infants and
toddlers in child care centers be assigned a
consistent primary caregiver. [2008]20

Access to early childhood development programs, by
age*, 200621

267 

2,076 

Early Head Start 

Head Start 

843 State Pre-K 

908 

2,213 

Part C 

Part B 

2,417 

2,597 
CCDF Subsidized 

Child Care 

Birth through age 2 Ages 3 through 5 

Special Education 

Children 
<200% FPL 

13,432 

13,421 

(not to scale) 
* Eligibility criteria vary by program. Children enrolled in multiple 
programs are counted in each program, so numbers cannot be added 
together. The numbers of low-income children are included to give a 
sense of scale and provide a context for access information. Head Start 
numbers reflect actual enrollment, and child care subsidies funded from 
sources other than the Child Care and Development Fund are not 
included in this total. 

Subsidized child care, by setting, 200538

92% 

7% 1% 

Birth through 
age 2 

97% 

2% 

Ages 3 
through 5 

Relative care 
Family home 
Center 

Fourth grade students testing proficient or better in
reading**, 200722

32% 

U.S. 

34% 

Delaware 

** According to the National Assessment 
of Educational Progress (NAEP). 
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PARENTING AND ECONOMIC SUPPORTS

State choices to promote effective parenting

Provide paid medical/maternity leave.
[2008] 39

Have a Medicaid family planning waiver to
extend coverage to low-income women to
increase the interval between pregnancies.
[2008] 24

Exempt single parents on TANF from work
requirements until the youngest child
reaches age 1. [2006] 25

Parents must return to work when child is
13 weeks.

Reduce the TANF work requirement for
single parents with children under age 6.
[2006] 26

Allow parents in school to qualify for child
care subsidies. [2005] 27

TANF and Food Stamp recipients only

Operate a statewide home visiting program.
[2007] 28

2 statewide programs

Formally link home visiting programs to
supports for early childhood development
(e.g. Medicaid/SCHIP, early intervention,
and early childhood mental health). [2007] 28

State choices to support family economic
security

Establish a state minimum wage that
exceeds the federal minimum wage. [July
2008] 40

$7.15

Exempt a single-parent family of three below
the poverty level from personal income tax.
[2007] 30

Up to 154%FPL

Offer a refundable state earned income tax
credit. [2008] 31

State credit is not refundable

Young children who are read to every day, 200735

48% 

U.S. 

51% 

Delaware 

Low-income young children with a parent employed
full-time, 20072

51% 

U.S. 

58% 

Delaware 

Education levels of mothers with young children, 20072

16% 15% 

Less than 
high school 

26% 28% 

High school 

58% 57% 

Some 
college 
or more 

U.S. Delaware 

Offer a refundable state dependent care tax credit. [2007] 32

Keep copayments for child care subsidies below 10% of family income for most families. [2008] 33

Allow families on TANF to receive some or all of their child support payment without reducing TANF
cash assistance. [2007]34

Up to $50 passed-through. Amount disregarded for purposes of eligibility and benefits. State also uses
fill-the-gap budgeting.

This profile is a product of NCCPÕsImprovingtheOddsforYoungChildreninitiative. It is funded through NCCPÕs
participation in The Birth to Five Policy Alliance, sponsoredby the Buffett Early Childhood Fund. The
information representsthe most recent 50-statedata sourcesand will be updated with the releaseof new
data. See<www.nccp.org/improvingtheodds> for other state profiles.
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