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Young children (under age 6)2: 25,345,584

Young children by income, 20092
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100% FPL 

24% 
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22% 

Low 
income 
46% 

Among young low-income children, 10% live in extreme poverty 
(less than 50% FPL). 

Young children by race/ethnicity, 20092
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Asian 5% 
Bi/Multi-Racial 4% 
Amer. Indian <1% 

Exposure to multiple risk factors* among young children,
20093

1-2 Risks 
41% 

0 Risks 
34% 

3+ Risks 
25% 

* Risk factors include any combination of the following: single parent, 
living in poverty, linguistically isolated, parents have less than a high 
school education, and parents have no paid employment. 
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION

State Choices to Promote Access

47 states set the income eligibility limit for
public health insurance (Medicaid/SCHIP) at
or above 200 percent of the federal poverty
level for children ages birth to 5 [2010] 4

23 states set the income eligibility limit for
public health insurance (Medicaid/SCHIP) at
or above 200 percent of the federal poverty
level for pregnant women [2010] 4

12 states set the income eligibility limit for
public health insurance (Medicaid/SCHIP) at
or above 200 percent of the federal poverty
level for immigrant children 0-1yr [2010] 4

6 states set the income eligibility limit for
public health insurance (Medicaid/SCHIP) at
or above 200 percent of the federal poverty
level for immigrant children 3-5yrs [2010] 4

18 states set the income eligibility limit for
public health insurance (Medicaid/SCHIP) at
or above 200 percent of the federal poverty
level for immigrant pregnant women [2010] 4

21 states provide lawfully residing immigrant
children with Medicaid/CHIP coverage
without 5-year waiting period [2010] 5

17 states provide lawfully residing pregnant
immigrant women with Medicaid/CHIP
coverage without 5-year waiting period
[2010] 5

32 states provide temporary coverage to
pregnant women under Medicaid until
eligibility can be formally determined.
[2010] 4

17 states provide temporary coverage to
children under Medicaid or CHIP until
eligibility can be formally determined.
[2010] 4

13 states include at-risk children in the
definition of eligibility for IDEA Part C.
[2009] 6

32 states do not require redetermination of
eligibility for Medicaid/CHIP more than once
a year [2010] 4

Young children who lack health insurance, 20092
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Percent of low-income children with a medical home, by
insurance type, 20077
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION

State Choices to Promote Quality
EPSDT screening periodicity schedule meets recommendations of American Academy of Pediatrics [FY 2009]8

32 states require newborn screening for the 29 metabolic deficiencies/disorders recommended by
the March of Dimes [2011] 9

EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION

State choices to promote access

21 states set the income eligibility limit for child care subsidies at or above 200% FPL. [2010] 10

6 states child care subsidy reimbursement rate meets the recommended 75th percentile of the
market rate for two consecutive years [2010]11

25 states redetermine the eligibility for child care subsidies no more than once per year [2010]11

17 states supplement Early Head Start with state or other federal funds. [2008]12

40 states fund a pre-kindergarten program and/or supplement Head Start. [2010]13

State choices to promote quality

1 state requires one adult for every 8 4-year-olds, and a maximum class size of 16 in child care
centers. [2008] 14

8 states require one adult for every four 18-month-olds, and a maximum class size of eight in
child care centers. [2008] 14

27 states allocate state or federal funds for a network of infant/toddler specialists that provide
assistance to child care providers. [2010]15

33 states have early learning standards or developmental guidelines for infants and toddlers.
[2010] 16

21 states have an infant/toddler credential. [2010] 17

23 states require through regulation that infants and toddlers in child care centers be assigned a
consistent primary caregiver. [2008]14

20 states have implemented a statewide Quality Rating Improvement System (QRIS) [2010]18

8 states 7 Screenings for children <1 year

40 states 4 Screenings for children 1-2 years

50 states 3 Screenings for children 3-5 years
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PARENTING AND ECONOMIC SUPPORTS

State choices to promote effective parenting

28 states provide option to extend Medicaid
coverage for family planning to otherwise
ineligible low-income women [2011] 19

25 states exempt single parents on TANF
from work requirements until the youngest
child reaches age 1. [2009] 20

29 states reduce the TANF work requirement
to 20 hours or less for single parents with
children under age 6 [2009] 21

32 states operate a statewide home visiting
program. [2007] 22

State choices to support family economic
security

18 states establish a state minimum wage
that exceeds the federal minimum wage
($7.25/hr). [2011] 23

40 states exempt single-parent families of
three below the poverty level from personal
income tax. [2009] 24

20 states offer a refundable state Earned
Income Tax Credit. [2010] 25

13 states offer a refundable state dependent
care tax credit. [2011] 26

32 states keep copayments for child care
subsidies below 10% of family income for
families of three at 150% FPL [2010] 27

26 states allow families on TANF to receive
some or all of their child support payment
without reducing TANF cash assistance.
[2009] 28

10 states offer exemptions and/or extensions
of the TANF benefit time limit for women
who are pregnant or caring for a child under
age 6. [2009] 21

Low-income young children with a parent employed
full-time, 20092

63% 

Utah 

43% 

U.S. 

29% 

Alaska 

Young children with mothers who have a high school
eduction or less, 20092

46% 

Nevada 
Texas 

40% 

U.S. 

17% 

North Dakota 

Maximum annual TANF benefit for a family of 3, 200921

$11076 

Alaska 
<1% 
U.S. 

$2040 

Mississippi 

This profile is a product of NCCPÕsImprovingtheOddsforYoungChildreninitiative. It is funded through NCCPÕs
participation in The Birth to Five Policy Alliance, sponsoredby the Buffett Early Childhood Fund. The
information representsthe most recent 50-statedata sourcesand will be updated with the releaseof new
data. See<www.nccp.org/improvingtheodds> for other state profiles.
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State policies that promote health, education,
and strong families can help the early
development and school readiness of America's
youngest citizens. This profile highlights
Alabama's policy choices alongside other data
related to the well-being of young children.

Health and Nutrition
�6�W�D�W�H�V���F�D�Q���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���E�\
�P�D�N�L�Q�J���N�H�\���S�R�O�L�F�\���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���L�Q���H�D�U�O�\���K�H�D�O�W�K���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W��
�7�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���,�7�2���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V���V�W�D�W�H�V�
���S�R�O�L�F�\���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���I�R�U
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���Z�H�O�O�E�H�L�Q�J�����������$�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���D�Q�G
�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�W�\���R�I���K�H�D�O�W�K���F�D�U�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�W�D�W�H���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���&�+�,�3
�H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���O�H�Y�H�O�V���D�Q�G���F�R�Y�H�U�D�J�H���R�I���O�H�J�D�O���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q��������
�3�D�U�H�Q�W�V�
���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���K�H�D�O�W�K���F�D�U�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U���O�R�Z���L�Q�F�R�P�H
�S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�W���Z�R�P�H�Q�����D�Q�G���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���D���P�H�G�L�F�D�O���K�R�P�H���I�R�U���\�R�X�Q�J
�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���������3�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�Y�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W��
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���D�G�K�H�U�H�Q�F�H���W�R���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�V���I�R�U
�Z�H�O�O���F�K�L�O�G���Y�L�V�L�W�V��

Early Care and Education
�6�W�D�W�H�V���P�D�N�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�\���F�D�U�H���D�Q�G
�H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���W�K�H�\���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���W�R���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�Q�G
�I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�����7�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���,�7�2���K�L�J�O�L�J�K�W�V���V�W�D�W�H�V�
���N�H�\���S�R�O�L�F�\
�F�K�R�L�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�I�I�H�F�W���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V�

�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���Z�R�U�N�����������$�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���F�K�L�O�G�F�D�U�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�X�E�V�L�G�\
�H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���O�H�Y�H�O�V���D�Q�G���U�H�L�P�E�X�U�V�H�P�H�Q�W���U�D�W�H�V�����D�Q�G���������6�W�D�W�H�V�

�L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���+�H�D�G���6�W�D�U�W�����(�D�U�O�\���+�H�D�G���6�W�D�U�W��
�S�U�H���N�L�Q�G�H�U�J�D�U�W�H�Q�����F�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H���F�H�Q�W�H�U�V�
���F�O�D�V�V���V�L�]�H���D�Q�G
�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���U�D�W�L�R�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���L�Q�I�D�Q�W���W�R�G�G�O�H�U
�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�W���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�V���D�Q�G���F�U�H�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O�V���D�Q�G���4�X�D�O�L�W�\���5�D�W�L�Q�J
�,�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���6�\�V�W�H�P�V��

Parenting and Economic Supports
�6�W�D�W�H�V���P�D�N�H���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���S�R�O�L�F�\���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���K�H�O�S���O�R�Z���L�Q�F�R�P�H
�S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���K�H�D�O�W�K�\
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�����7�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���,�7�2���V�S�R�W�O�L�J�K�W�V���V�W�D�W�H�V�
���S�R�O�L�F�\
�F�K�R�L�F�H�V���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���I�R�U
�O�R�Z���L�Q�F�R�P�H���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����������7�$�1�)
�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���R�I���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���������,�Q�F�R�P�H
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�D�[���U�H�O�L�H�I�����H�D�U�Q�H�G���L�Q�F�R�P�H���D�Q�G
�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���F�D�U�H���W�D�[���F�U�H�G�L�W�V�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���F�K�L�O�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W
�G�L�V�U�H�J�D�U�G�V��

Updated: September 26, 2011

Young children (under age 6)2: 368,050

Young children by income, 20092

Above 
low income 

47% 

Less than 
100% FPL 

28% 

100-200% FPL 
25% 

Low 
income 
53% 

Among young low-income children, 13% live in extreme poverty 
(less than 50% FPL). 

Young children by race/ethnicity, 20092

White 
59% 

Black 
29% 

+"Other" represents all racial/ethnic groups with very small 
sample sizes 

Other 10%+ 
Bi/Multi-Racial 3% 

Exposure to multiple risk factors* among young children,
20093

1-2 Risks 
44% 

0 Risks 
29% 

3+ Risks 
27% 

* Risk factors include any combination of the following: single parent, 
living in poverty, linguistically isolated, parents have less than a high 
school education, and parents have no paid employment. 
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION

State Choices to Promote Access
Income eligibility limit for public health insurance
(Medicaid/CHIP) at or above 200% of the federal
poverty level (FPL). [2010] 4

Provide lawfully residing immigrant children
with Medicaid/CHIP coverage without 5-year
waiting period [2010] 5

Provide lawfully residing pregnant immigrant
women with Medicaid/CHIP coverage without
5-year waiting period [2010] 5

Provide temporary coverage to pregnant
women under Medicaid until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2010] 4

Provide temporary coverage to children
under Medicaid or CHIP until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2010] 4

Include at-risk children in the definition of
eligibility for IDEA Part C. [2009] 6

Do not require redetermination of eligibility
for Medicaid/CHIP more than once a year
[2010] 4

�7�U�X�H���I�R�U���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���D�Q�G���&�+�,�3

Young children who lack health insurance, 20092

10% 

U.S. 

13% 

Alabama 

Percent of eligible children who received at least one
EPSDT* screening, by age, 200829

80% 

Under 1 Year 

77% 

1 to 2 Years 

62% 

3 to 5 Years 

* Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and 
Treatment (EPSDT) 

Percent of low-income children with a medical home, by
insurance type, 20077

68% 

Public health 
insurance 

26% 

Private 
health 

insurance 

5% 

No health 
insurance 

Children <1 year
�6�W�D�W�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���V�H�W���D�W�������������)�3�/�����6�H�S�D�U�D�W�H
�6�W�D�W�H���&�+�,�3���3�U�R�J�U�D�P��

Children ages 1-5 years
�6�W�D�W�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���V�H�W���D�W�������������)�3�/�����6�H�S�D�U�D�W�H
�6�W�D�W�H���&�+�,�3���3�U�R�J�U�D�P��

Pregnant women
�6�W�D�W�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���V�H�W���D�W�������������)�3�/
���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G��

Immigrant children <1 year

Immigrant children 1-5 years

Immigrant pregnant women
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION

State Choices to Promote Quality
EPSDT screening periodicity schedule meets recommendations of American Academy of Pediatrics [FY 2009]8

Require newborn screening for the 29 metabolic deficiencies/disorders recommended by the March
of Dimes [2011] 9

EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION

State choices to promote access

Set the income eligibility limit for child care
subsidies at or above 200% FPL. [2010] 10

�$���I�D�P�L�O�\���R�I���W�K�U�H�H���L�V���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���X�S���W�R������������������
�R�U�������������)�3�/�����7�K�L�V���L�V���D�Q���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���I�U�R�P
�����������)�3�/���L�Q������������

Child care subsidy reimbursement rate
meets the recommended 75th percentile of
the market rate for two consecutive years
[2010] 11

Redetermine the eligibility for child care
subsidies no more than once per year
[2010] 11

�(�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���U�H�G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G���H�Y�H�U�\���V�L�[���P�R�Q�W�K�V��

Supplement Early Head Start with state or
other federal funds. [2008] 12

Fund a pre-kindergarten program and/or
supplement Head Start. [2010] 13

�������������������������I�R�U���S�U�H���N�L�Q�G�H�U�J�D�U�W�H�Q

Monthly child care co-payment fees as a percent of
income for a family of three with one child in care,
201030

5% 

100% FPL 

9% 

150% FPL 

State choices to promote quality

Require one adult for every 8 4-year-olds, and a maximum class size of 16 in child care centers.
[2008] 14

�&�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���R�Q�H���D�G�X�O�W���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\���������F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���P�D�[�L�P�X�P���F�O�D�V�V���V�L�]�H���L�V���Q�R�W
�U�H�J�X�O�D�W�H�G��

Require one adult for every four 18-month-olds, and a maximum class size of eight in child care
centers. [2008] 14

�&�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���R�Q�H���D�G�X�O�W���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\�������F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���P�D�[�L�P�X�P���F�O�D�V�V���V�L�]�H���L�V���Q�R�W
�U�H�J�X�O�D�W�H�G��

Allocate state or federal funds for a network of infant/toddler specialists that provide assistance to
child care providers. [2010] 15

Have early learning standards or developmental guidelines for infants and toddlers. [2010]16

Have an infant/toddler credential. [2010] 17

Require through regulation that infants and toddlers in child care centers be assigned a consistent
primary caregiver. [2008] 14

Have implemented a statewide Quality Rating Improvement System (QRIS) [2010]18

7 Screenings for children <1 year
�6�W�D�W�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V�������V�F�U�H�H�Q�V�������������R�I���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���L�Q������������

4 Screenings for children 1-2 years
�6�W�D�W�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V�������V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���������������R�I���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���L�Q������������

3 Screenings for children 3-5 years
�6�W�D�W�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V�������V�F�U�H�H�Q�V�������������R�I���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���L�Q������������
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PARENTING AND ECONOMIC SUPPORTS

State choices to promote effective parenting

Provide option to extend Medicaid coverage
for family planning to otherwise ineligible
low-income women [2011] 19

�(�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���L�Q�F�R�P�H���X�S���W�R����������
�)�3�/��

Exempt single parents on TANF from work
requirements until the youngest child
reaches age 1. [2009] 20

�3�D�U�H�Q�W���P�X�V�W���U�H�W�X�U�Q���W�R���Z�R�U�N���Z�K�H�Q���F�K�L�O�G���L�V����
�P�R�Q�W�K�V��

Reduce the TANF work requirement to 20
hours or less for single parents with children
under age 6 [2009] 21

�5�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���W�R���Z�R�U�N���������K�R�X�U�V

Operate a statewide home visiting program.
[2007] 22

State choices to support family economic
security

Establish a state minimum wage that
exceeds the federal minimum wage
($7.25/hr). [2011] 23

�1�R���6�W�D�W�H���P�L�Q�L�P�X�P���Z�D�J�H

Exempt single-parent families of three below
the poverty level from personal income tax.
[2009] 24

�8�S���W�R�����������)�3�/

Offer a refundable state Earned Income Tax
Credit. [2010] 25

Offer a refundable state dependent care tax
credit. [2011] 26

�$�/���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���K�D�Y�H���D���&�K�L�O�G���D�Q�G���'�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W
�&�D�U�H���7�D�[���F�U�H�G�L�W��

Keep copayments for child care subsidies
below 10% of family income for families of
three at 150% FPL [2010] 27

Allow families on TANF to receive some or
all of their child support payment without
reducing TANF cash assistance. [2009]28

Offer exemptions and/or extensions of the
TANF benefit time limit for women who are
pregnant or caring for a child under age 6.
[2009] 21

Low-income young children with a parent employed
full-time, 20092

43% 

U.S. 

43% 

Alabama 

Education levels of mothers with young children, 20092

15% 16% 

Less than 
high school 

25% 25% 

High school 

60% 59% 

Some 
college 
or more 

U.S. Alabama 

Maximum annual TANF benefit for a family of 3, 200921

$11076 

Alaska 

$2580 

Alabama 

$2040 

Mississippi 

This profile is a product of NCCPÕsImprovingtheOddsforYoungChildreninitiative. It is funded through NCCPÕs
participation in The Birth to Five Policy Alliance, sponsoredby the Buffett Early Childhood Fund. The
information representsthe most recent 50-statedata sourcesand will be updated with the releaseof new
data. See<www.nccp.org/improvingtheodds> for other state profiles.
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State policies that promote health, education,
and strong families can help the early
development and school readiness of America's
youngest citizens. This profile highlights
Alaska's policy choices alongside other data
related to the well-being of young children.

Health and Nutrition
�6�W�D�W�H�V���F�D�Q���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���E�\
�P�D�N�L�Q�J���N�H�\���S�R�O�L�F�\���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���L�Q���H�D�U�O�\���K�H�D�O�W�K���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W��
�7�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���,�7�2���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V���V�W�D�W�H�V�
���S�R�O�L�F�\���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���I�R�U
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���Z�H�O�O�E�H�L�Q�J�����������$�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���D�Q�G
�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�W�\���R�I���K�H�D�O�W�K���F�D�U�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�W�D�W�H���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���&�+�,�3
�H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���O�H�Y�H�O�V���D�Q�G���F�R�Y�H�U�D�J�H���R�I���O�H�J�D�O���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q��������
�3�D�U�H�Q�W�V�
���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���K�H�D�O�W�K���F�D�U�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U���O�R�Z���L�Q�F�R�P�H
�S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�W���Z�R�P�H�Q�����D�Q�G���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���D���P�H�G�L�F�D�O���K�R�P�H���I�R�U���\�R�X�Q�J
�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���������3�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�Y�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W��
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���D�G�K�H�U�H�Q�F�H���W�R���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�V���I�R�U
�Z�H�O�O���F�K�L�O�G���Y�L�V�L�W�V��

Early Care and Education
�6�W�D�W�H�V���P�D�N�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�\���F�D�U�H���D�Q�G
�H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���W�K�H�\���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���W�R���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�Q�G
�I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�����7�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���,�7�2���K�L�J�O�L�J�K�W�V���V�W�D�W�H�V�
���N�H�\���S�R�O�L�F�\
�F�K�R�L�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�I�I�H�F�W���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V�

�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���Z�R�U�N�����������$�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���F�K�L�O�G�F�D�U�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�X�E�V�L�G�\
�H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���O�H�Y�H�O�V���D�Q�G���U�H�L�P�E�X�U�V�H�P�H�Q�W���U�D�W�H�V�����D�Q�G���������6�W�D�W�H�V�

�L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���+�H�D�G���6�W�D�U�W�����(�D�U�O�\���+�H�D�G���6�W�D�U�W��
�S�U�H���N�L�Q�G�H�U�J�D�U�W�H�Q�����F�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H���F�H�Q�W�H�U�V�
���F�O�D�V�V���V�L�]�H���D�Q�G
�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���U�D�W�L�R�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���L�Q�I�D�Q�W���W�R�G�G�O�H�U
�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�W���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�V���D�Q�G���F�U�H�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O�V���D�Q�G���4�X�D�O�L�W�\���5�D�W�L�Q�J
�,�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���6�\�V�W�H�P�V��

Parenting and Economic Supports
�6�W�D�W�H�V���P�D�N�H���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���S�R�O�L�F�\���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���K�H�O�S���O�R�Z���L�Q�F�R�P�H
�S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���K�H�D�O�W�K�\
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�����7�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���,�7�2���V�S�R�W�O�L�J�K�W�V���V�W�D�W�H�V�
���S�R�O�L�F�\
�F�K�R�L�F�H�V���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���I�R�U
�O�R�Z���L�Q�F�R�P�H���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����������7�$�1�)
�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���R�I���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���������,�Q�F�R�P�H
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�D�[���U�H�O�L�H�I�����H�D�U�Q�H�G���L�Q�F�R�P�H���D�Q�G
�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���F�D�U�H���W�D�[���F�U�H�G�L�W�V�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���F�K�L�O�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W
�G�L�V�U�H�J�D�U�G�V��

Updated: September 26, 2011

Young children (under age 6)2: 59,578

Young children by income, 20092

Above 
low income 

62% 

Less than 
100% FPL 

17% 

100-200% FPL 
21% 

Low 
income 
38% 

Among young low-income children, 7% live in extreme poverty 
(less than 50% FPL). 

Young children by race/ethnicity, 20092

White 
55% 

Other 
25%+ 

Amer. Indian 
14% 

+"Other" represents all racial/ethnic groups with very small 
sample sizes 

Asian 5% 

Exposure to multiple risk factors* among young children,
20093

1-2 Risks 
55% 

0 Risks 
28% 

3+ Risks 
17% 

* Risk factors include any combination of the following: single parent, 
living in poverty, linguistically isolated, parents have less than a high 
school education, and parents have no paid employment. 
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION

State Choices to Promote Access
Income eligibility limit for public health insurance
(Medicaid/CHIP) at or above 200% of the federal
poverty level (FPL). [2010] 4

Provide lawfully residing immigrant children
with Medicaid/CHIP coverage without 5-year
waiting period [2010] 5

Provide lawfully residing pregnant immigrant
women with Medicaid/CHIP coverage without
5-year waiting period [2010] 5

Provide temporary coverage to pregnant
women under Medicaid until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2010] 4

�&�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�R�X�V���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���I�R�U���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���R�Q�O�\

Provide temporary coverage to children
under Medicaid or CHIP until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2010] 4

Include at-risk children in the definition of
eligibility for IDEA Part C. [2009] 6

Do not require redetermination of eligibility
for Medicaid/CHIP more than once a year
[2010] 4

�7�U�X�H���I�R�U���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���R�Q�O�\

Young children who lack health insurance, 20092

10% 

U.S. 

18% 

Alaska 

Percent of eligible children who received at least one
EPSDT* screening, by age, 200829

85% 

Under 1 Year 

58% 

1 to 2 Years 

52% 

3 to 5 Years 

* Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and 
Treatment (EPSDT) 

Percent of low-income children with a medical home, by
insurance type, 20077

56% 

Public health 
insurance 

25% 

Private 
health 

insurance 

18% 

No health 
insurance 

Children <1 year
�6�W�D�W�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���V�H�W���D�W�������������)�3�/
���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���H�[�S�D�Q�V�L�R�Q���&�+�,�3���3�U�R�J�U�D�P��

Children ages 1-5 years
�6�W�D�W�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���V�H�W���D�W�������������)�3�/
���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���H�[�S�D�Q�V�L�R�Q���&�+�,�3���3�U�R�J�U�D�P��

Pregnant women
�6�W�D�W�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���V�H�W���D�W�������������)�3�/
���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G��

Immigrant children <1 year

Immigrant children 1-5 years

Immigrant pregnant women
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION

State Choices to Promote Quality
EPSDT screening periodicity schedule meets recommendations of American Academy of Pediatrics [FY 2009]8

Require newborn screening for the 29 metabolic deficiencies/disorders recommended by the March
of Dimes [2011] 9

EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION

State choices to promote access

Set the income eligibility limit for child care
subsidies at or above 200% FPL. [2010] 10

�$���I�D�P�L�O�\���R�I���W�K�U�H�H���L�V���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���X�S���W�R������������������
�R�U�������������)�3�/�����7�K�L�V���U�H�I�O�H�F�W�V���Q�R���F�K�D�Q�J�H���L�Q
�)�3�/���S�H�U�F�H�Q�W�D�J�H���I�U�R�P������������

Child care subsidy reimbursement rate
meets the recommended 75th percentile of
the market rate for two consecutive years
[2010] 11

Redetermine the eligibility for child care
subsidies no more than once per year
[2010] 11

�(�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���U�H�G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G���H�Y�H�U�\���V�L�[���P�R�Q�W�K�V��

Supplement Early Head Start with state or
other federal funds. [2008] 12

Fund a pre-kindergarten program and/or
supplement Head Start. [2010] 13

�����������������������I�R�U���S�U�H���N�L�Q�G�H�U�J�D�U�W�H�Q���D�Q�G
�����������������������I�R�U���+�H�D�G���6�W�D�U�W

Monthly child care co-payment fees as a percent of
income for a family of three with one child in care,
201030

1% 

100% FPL 

3% 

150% FPL 

State choices to promote quality

Require one adult for every 8 4-year-olds, and a maximum class size of 16 in child care centers.
[2008] 14

�&�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���R�Q�H���D�G�X�O�W���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\���������F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���P�D�[�L�P�X�P���F�O�D�V�V���V�L�]�H���L�V��������

Require one adult for every four 18-month-olds, and a maximum class size of eight in child care
centers. [2008] 14

�&�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���R�Q�H���D�G�X�O�W���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\�������F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���P�D�[�L�P�X�P���F�O�D�V�V���V�L�]�H���L�V��������

Allocate state or federal funds for a network of infant/toddler specialists that provide assistance to
child care providers. [2010] 15

Have early learning standards or developmental guidelines for infants and toddlers. [2010]16

Have an infant/toddler credential. [2010] 17

Require through regulation that infants and toddlers in child care centers be assigned a consistent
primary caregiver. [2008] 14

Have implemented a statewide Quality Rating Improvement System (QRIS) [2010]18

7 Screenings for children <1 year
�6�W�D�W�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V�������V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���������������R�I���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���L�Q������������

4 Screenings for children 1-2 years
�6�W�D�W�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V�������V�F�U�H�H�Q�V�������������R�I���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���L�Q������������

3 Screenings for children 3-5 years
�6�W�D�W�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V�������V�F�U�H�H�Q�V�������������R�I���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���L�Q������������
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PARENTING AND ECONOMIC SUPPORTS

State choices to promote effective parenting

Provide option to extend Medicaid coverage
for family planning to otherwise ineligible
low-income women [2011] 19

Exempt single parents on TANF from work
requirements until the youngest child
reaches age 1. [2009] 20

�3�D�U�H�Q�W���P�X�V�W���U�H�W�X�U�Q���W�R���Z�R�U�N���Z�K�H�Q���F�K�L�O�G���L�V������
�P�R�Q�W�K�V�����H�[�H�P�S�W�L�R�Q���O�L�P�L�W�H�G���W�R������
�F�X�P�X�O�D�W�L�Y�H���P�R�Q�W�K�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J���U�H�F�L�S�L�H�Q�W�V�

�O�L�I�H�W�L�P�H��

Reduce the TANF work requirement to 20
hours or less for single parents with children
under age 6 [2009] 21

Operate a statewide home visiting program.
[2007] 22

State choices to support family economic
security

Establish a state minimum wage that
exceeds the federal minimum wage
($7.25/hr). [2011] 23

����������

Exempt single-parent families of three below
the poverty level from personal income tax.
[2009] 24

�1�R���V�W�D�W�H���L�Q�F�R�P�H���W�D�[

Offer a refundable state Earned Income Tax
Credit. [2010] 25

Offer a refundable state dependent care tax
credit. [2011] 26

�$�.���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���K�D�Y�H���D���&�K�L�O�G���D�Q�G���'�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W
�&�D�U�H���7�D�[���F�U�H�G�L�W��

Keep copayments for child care subsidies
below 10% of family income for families of
three at 150% FPL [2010] 27

Allow families on TANF to receive some or
all of their child support payment without
reducing TANF cash assistance. [2009]28

�8�S���W�R�����������D�O�O�R�Z�H�G�����6�X�S�S�R�U�W���D�P�R�X�Q�W
�G�L�V�U�H�J�D�U�G�H�G���I�R�U���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�V���R�I���H�O�L�J�E�L�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G
�E�H�Q�H�I�L�W�V

Offer exemptions and/or extensions of the
TANF benefit time limit for women who are
pregnant or caring for a child under age 6.
[2009] 21

Low-income young children with a parent employed
full-time, 20092

43% 

U.S. 

29% 

Alaska 

Education levels of mothers with young children, 20092

15% 5% 

Less than 
high school 

25% 
33% 

High school 

60% 62% 

Some 
college 
or more 

U.S. Alaska 

Maximum annual TANF benefit for a family of 3, 200921

$11076 

Alaska 

$11076 

Alaska 

$2040 

Mississippi 

This profile is a product of NCCPÕsImprovingtheOddsforYoungChildreninitiative. It is funded through NCCPÕs
participation in The Birth to Five Policy Alliance, sponsoredby the Buffett Early Childhood Fund. The
information representsthe most recent 50-statedata sourcesand will be updated with the releaseof new
data. See<www.nccp.org/improvingtheodds> for other state profiles.
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State policies that promote health, education,
and strong families can help the early
development and school readiness of America's
youngest citizens. This profile highlights
Arizona's policy choices alongside other data
related to the well-being of young children.

Health and Nutrition
�6�W�D�W�H�V���F�D�Q���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���E�\
�P�D�N�L�Q�J���N�H�\���S�R�O�L�F�\���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���L�Q���H�D�U�O�\���K�H�D�O�W�K���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W��
�7�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���,�7�2���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V���V�W�D�W�H�V�
���S�R�O�L�F�\���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���I�R�U
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���Z�H�O�O�E�H�L�Q�J�����������$�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���D�Q�G
�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�W�\���R�I���K�H�D�O�W�K���F�D�U�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�W�D�W�H���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���&�+�,�3
�H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���O�H�Y�H�O�V���D�Q�G���F�R�Y�H�U�D�J�H���R�I���O�H�J�D�O���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q��������
�3�D�U�H�Q�W�V�
���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���K�H�D�O�W�K���F�D�U�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U���O�R�Z���L�Q�F�R�P�H
�S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�W���Z�R�P�H�Q�����D�Q�G���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���D���P�H�G�L�F�D�O���K�R�P�H���I�R�U���\�R�X�Q�J
�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���������3�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�Y�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W��
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���D�G�K�H�U�H�Q�F�H���W�R���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�V���I�R�U
�Z�H�O�O���F�K�L�O�G���Y�L�V�L�W�V��

Early Care and Education
�6�W�D�W�H�V���P�D�N�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�\���F�D�U�H���D�Q�G
�H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���W�K�H�\���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���W�R���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�Q�G
�I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�����7�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���,�7�2���K�L�J�O�L�J�K�W�V���V�W�D�W�H�V�
���N�H�\���S�R�O�L�F�\
�F�K�R�L�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�I�I�H�F�W���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V�

�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���Z�R�U�N�����������$�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���F�K�L�O�G�F�D�U�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�X�E�V�L�G�\
�H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���O�H�Y�H�O�V���D�Q�G���U�H�L�P�E�X�U�V�H�P�H�Q�W���U�D�W�H�V�����D�Q�G���������6�W�D�W�H�V�

�L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���+�H�D�G���6�W�D�U�W�����(�D�U�O�\���+�H�D�G���6�W�D�U�W��
�S�U�H���N�L�Q�G�H�U�J�D�U�W�H�Q�����F�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H���F�H�Q�W�H�U�V�
���F�O�D�V�V���V�L�]�H���D�Q�G
�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���U�D�W�L�R�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���L�Q�I�D�Q�W���W�R�G�G�O�H�U
�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�W���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�V���D�Q�G���F�U�H�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O�V���D�Q�G���4�X�D�O�L�W�\���5�D�W�L�Q�J
�,�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���6�\�V�W�H�P�V��

Parenting and Economic Supports
�6�W�D�W�H�V���P�D�N�H���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���S�R�O�L�F�\���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���K�H�O�S���O�R�Z���L�Q�F�R�P�H
�S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���K�H�D�O�W�K�\
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�����7�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���,�7�2���V�S�R�W�O�L�J�K�W�V���V�W�D�W�H�V�
���S�R�O�L�F�\
�F�K�R�L�F�H�V���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���I�R�U
�O�R�Z���L�Q�F�R�P�H���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����������7�$�1�)
�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���R�I���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���������,�Q�F�R�P�H
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�D�[���U�H�O�L�H�I�����H�D�U�Q�H�G���L�Q�F�R�P�H���D�Q�G
�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���F�D�U�H���W�D�[���F�U�H�G�L�W�V�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���F�K�L�O�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W
�G�L�V�U�H�J�D�U�G�V��

Updated: September 26, 2011

Young children (under age 6)2: 608,679

Young children by income, 20092

Above 
low income 

46% 

Less than 
100% FPL 

27% 

100-200% FPL 
27% 

Low 
income 
54% 

Among young low-income children, 13% live in extreme poverty 
(less than 50% FPL). 

Young children by race/ethnicity, 20092

White 
39% 

Hispanic 
47% 

Black 4% 
Asian 2% 
Bi/Multi-Racial 4% 
Amer. Indian 5% 

Exposure to multiple risk factors* among young children,
20093

1-2 Risks 
44% 3+ Risks 

32% 

0 Risks 
24% 

* Risk factors include any combination of the following: single parent, 
living in poverty, linguistically isolated, parents have less than a high 
school education, and parents have no paid employment. 
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION

State Choices to Promote Access
Income eligibility limit for public health insurance
(Medicaid/CHIP) at or above 200% of the federal
poverty level (FPL). [2010] 4

Provide lawfully residing immigrant children
with Medicaid/CHIP coverage without 5-year
waiting period [2010] 5

Provide lawfully residing pregnant immigrant
women with Medicaid/CHIP coverage without
5-year waiting period [2010] 5

Provide temporary coverage to pregnant
women under Medicaid until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2010] 4

Provide temporary coverage to children
under Medicaid or CHIP until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2010] 4

Include at-risk children in the definition of
eligibility for IDEA Part C. [2009] 6

Do not require redetermination of eligibility
for Medicaid/CHIP more than once a year
[2010] 4

Young children who lack health insurance, 20092

10% 

U.S. 

14% 

Arizona 

Percent of eligible children who received at least one
EPSDT* screening, by age, 200829

99% 

Under 1 Year 

74% 

1 to 2 Years 

65% 

3 to 5 Years 

* Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and 
Treatment (EPSDT) 

Percent of low-income children with a medical home, by
insurance type, 20077

61% 

Public health 
insurance 

22% 

Private 
health 

insurance 

17% 

No health 
insurance 

Children <1 year
�6�W�D�W�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�W�\���V�H�W���D�W�������������)�3�/�����6�H�S�D�U�D�W�H
�6�W�D�W�H���&�+�,�3���3�U�R�J�U�D�P�����+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���&�+�,�3
�S�U�R�J�U�D�P�����.�L�G�V���&�D�U�H�����K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���F�O�R�V�H�G���W�R���Q�H�Z
�D�S�S�O�L�F�D�Q�W�V���V�L�Q�F�H���'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U��������������������

Children ages 1-5 years
�6�W�D�W�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���V�H�W���D�W�������������)�3�/�����6�H�S�D�U�D�W�H
�6�W�D�W�H���&�+�,�3���3�U�R�J�U�D�P�����+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���&�+�,�3
�S�U�R�J�U�D�P�����.�L�G�V���&�D�U�H�����K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���F�O�R�V�H�G���W�R���Q�H�Z
�D�S�S�O�L�F�D�Q�W�V���V�L�Q�F�H���'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U��������������������

Pregnant women
�6�W�D�W�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���V�H�W���D�W�������������)�3�/
���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G��

Immigrant children <1 year

Immigrant children 1-5 years

Immigrant pregnant women
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION

State Choices to Promote Quality
EPSDT screening periodicity schedule meets recommendations of American Academy of Pediatrics [FY 2009]8

Require newborn screening for the 29 metabolic deficiencies/disorders recommended by the March
of Dimes [2011] 9

�������X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�O�O�\���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���E�\���O�D�Z���R�U���U�X�O�H�����6�F�U�H�H�Q���I�R�U���K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���G�H�I�L�F�L�H�Q�F�\���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�O�O�\���R�I�I�H�U�H�G���E�X�W���Q�R�W���\�H�W
�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G��

EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION

State choices to promote access

Set the income eligibility limit for child care
subsidies at or above 200% FPL. [2010] 10

�$���I�D�P�L�O�\���R�I���W�K�U�H�H���L�V���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���X�S���W�R����������������
�R�U�������������)�3�/�����7�K�L�V���L�V���D�Q���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���I�U�R�P
�����������)�3�/���L�Q������������

Child care subsidy reimbursement rate
meets the recommended 75th percentile of
the market rate for two consecutive years
[2010] 11

Redetermine the eligibility for child care
subsidies no more than once per year
[2010] 11

Supplement Early Head Start with state or
other federal funds. [2008] 12

Fund a pre-kindergarten program and/or
supplement Head Start. [2010] 13

�������������������I�R�U���S�U�H���N�L�Q�G�H�U�J�D�U�W�H�Q

Monthly child care co-payment fees as a percent of
income for a family of three with one child in care,
201030

3% 

100% FPL 

7% 

150% FPL 

State choices to promote quality

Require one adult for every 8 4-year-olds, and a maximum class size of 16 in child care centers.
[2008] 14

�&�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���R�Q�H���D�G�X�O�W���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\���������F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���P�D�[�L�P�X�P���F�O�D�V�V���V�L�]�H���L�V���Q�R�W
�U�H�J�X�O�D�W�H�G��

Require one adult for every four 18-month-olds, and a maximum class size of eight in child care
centers. [2008] 14

�&�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���R�Q�H���D�G�X�O�W���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\�������F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���P�D�[�L�P�X�P���F�O�D�V�V���V�L�]�H���L�V���Q�R�W
�U�H�J�X�O�D�W�H�G��

Allocate state or federal funds for a network of infant/toddler specialists that provide assistance to
child care providers. [2010] 15

Have early learning standards or developmental guidelines for infants and toddlers. [2010]16

Have an infant/toddler credential. [2010] 17

Require through regulation that infants and toddlers in child care centers be assigned a consistent
primary caregiver. [2008] 14

Have implemented a statewide Quality Rating Improvement System (QRIS) [2010]18

�4�5�,�6���L�V���E�H�L�Q�J���S�L�O�R�W�H�G

7 Screenings for children <1 year
�6�W�D�W�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V�������V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���������������R�I���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���L�Q������������

4 Screenings for children 1-2 years
�6�W�D�W�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V�������V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���������������R�I���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���L�Q������������

3 Screenings for children 3-5 years
�6�W�D�W�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V�������V�F�U�H�H�Q�V�������������R�I���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���L�Q������������
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PARENTING AND ECONOMIC SUPPORTS

State choices to promote effective parenting

Provide option to extend Medicaid coverage
for family planning to otherwise ineligible
low-income women [2011] 19

�(�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���I�R�U���Z�R�P�H�Q���O�R�V�L�Q�J���F�R�Y�H�U�D�J�H
�S�R�V�W�S�D�U�W�X�P��

Exempt single parents on TANF from work
requirements until the youngest child
reaches age 1. [2009] 20

Reduce the TANF work requirement to 20
hours or less for single parents with children
under age 6 [2009] 21

�&�D�V�H���E�\���F�D�V�H���E�D�V�L�V

Operate a statewide home visiting program.
[2007] 22

State choices to support family economic
security

Establish a state minimum wage that
exceeds the federal minimum wage
($7.25/hr). [2011] 23

����������

Exempt single-parent families of three below
the poverty level from personal income tax.
[2009] 24

�8�S���W�R�������������)�3�/

Offer a refundable state Earned Income Tax
Credit. [2010] 25

Offer a refundable state dependent care tax
credit. [2011] 26

�$�=���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���K�D�Y�H���D���&�K�L�O�G���D�Q�G���'�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W
�&�D�U�H���7�D�[���F�U�H�G�L�W��

Keep copayments for child care subsidies
below 10% of family income for families of
three at 150% FPL [2010] 27

Allow families on TANF to receive some or
all of their child support payment without
reducing TANF cash assistance. [2009]28

Offer exemptions and/or extensions of the
TANF benefit time limit for women who are
pregnant or caring for a child under age 6.
[2009] 21

Low-income young children with a parent employed
full-time, 20092

43% 

U.S. 

44% 

Arizona 

Education levels of mothers with young children, 20092

15% 
19% 

Less than 
high school 

25% 23% 

High school 

60% 57% 

Some 
college 
or more 

U.S. Arizona 

Maximum annual TANF benefit for a family of 3, 200921

$11076 

Alaska 

$3336 

Arizona 

$2040 

Mississippi 

This profile is a product of NCCPÕsImprovingtheOddsforYoungChildreninitiative. It is funded through NCCPÕs
participation in The Birth to Five Policy Alliance, sponsoredby the Buffett Early Childhood Fund. The
information representsthe most recent 50-statedata sourcesand will be updated with the releaseof new
data. See<www.nccp.org/improvingtheodds> for other state profiles.
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State policies that promote health, education,
and strong families can help the early
development and school readiness of America's
youngest citizens. This profile highlights
Arkansas's policy choices alongside other data
related to the well-being of young children.

Health and Nutrition
�6�W�D�W�H�V���F�D�Q���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���E�\
�P�D�N�L�Q�J���N�H�\���S�R�O�L�F�\���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���L�Q���H�D�U�O�\���K�H�D�O�W�K���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W��
�7�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���,�7�2���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V���V�W�D�W�H�V�
���S�R�O�L�F�\���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���I�R�U
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���Z�H�O�O�E�H�L�Q�J�����������$�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���D�Q�G
�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�W�\���R�I���K�H�D�O�W�K���F�D�U�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�W�D�W�H���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���&�+�,�3
�H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���O�H�Y�H�O�V���D�Q�G���F�R�Y�H�U�D�J�H���R�I���O�H�J�D�O���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q��������
�3�D�U�H�Q�W�V�
���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���K�H�D�O�W�K���F�D�U�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U���O�R�Z���L�Q�F�R�P�H
�S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�W���Z�R�P�H�Q�����D�Q�G���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���D���P�H�G�L�F�D�O���K�R�P�H���I�R�U���\�R�X�Q�J
�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���������3�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�Y�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W��
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���D�G�K�H�U�H�Q�F�H���W�R���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�V���I�R�U
�Z�H�O�O���F�K�L�O�G���Y�L�V�L�W�V��

Early Care and Education
�6�W�D�W�H�V���P�D�N�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�\���F�D�U�H���D�Q�G
�H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���W�K�H�\���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���W�R���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�Q�G
�I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�����7�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���,�7�2���K�L�J�O�L�J�K�W�V���V�W�D�W�H�V�
���N�H�\���S�R�O�L�F�\
�F�K�R�L�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�I�I�H�F�W���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V�

�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���Z�R�U�N�����������$�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���F�K�L�O�G�F�D�U�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�X�E�V�L�G�\
�H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���O�H�Y�H�O�V���D�Q�G���U�H�L�P�E�X�U�V�H�P�H�Q�W���U�D�W�H�V�����D�Q�G���������6�W�D�W�H�V�

�L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���+�H�D�G���6�W�D�U�W�����(�D�U�O�\���+�H�D�G���6�W�D�U�W��
�S�U�H���N�L�Q�G�H�U�J�D�U�W�H�Q�����F�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H���F�H�Q�W�H�U�V�
���F�O�D�V�V���V�L�]�H���D�Q�G
�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���U�D�W�L�R�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���L�Q�I�D�Q�W���W�R�G�G�O�H�U
�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�W���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�V���D�Q�G���F�U�H�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O�V���D�Q�G���4�X�D�O�L�W�\���5�D�W�L�Q�J
�,�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���6�\�V�W�H�P�V��

Parenting and Economic Supports
�6�W�D�W�H�V���P�D�N�H���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���S�R�O�L�F�\���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���K�H�O�S���O�R�Z���L�Q�F�R�P�H
�S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���K�H�D�O�W�K�\
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�����7�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���,�7�2���V�S�R�W�O�L�J�K�W�V���V�W�D�W�H�V�
���S�R�O�L�F�\
�F�K�R�L�F�H�V���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���I�R�U
�O�R�Z���L�Q�F�R�P�H���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����������7�$�1�)
�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���R�I���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���������,�Q�F�R�P�H
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�D�[���U�H�O�L�H�I�����H�D�U�Q�H�G���L�Q�F�R�P�H���D�Q�G
�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���F�D�U�H���W�D�[���F�U�H�G�L�W�V�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���F�K�L�O�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W
�G�L�V�U�H�J�D�U�G�V��

Updated: September 26, 2011

Young children (under age 6)2: 238,373

Young children by income, 20092

Above 
low income 

41% 

Less than 
100% FPL 

31% 

100-200% FPL 
28% 

Low 
income 
59% 

Among young low-income children, 15% live in extreme poverty 
(less than 50% FPL). 

Young children by race/ethnicity, 20092

White 
64% 

Other 
24%+ 

Hispanic 
12% 

+"Other" represents all racial/ethnic groups with very small 
sample sizes 

Exposure to multiple risk factors* among young children,
20093

1-2 Risks 
44% 3+ Risks 

30% 

0 Risks 
26% 

* Risk factors include any combination of the following: single parent, 
living in poverty, linguistically isolated, parents have less than a high 
school education, and parents have no paid employment. 
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION

State Choices to Promote Access
Income eligibility limit for public health insurance
(Medicaid/CHIP) at or above 200% of the federal
poverty level (FPL). [2010] 4

Provide lawfully residing immigrant children
with Medicaid/CHIP coverage without 5-year
waiting period [2010] 5

Provide lawfully residing pregnant immigrant
women with Medicaid/CHIP coverage without
5-year waiting period [2010] 5

Provide temporary coverage to pregnant
women under Medicaid until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2010] 4

Provide temporary coverage to children
under Medicaid or CHIP until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2010] 4

Include at-risk children in the definition of
eligibility for IDEA Part C. [2009] 6

Do not require redetermination of eligibility
for Medicaid/CHIP more than once a year
[2010] 4

Young children who lack health insurance, 20092

10% 

U.S. 

15% 

Arkansas 

Percent of eligible children who received at least one
EPSDT* screening, by age, 200829

57% 

Under 1 Year 

50% 

1 to 2 Years 

67% 

3 to 5 Years 

* Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and 
Treatment (EPSDT) 

Percent of low-income children with a medical home, by
insurance type, 20077

69% 

Public health 
insurance 

23% 

Private 
health 

insurance 

8% 

No health 
insurance 

Children <1 year
�6�W�D�W�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�L�W�\���V�H�W���D�W�������������)�3�/�����6�H�S�D�U�D�W�H
�6�W�D�W�H���&�+�,�3���3�U�R�J�U�D�P��

Children ages 1-5 years
�6�W�D�W�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���V�H�W���D�W�������������)�3�/
���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���H�[�S�D�Q�V�L�R�Q���&�+�,�3���3�U�R�J�U�D�P��

Pregnant women
�6�W�D�W�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���V�H�W���D�W�������������)�3�/
���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���H�[�S�D�Q�V�L�R�Q���&�+�,�3���S�U�R�J�U�D�P��

Immigrant children <1 year

Immigrant children 1-5 years

Immigrant pregnant women
�����������)�3�/�������F�R�Y�H�U�V���D�O�O���O�H�J�D�O���D�Q�G���P�R�V�W
�X�Q�G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�H�G���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W�V
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION

State Choices to Promote Quality
EPSDT screening periodicity schedule meets recommendations of American Academy of Pediatrics [FY 2009]8

Require newborn screening for the 29 metabolic deficiencies/disorders recommended by the March
of Dimes [2011] 9

EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION

State choices to promote access

Set the income eligibility limit for child care
subsidies at or above 200% FPL. [2010] 10

�$���I�D�P�L�O�\���R�I���W�K�U�H�H���L�V���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���X�S���W�R������������������
�R�U�������������)�3�/�����7�K�L�V���U�H�I�O�H�F�W�V���Q�R���F�K�D�Q�J�H���L�Q
�)�3�/���S�H�U�F�H�Q�W�D�J�H���I�U�R�P������������

Child care subsidy reimbursement rate
meets the recommended 75th percentile of
the market rate for two consecutive years
[2010] 11

Redetermine the eligibility for child care
subsidies no more than once per year
[2010] 11

Supplement Early Head Start with state or
other federal funds. [2008] 12

Fund a pre-kindergarten program and/or
supplement Head Start. [2010] 13

���������������������������I�R�U���S�U�H���N�L�Q�G�H�U�J�D�U�W�H�Q

Monthly child care co-payment fees as a percent of
income for a family of three with one child in care,
201030

7% 

100% FPL 

18% 

150% FPL 

State choices to promote quality

Require one adult for every 8 4-year-olds, and a maximum class size of 16 in child care centers.
[2008] 14

�&�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���R�Q�H���D�G�X�O�W���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\���������F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���P�D�[�L�P�X�P���F�O�D�V�V���V�L�]�H���L�V��������

Require one adult for every four 18-month-olds, and a maximum class size of eight in child care
centers. [2008] 14

�&�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���R�Q�H���D�G�X�O�W���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\�������F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���P�D�[�L�P�X�P���F�O�D�V�V���V�L�]�H���L�V��������

Allocate state or federal funds for a network of infant/toddler specialists that provide assistance to
child care providers. [2010] 15

�$�O�O�R�F�D�W�H���&�&�'�)���D�Q�G���$�5�5�$���I�X�Q�G�V���W�R���I�L�Q�D�Q�F�H���,�7�6�1��

Have early learning standards or developmental guidelines for infants and toddlers. [2010]16

Have an infant/toddler credential. [2010] 17

�1�R�Q���F�U�H�G�L�W���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���L�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���W�R���R�E�W�D�L�Q���D���F�U�H�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O��

Require through regulation that infants and toddlers in child care centers be assigned a consistent
primary caregiver. [2008] 14

Have implemented a statewide Quality Rating Improvement System (QRIS) [2010]18

7 Screenings for children <1 year
�6�W�D�W�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V�������V�F�U�H�H�Q�V�������������R�I���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���L�Q������������

4 Screenings for children 1-2 years
�6�W�D�W�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V�������V�F�U�H�H�Q�V�������������R�I���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���L�Q������������

3 Screenings for children 3-5 years
�6�W�D�W�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V�������V�F�U�H�H�Q�V�������������R�I���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���L�Q������������
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PARENTING AND ECONOMIC SUPPORTS

State choices to promote effective parenting

Provide option to extend Medicaid coverage
for family planning to otherwise ineligible
low-income women [2011] 19

�(�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���L�Q�F�R�P�H���X�S���W�R����������
�)�3�/��

Exempt single parents on TANF from work
requirements until the youngest child
reaches age 1. [2009] 20

�3�D�U�H�Q�W���P�X�V�W���U�H�W�X�U�Q���W�R���Z�R�U�N���Z�K�H�Q���F�K�L�O�G���L�V����
�P�R�Q�W�K�V�����H�[�H�P�S�W�L�R�Q���O�L�P�L�W�H�G���W�R������
�F�X�P�X�O�D�W�L�Y�H���P�R�Q�W�K�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J���O�L�I�H�W�L�P�H

Reduce the TANF work requirement to 20
hours or less for single parents with children
under age 6 [2009] 21

Operate a statewide home visiting program.
[2007] 22

State choices to support family economic
security

Establish a state minimum wage that
exceeds the federal minimum wage
($7.25/hr). [2011] 23

����������

Exempt single-parent families of three below
the poverty level from personal income tax.
[2009] 24

�8�S���W�R�����������)�3�/

Offer a refundable state Earned Income Tax
Credit. [2010] 25

Offer a refundable state dependent care tax
credit. [2011] 26

�$���F�U�H�G�L�W���R�I�����������R�I���W�K�H�����D�O�O�R�Z�H�G�����I�H�G�H�U�D�O
���F�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H���F�U�H�G�L�W�����I�R�U���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���X�Q�G�H�U���V�L�[���L�Q
�D�Q�����D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G���F�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�\����

Keep copayments for child care subsidies
below 10% of family income for families of
three at 150% FPL [2010] 27

�&�R�S�D�\�P�H�Q�W�V���E�H�O�R�Z�����������R�I���L�Q�F�R�P�H���D�W����������
�)�3�/��

Low-income young children with a parent employed
full-time, 20092

43% 

U.S. 

47% 

Arkansas 

Education levels of mothers with young children, 20092

15% 14% 

Less than 
high school 

25% 27% 

High school 

60% 59% 

Some 
college 
or more 

U.S. Arkansas 

Maximum annual TANF benefit for a family of 3, 200921

$11076 

Alaska 

$2448 

Arkansas 

$2040 

Mississippi 

Allow families on TANF to receive some or all of their child support payment without reducing TANF
cash assistance. [2009]28

Offer exemptions and/or extensions of the TANF benefit time limit for women who are pregnant or
caring for a child under age 6. [2009] 21

�(�[�H�P�S�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���I�R�U�����Z�R�P�H�Q���S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�W���I�R�U���D�W���O�H�D�V�W�������P�R�Q�W�K�V�����K�H�D�G�V���R�I���K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G
�F�D�U�L�Q�J���I�R�U���D���F�K�L�O�G���X�Q�G�H�U���������P�R�Q�W�K�V���R�I���D�J�H���L�I���Q�R���F�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H���L�V���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H

This profile is a product of NCCPÕsImprovingtheOddsforYoungChildreninitiative. It is funded through NCCPÕs
participation in The Birth to Five Policy Alliance, sponsoredby the Buffett Early Childhood Fund. The
information representsthe most recent 50-statedata sourcesand will be updated with the releaseof new
data. See<www.nccp.org/improvingtheodds> for other state profiles.
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State policies that promote health, education,
and strong families can help the early
development and school readiness of America's
youngest citizens. This profile highlights
California's policy choices alongside other data
related to the well-being of young children.

Health and Nutrition
�6�W�D�W�H�V���F�D�Q���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���E�\
�P�D�N�L�Q�J���N�H�\���S�R�O�L�F�\���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���L�Q���H�D�U�O�\���K�H�D�O�W�K���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W��
�7�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���,�7�2���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V���V�W�D�W�H�V�
���S�R�O�L�F�\���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���I�R�U
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���Z�H�O�O�E�H�L�Q�J�����������$�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���D�Q�G
�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�W�\���R�I���K�H�D�O�W�K���F�D�U�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�W�D�W�H���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���&�+�,�3
�H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���O�H�Y�H�O�V���D�Q�G���F�R�Y�H�U�D�J�H���R�I���O�H�J�D�O���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q��������
�3�D�U�H�Q�W�V�
���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���K�H�D�O�W�K���F�D�U�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U���O�R�Z���L�Q�F�R�P�H
�S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�W���Z�R�P�H�Q�����D�Q�G���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���D���P�H�G�L�F�D�O���K�R�P�H���I�R�U���\�R�X�Q�J
�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���������3�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�Y�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W��
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���D�G�K�H�U�H�Q�F�H���W�R���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�V���I�R�U
�Z�H�O�O���F�K�L�O�G���Y�L�V�L�W�V��

Early Care and Education
�6�W�D�W�H�V���P�D�N�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�\���F�D�U�H���D�Q�G
�H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���W�K�H�\���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���W�R���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�Q�G
�I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�����7�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���,�7�2���K�L�J�O�L�J�K�W�V���V�W�D�W�H�V�
���N�H�\���S�R�O�L�F�\
�F�K�R�L�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�I�I�H�F�W���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V�

�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���Z�R�U�N�����������$�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���F�K�L�O�G�F�D�U�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�X�E�V�L�G�\
�H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���O�H�Y�H�O�V���D�Q�G���U�H�L�P�E�X�U�V�H�P�H�Q�W���U�D�W�H�V�����D�Q�G���������6�W�D�W�H�V�

�L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���+�H�D�G���6�W�D�U�W�����(�D�U�O�\���+�H�D�G���6�W�D�U�W��
�S�U�H���N�L�Q�G�H�U�J�D�U�W�H�Q�����F�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H���F�H�Q�W�H�U�V�
���F�O�D�V�V���V�L�]�H���D�Q�G
�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���U�D�W�L�R�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���L�Q�I�D�Q�W���W�R�G�G�O�H�U
�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�W���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�V���D�Q�G���F�U�H�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O�V���D�Q�G���4�X�D�O�L�W�\���5�D�W�L�Q�J
�,�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���6�\�V�W�H�P�V��

Parenting and Economic Supports
�6�W�D�W�H�V���P�D�N�H���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���S�R�O�L�F�\���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���K�H�O�S���O�R�Z���L�Q�F�R�P�H
�S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���K�H�D�O�W�K�\
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�����7�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���,�7�2���V�S�R�W�O�L�J�K�W�V���V�W�D�W�H�V�
���S�R�O�L�F�\
�F�K�R�L�F�H�V���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���I�R�U
�O�R�Z���L�Q�F�R�P�H���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����������7�$�1�)
�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���R�I���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���������,�Q�F�R�P�H
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�D�[���U�H�O�L�H�I�����H�D�U�Q�H�G���L�Q�F�R�P�H���D�Q�G
�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���F�D�U�H���W�D�[���F�U�H�G�L�W�V�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���F�K�L�O�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W
�G�L�V�U�H�J�D�U�G�V��

Updated: September 26, 2011

Young children (under age 6)2: 3,190,650

Young children by income, 20092

Above 
low income 

54% 

Less than 
100% FPL 

22% 

100-200% FPL 
24% 

Low 
income 
46% 

Among young low-income children, 9% live in extreme poverty 
(less than 50% FPL). 

Young children by race/ethnicity, 20092

White 
27% 

Hispanic 
53% 

+"Other" represents all racial/ethnic groups with very small 
sample sizes 

Black 5% 
Asian 10% 
Bi/Multi-Racial 5% 
Other <1%+ 

Exposure to multiple risk factors* among young children,
20093

1-2 Risks 
42% 

0 Risks 
30% 

3+ Risks 
28% 

* Risk factors include any combination of the following: single parent, 
living in poverty, linguistically isolated, parents have less than a high 
school education, and parents have no paid employment. 
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION

State Choices to Promote Access
Income eligibility limit for public health insurance
(Medicaid/CHIP) at or above 200% of the federal
poverty level (FPL). [2010] 4

Provide lawfully residing immigrant children
with Medicaid/CHIP coverage without 5-year
waiting period [2010] 5

Provide lawfully residing pregnant immigrant
women with Medicaid/CHIP coverage without
5-year waiting period [2010] 5

Provide temporary coverage to pregnant
women under Medicaid until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2010] 4

Provide temporary coverage to children
under Medicaid or CHIP until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2010] 4

Include at-risk children in the definition of
eligibility for IDEA Part C. [2009] 6

Do not require redetermination of eligibility
for Medicaid/CHIP more than once a year
[2010] 4

�7�U�X�H���I�R�U���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���D�Q�G���&�+�,�3

Young children who lack health insurance, 20092

10% 

U.S. 

13% 

California 

Percent of eligible children who received at least one
EPSDT* screening, by age, 200829

71% 

Under 1 Year 

60% 

1 to 2 Years 

81% 

3 to 5 Years 

* Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and 
Treatment (EPSDT) 

Percent of low-income children with a medical home, by
insurance type, 20077

62% 

Public health 
insurance 

29% 

Private 
health 

insurance 

9% 

No health 
insurance 

Children <1 year
�6�W�D�W�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�L�W�\���V�H�W���D�W�������������)�3�/�����6�H�S�D�U�D�W�H
�6�W�D�W�H���&�+�,�3���3�U�R�J�U�D�P��

Children ages 1-5 years
�6�W�D�W�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�L�W�\���V�H�W���D�W�������������)�3�/�����6�H�S�D�U�D�W�H
�6�W�D�W�H���&�+�,�3���3�U�R�J�U�D�P��

Pregnant women
�6�W�D�W�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���V�H�W���D�W�������������)�3�/
���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G��

Immigrant children <1 year
�����������)�3�/�������F�R�Y�H�U�V���D�O�O���R�U���P�R�V�W���O�H�J�D�O
�L�P�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W�V

Immigrant children 1-5 years
�����������)�3�/�������F�R�Y�H�U�V���D�O�O���R�U���P�R�V�W���O�H�J�D�O
�L�P�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W�V

Immigrant pregnant women
�����������)�3�/�������F�R�Y�H�U�V���D�O�O���O�H�J�D�O���D�Q�G���P�R�V�W
�X�Q�G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�H�G���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W�V
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION

State Choices to Promote Quality
EPSDT screening periodicity schedule meets recommendations of American Academy of Pediatrics [FY 2009]8

Require newborn screening for the 29 metabolic deficiencies/disorders recommended by the March
of Dimes [2011] 9

�������X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�O�O�\���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���E�\���O�D�Z���R�U���U�X�O�H�����6�F�U�H�H�Q���I�R�U���K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���G�H�I�L�F�L�H�Q�F�\���R�I�I�H�U�H�G���W�R���V�H�O�H�F�W���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����R�U���E�\
�U�H�T�X�H�V�W��

EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION

State choices to promote access

Set the income eligibility limit for child care
subsidies at or above 200% FPL. [2010] 10

�$���I�D�P�L�O�\���R�I���W�K�U�H�H���L�V���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���X�S���W�R������������������
�R�U�������������)�3�/�����7�K�L�V���L�V���D�Q���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���I�U�R�P
�����������)�3�/���L�Q������������

Child care subsidy reimbursement rate
meets the recommended 75th percentile of
the market rate for two consecutive years
[2010] 11

Redetermine the eligibility for child care
subsidies no more than once per year
[2010] 11

Supplement Early Head Start with state or
other federal funds. [2008] 12

Fund a pre-kindergarten program and/or
supplement Head Start. [2010] 13

���������������������������I�R�U���S�U�H���N�L�Q�G�H�U�J�D�U�W�H�Q

Monthly child care co-payment fees as a percent of
income for a family of three with one child in care,
201030

<1% 
100% FPL 

4% 

150% FPL 

State choices to promote quality

Require one adult for every 8 4-year-olds, and a maximum class size of 16 in child care centers.
[2008] 14

�&�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���R�Q�H���D�G�X�O�W���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\���������F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���P�D�[�L�P�X�P���F�O�D�V�V���V�L�]�H���L�V���Q�R�W
�U�H�J�X�O�D�W�H�G��

Require one adult for every four 18-month-olds, and a maximum class size of eight in child care
centers. [2008] 14

�&�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���R�Q�H���D�G�X�O�W���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\�������F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���P�D�[�L�P�X�P���F�O�D�V�V���V�L�]�H���L�V��������

Allocate state or federal funds for a network of infant/toddler specialists that provide assistance to
child care providers. [2010] 15

�$�O�O�R�F�D�W�H���&�&�'�)���D�Q�G���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���I�X�Q�G�V���W�R���I�L�Q�D�Q�F�H���,�7�6�1��

Have early learning standards or developmental guidelines for infants and toddlers. [2010]16

Have an infant/toddler credential. [2010] 17

�$���F�R�P�E�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���F�U�H�G�L�W�����Q�R�Q���F�U�H�G�L�W�����R�U���R�W�K�H�U���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���D�U�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���W�R���R�E�W�D�L�Q���D���F�U�H�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O��

Require through regulation that infants and toddlers in child care centers be assigned a consistent
primary caregiver. [2008] 14

Have implemented a statewide Quality Rating Improvement System (QRIS) [2010]18

7 Screenings for children <1 year
�6�W�D�W�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V�������V�F�U�H�H�Q�V�������������R�I���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���L�Q������������

4 Screenings for children 1-2 years
�6�W�D�W�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V�������V�F�U�H�H�Q�V�������������R�I���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���L�Q������������

3 Screenings for children 3-5 years
�6�W�D�W�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V�������V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���������������R�I���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���L�Q������������
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PARENTING AND ECONOMIC SUPPORTS

State choices to promote effective parenting

Provide option to extend Medicaid coverage
for family planning to otherwise ineligible
low-income women [2011] 19

�(�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���L�Q�F�R�P�H���X�S���W�R����������
�)�3�/�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���P�H�Q��

Exempt single parents on TANF from work
requirements until the youngest child
reaches age 1. [2009] 20

�3�D�U�H�Q�W���P�X�V�W���U�H�W�X�U�Q���W�R���Z�R�U�N���Z�K�H�Q���F�K�L�O�G���L�V������
�P�R�Q�W�K�V�����U�H�F�L�S�L�H�Q�W���F�D�Q���R�Q�O�\���E�H���H�[�H�P�S�W���R�Q�F�H
�G�X�U�L�Q�J���O�L�I�H�W�L�P�H

Reduce the TANF work requirement to 20
hours or less for single parents with children
under age 6 [2009] 21

Operate a statewide home visiting program.
[2007] 22

State choices to support family economic
security

Establish a state minimum wage that
exceeds the federal minimum wage
($7.25/hr). [2011] 23

����������

Exempt single-parent families of three below
the poverty level from personal income tax.
[2009] 24

�8�S���W�R�������������)�3�/

Offer a refundable state Earned Income Tax
Credit. [2010] 25

Offer a refundable state dependent care tax
credit. [2011] 26

�$���F�U�H�G�L�W���R�I�������������������R�I���W�K�H�����D�O�O�R�Z�D�E�O�H��
�I�H�G�H�U�D�O���&�$�'�&���F�U�H�G�L�W���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���I�H�G�H�U�D�O
�D�G�M�X�V�W�H�G���J�U�R�V�V���L�Q�F�R�P�H��

Keep copayments for child care subsidies
below 10% of family income for families of
three at 150% FPL [2010] 27

Allow families on TANF to receive some or
all of their child support payment without
reducing TANF cash assistance. [2009]28

�8�S���W�R�����������D�O�O�R�Z�H�G�����6�X�S�S�R�U�W���D�P�R�X�Q�W
�G�L�V�U�H�J�D�U�G�H�G���I�R�U���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�V���R�I���H�O�L�J�E�L�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G
�E�H�Q�H�I�L�W�V

Offer exemptions and/or extensions of the
TANF benefit time limit for women who are
pregnant or caring for a child under age 6.
[2009] 21

Low-income young children with a parent employed
full-time, 20092

43% 

U.S. 

44% 

California 

Education levels of mothers with young children, 20092

15% 
21% 

Less than 
high school 

25% 
21% 

High school 

60% 58% 

Some 
college 
or more 

U.S. California 

Maximum annual TANF benefit for a family of 3, 200921

$11076 

Alaska 

$8328 

California 

$2040 

Mississippi 

This profile is a product of NCCPÕsImprovingtheOddsforYoungChildreninitiative. It is funded through NCCPÕs
participation in The Birth to Five Policy Alliance, sponsoredby the Buffett Early Childhood Fund. The
information representsthe most recent 50-statedata sourcesand will be updated with the releaseof new
data. See<www.nccp.org/improvingtheodds> for other state profiles.
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State policies that promote health, education,
and strong families can help the early
development and school readiness of America's
youngest citizens. This profile highlights
Colorado's policy choices alongside other data
related to the well-being of young children.

Health and Nutrition
�6�W�D�W�H�V���F�D�Q���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���E�\
�P�D�N�L�Q�J���N�H�\���S�R�O�L�F�\���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���L�Q���H�D�U�O�\���K�H�D�O�W�K���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W��
�7�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���,�7�2���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V���V�W�D�W�H�V�
���S�R�O�L�F�\���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���I�R�U
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���Z�H�O�O�E�H�L�Q�J�����������$�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���D�Q�G
�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�W�\���R�I���K�H�D�O�W�K���F�D�U�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�W�D�W�H���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���&�+�,�3
�H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���O�H�Y�H�O�V���D�Q�G���F�R�Y�H�U�D�J�H���R�I���O�H�J�D�O���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q��������
�3�D�U�H�Q�W�V�
���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���K�H�D�O�W�K���F�D�U�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U���O�R�Z���L�Q�F�R�P�H
�S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�W���Z�R�P�H�Q�����D�Q�G���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���D���P�H�G�L�F�D�O���K�R�P�H���I�R�U���\�R�X�Q�J
�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���������3�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�Y�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W��
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���D�G�K�H�U�H�Q�F�H���W�R���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�V���I�R�U
�Z�H�O�O���F�K�L�O�G���Y�L�V�L�W�V��

Early Care and Education
�6�W�D�W�H�V���P�D�N�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�\���F�D�U�H���D�Q�G
�H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���W�K�H�\���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���W�R���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�Q�G
�I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�����7�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���,�7�2���K�L�J�O�L�J�K�W�V���V�W�D�W�H�V�
���N�H�\���S�R�O�L�F�\
�F�K�R�L�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�I�I�H�F�W���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V�

�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���Z�R�U�N�����������$�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���F�K�L�O�G�F�D�U�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�X�E�V�L�G�\
�H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���O�H�Y�H�O�V���D�Q�G���U�H�L�P�E�X�U�V�H�P�H�Q�W���U�D�W�H�V�����D�Q�G���������6�W�D�W�H�V�

�L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���+�H�D�G���6�W�D�U�W�����(�D�U�O�\���+�H�D�G���6�W�D�U�W��
�S�U�H���N�L�Q�G�H�U�J�D�U�W�H�Q�����F�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H���F�H�Q�W�H�U�V�
���F�O�D�V�V���V�L�]�H���D�Q�G
�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���U�D�W�L�R�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���L�Q�I�D�Q�W���W�R�G�G�O�H�U
�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�W���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�V���D�Q�G���F�U�H�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O�V���D�Q�G���4�X�D�O�L�W�\���5�D�W�L�Q�J
�,�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���6�\�V�W�H�P�V��

Parenting and Economic Supports
�6�W�D�W�H�V���P�D�N�H���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���S�R�O�L�F�\���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���K�H�O�S���O�R�Z���L�Q�F�R�P�H
�S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���K�H�D�O�W�K�\
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�����7�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���,�7�2���V�S�R�W�O�L�J�K�W�V���V�W�D�W�H�V�
���S�R�O�L�F�\
�F�K�R�L�F�H�V���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���I�R�U
�O�R�Z���L�Q�F�R�P�H���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����������7�$�1�)
�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���R�I���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���������,�Q�F�R�P�H
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�D�[���U�H�O�L�H�I�����H�D�U�Q�H�G���L�Q�F�R�P�H���D�Q�G
�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���F�D�U�H���W�D�[���F�U�H�G�L�W�V�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���F�K�L�O�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W
�G�L�V�U�H�J�D�U�G�V��

Updated: September 26, 2011

Young children (under age 6)2: 425,927

Young children by income, 20092

Above 
low income 

60% 

Less than 
100% FPL 

21% 

100-200% FPL 
19% 

Low 
income 
40% 

Among young low-income children, 10% live in extreme poverty 
(less than 50% FPL). 

Young children by race/ethnicity, 20092

White 
56% 

Hispanic 
32% 

+"Other" represents all racial/ethnic groups with very small 
sample sizes 

Other 5%+ 
Bi/Multi-Racial 5% 
Asian 2% 

Exposure to multiple risk factors* among young children,
20093

1-2 Risks 
39% 

0 Risks 
38% 

3+ Risks 
23% 

* Risk factors include any combination of the following: single parent, 
living in poverty, linguistically isolated, parents have less than a high 
school education, and parents have no paid employment. 
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION

State Choices to Promote Access
Income eligibility limit for public health insurance
(Medicaid/CHIP) at or above 200% of the federal
poverty level (FPL). [2010] 4

Provide lawfully residing immigrant children
with Medicaid/CHIP coverage without 5-year
waiting period [2010] 5

Provide lawfully residing pregnant immigrant
women with Medicaid/CHIP coverage without
5-year waiting period [2010] 5

Provide temporary coverage to pregnant
women under Medicaid until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2010] 4

�&�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�R�X�V���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���I�R�U���&�+�,�3���R�Q�O�\

Provide temporary coverage to children
under Medicaid or CHIP until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2010] 4

Include at-risk children in the definition of
eligibility for IDEA Part C. [2009] 6

Do not require redetermination of eligibility
for Medicaid/CHIP more than once a year
[2010] 4

�7�U�X�H���I�R�U���&�+�,�3���R�Q�O�\

Young children who lack health insurance, 20092

10% 

U.S. 

13% 

Colorado 

Percent of eligible children who received at least one
EPSDT* screening, by age, 200829

92% 

Under 1 Year 

74% 

1 to 2 Years 

64% 

3 to 5 Years 

* Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and 
Treatment (EPSDT) 

Percent of low-income children with a medical home, by
insurance type, 20077

43% 

Public health 
insurance 

48% 

Private 
health 

insurance 

9% 

No health 
insurance 

Children <1 year
�6�W�D�W�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�L�W�\���V�H�W���D�W�������������)�3�/�����6�H�S�D�U�D�W�H
�6�W�D�W�H���&�+�,�3���3�U�R�J�U�D�P��

Children ages 1-5 years
�6�W�D�W�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�L�W�\���V�H�W���D�W�������������)�3�/�����6�H�S�D�U�D�W�H
�6�W�D�W�H���&�+�,�3���3�U�R�J�U�D�P��

Pregnant women
�6�W�D�W�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���V�H�W���D�W�������������)�3�/
���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���H�[�S�D�Q�V�L�R�Q���&�+�,�3���S�U�R�J�U�D�P��

Immigrant children <1 year

Immigrant children 1-5 years

Immigrant pregnant women
�����������)�3�/�������F�R�Y�H�U�V���D�O�O���R�U���P�R�V�W���O�H�J�D�O
�L�P�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W�V
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION

State Choices to Promote Quality
EPSDT screening periodicity schedule meets recommendations of American Academy of Pediatrics [FY 2009]8

Require newborn screening for the 29 metabolic deficiencies/disorders recommended by the March
of Dimes [2011] 9

�������X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�O�O�\���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���E�\���O�D�Z���R�U���U�X�O�H�����6�F�U�H�H�Q���I�R�U���K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���G�H�I�L�F�L�H�Q�F�\���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�O�O�\���R�I�I�H�U�H�G���E�X�W���Q�R�W���\�H�W
�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G��

EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION

State choices to promote access

Set the income eligibility limit for child care
subsidies at or above 200% FPL. [2010] 10

�$���I�D�P�L�O�\���R�I���W�K�U�H�H���L�V���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���X�S���W�R
�����������������������������������R�U�����������������������)�3�/��
�7�K�L�V���U�H�I�O�H�F�W�V���D�Q���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���I�U�R�P��������������������
�)�3�/���L�Q������������

Child care subsidy reimbursement rate
meets the recommended 75th percentile of
the market rate for two consecutive years
[2010] 11

Redetermine the eligibility for child care
subsidies no more than once per year
[2010] 11

�(�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���U�H�G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G���H�Y�H�U�\���V�L�[���P�R�Q�W�K�V��

Monthly child care co-payment fees as a percent of
income for a family of three with one child in care,
201030

17% 

100% FPL 

7% 

150% FPL 

Supplement Early Head Start with state or other federal funds. [2008] 12

Fund a pre-kindergarten program and/or supplement Head Start. [2010]13

�������������������������I�R�U���S�U�H���N�L�Q�G�H�U�J�D�U�W�H�Q

State choices to promote quality

Require one adult for every 8 4-year-olds, and a maximum class size of 16 in child care centers.
[2008] 14

�&�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���R�Q�H���D�G�X�O�W���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\���������F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���P�D�[�L�P�X�P���F�O�D�V�V���V�L�]�H���L�V��������

Require one adult for every four 18-month-olds, and a maximum class size of eight in child care
centers. [2008] 14

�&�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���R�Q�H���D�G�X�O�W���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\�������F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���P�D�[�L�P�X�P���F�O�D�V�V���V�L�]�H���L�V��������

Allocate state or federal funds for a network of infant/toddler specialists that provide assistance to
child care providers. [2010] 15

�$�O�O�R�F�D�W�H���&�&�'�)���I�X�Q�G�V���W�R���I�L�Q�D�Q�F�H���,�7�6�1��

Have early learning standards or developmental guidelines for infants and toddlers. [2010]16

Have an infant/toddler credential. [2010] 17

�$���F�R�P�E�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���F�U�H�G�L�W�����Q�R�Q���F�U�H�G�L�W�����R�U���R�W�K�H�U���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���D�U�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���W�R���R�E�W�D�L�Q���D���F�U�H�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O��

Require through regulation that infants and toddlers in child care centers be assigned a consistent
primary caregiver. [2008] 14

Have implemented a statewide Quality Rating Improvement System (QRIS) [2010]18

7 Screenings for children <1 year
�6�W�D�W�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V�������V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���������������R�I���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���L�Q������������

4 Screenings for children 1-2 years
�6�W�D�W�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V�������V�F�U�H�H�Q�V�������������R�I���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���L�Q������������

3 Screenings for children 3-5 years
�6�W�D�W�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V�������V�F�U�H�H�Q�V�������������R�I���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���L�Q������������
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PARENTING AND ECONOMIC SUPPORTS

State choices to promote effective parenting

Provide option to extend Medicaid coverage
for family planning to otherwise ineligible
low-income women [2011] 19

Exempt single parents on TANF from work
requirements until the youngest child
reaches age 1. [2009] 20

Reduce the TANF work requirement to 20
hours or less for single parents with children
under age 6 [2009] 21

Operate a statewide home visiting program.
[2007] 22

State choices to support family economic
security

Establish a state minimum wage that
exceeds the federal minimum wage
($7.25/hr). [2011] 23

����������

Exempt single-parent families of three below
the poverty level from personal income tax.
[2009] 24

�8�S���W�R�������������)�3�/

Offer a refundable state Earned Income Tax
Credit. [2010] 25

Offer a refundable state dependent care tax
credit. [2011] 26

�$���F�U�H�G�L�W���R�I�������������������R�I���W�K�H���I�H�G�H�U�D�O���&�$�'�&
�F�U�H�G�L�W���I�R�U�����F�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H�����H�[�S�H�Q�V�H�V�����F�O�D�L�P�H�G��
�E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���I�H�G�H�U�D�O���D�G�M�X�V�W�H�G���J�U�R�V�V���L�Q�F�R�P�H��

Keep copayments for child care subsidies
below 10% of family income for families of
three at 150% FPL [2010] 27

�&�R�S�D�\�P�H�Q�W�V���D�W�����������R�I���I�D�P�L�O�\���L�Q�F�R�P�H���D�W
�����������)�3�/��

Allow families on TANF to receive some or
all of their child support payment without
reducing TANF cash assistance. [2009]28

Offer exemptions and/or extensions of the
TANF benefit time limit for women who are
pregnant or caring for a child under age 6.
[2009] 21

Low-income young children with a parent employed
full-time, 20092

43% 

U.S. 

45% 

Colorado 

Education levels of mothers with young children, 20092

15% 16% 

Less than 
high school 

25% 
18% 

High school 

60% 
66% 

Some 
college 
or more 

U.S. Colorado 

Maximum annual TANF benefit for a family of 3, 200921

$11076 

Alaska 

$5544 

Colorado 

$2040 

Mississippi 

This profile is a product of NCCPÕsImprovingtheOddsforYoungChildreninitiative. It is funded through NCCPÕs
participation in The Birth to Five Policy Alliance, sponsoredby the Buffett Early Childhood Fund. The
information representsthe most recent 50-statedata sourcesand will be updated with the releaseof new
data. See<www.nccp.org/improvingtheodds> for other state profiles.
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State policies that promote health, education,
and strong families can help the early
development and school readiness of America's
youngest citizens. This profile highlights
Connecticut's policy choices alongside other
data related to the well-being of young children.

Health and Nutrition
�6�W�D�W�H�V���F�D�Q���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���E�\
�P�D�N�L�Q�J���N�H�\���S�R�O�L�F�\���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���L�Q���H�D�U�O�\���K�H�D�O�W�K���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W��
�7�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���,�7�2���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V���V�W�D�W�H�V�
���S�R�O�L�F�\���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���I�R�U
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���Z�H�O�O�E�H�L�Q�J�����������$�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���D�Q�G
�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�W�\���R�I���K�H�D�O�W�K���F�D�U�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�W�D�W�H���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���&�+�,�3
�H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���O�H�Y�H�O�V���D�Q�G���F�R�Y�H�U�D�J�H���R�I���O�H�J�D�O���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q��������
�3�D�U�H�Q�W�V�
���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���K�H�D�O�W�K���F�D�U�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U���O�R�Z���L�Q�F�R�P�H
�S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�W���Z�R�P�H�Q�����D�Q�G���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���D���P�H�G�L�F�D�O���K�R�P�H���I�R�U���\�R�X�Q�J
�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���������3�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�Y�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W��
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���D�G�K�H�U�H�Q�F�H���W�R���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�V���I�R�U
�Z�H�O�O���F�K�L�O�G���Y�L�V�L�W�V��

Early Care and Education
�6�W�D�W�H�V���P�D�N�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�\���F�D�U�H���D�Q�G
�H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���W�K�H�\���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���W�R���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�Q�G
�I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�����7�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���,�7�2���K�L�J�O�L�J�K�W�V���V�W�D�W�H�V�
���N�H�\���S�R�O�L�F�\
�F�K�R�L�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�I�I�H�F�W���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V�

�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���Z�R�U�N�����������$�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���F�K�L�O�G�F�D�U�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�X�E�V�L�G�\
�H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���O�H�Y�H�O�V���D�Q�G���U�H�L�P�E�X�U�V�H�P�H�Q�W���U�D�W�H�V�����D�Q�G���������6�W�D�W�H�V�

�L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���+�H�D�G���6�W�D�U�W�����(�D�U�O�\���+�H�D�G���6�W�D�U�W��
�S�U�H���N�L�Q�G�H�U�J�D�U�W�H�Q�����F�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H���F�H�Q�W�H�U�V�
���F�O�D�V�V���V�L�]�H���D�Q�G
�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���U�D�W�L�R�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���L�Q�I�D�Q�W���W�R�G�G�O�H�U
�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�W���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�V���D�Q�G���F�U�H�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O�V���D�Q�G���4�X�D�O�L�W�\���5�D�W�L�Q�J
�,�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���6�\�V�W�H�P�V��

Parenting and Economic Supports
�6�W�D�W�H�V���P�D�N�H���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���S�R�O�L�F�\���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���K�H�O�S���O�R�Z���L�Q�F�R�P�H
�S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���K�H�D�O�W�K�\
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�����7�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���,�7�2���V�S�R�W�O�L�J�K�W�V���V�W�D�W�H�V�
���S�R�O�L�F�\
�F�K�R�L�F�H�V���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���I�R�U
�O�R�Z���L�Q�F�R�P�H���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����������7�$�1�)
�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���R�I���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���������,�Q�F�R�P�H
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�D�[���U�H�O�L�H�I�����H�D�U�Q�H�G���L�Q�F�R�P�H���D�Q�G
�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���F�D�U�H���W�D�[���F�U�H�G�L�W�V�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���F�K�L�O�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W
�G�L�V�U�H�J�D�U�G�V��

Updated: September 26, 2011

Young children (under age 6)2: 246,211

Young children by income, 20092

Above 
low income 

71% 

Less than 
100% FPL 

14% 

100-200% FPL 
14% 

Low 
income 
29% 

Among young low-income children, 6% live in extreme poverty 
(less than 50% FPL). 

Young children by race/ethnicity, 20092

White 
59% 

Hispanic 
21% 

+"Other" represents all racial/ethnic groups with very small 
sample sizes 

Black 10% 
Asian 5% 
Bi/Multi-Racial 5% 
Other <1%+ 

Exposure to multiple risk factors* among young children,
20093

0 Risks 
49% 

1-2 Risks 
36% 

3+ Risks 
15% 

* Risk factors include any combination of the following: single parent, 
living in poverty, linguistically isolated, parents have less than a high 
school education, and parents have no paid employment. 
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION

State Choices to Promote Access
Income eligibility limit for public health insurance
(Medicaid/CHIP) at or above 200% of the federal
poverty level (FPL). [2010] 4

Provide lawfully residing immigrant children
with Medicaid/CHIP coverage without 5-year
waiting period [2010] 5

Provide lawfully residing pregnant immigrant
women with Medicaid/CHIP coverage without
5-year waiting period [2010] 5

Provide temporary coverage to pregnant
women under Medicaid until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2010] 4

Provide temporary coverage to children
under Medicaid or CHIP until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2010] 4

�$�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���I�R�U���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���R�Q�O�\

Include at-risk children in the definition of
eligibility for IDEA Part C. [2009] 6

Do not require redetermination of eligibility
for Medicaid/CHIP more than once a year
[2010] 4

Young children who lack health insurance, 20092

10% 

U.S. 

7% 

Connecticut 

Percent of eligible children who received at least one
EPSDT* screening, by age, 200829

94% 

Under 1 Year 

97% 

1 to 2 Years 

74% 

3 to 5 Years 

* Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and 
Treatment (EPSDT) 

Percent of low-income children with a medical home, by
insurance type, 20077

73% 

Public health 
insurance 

20% 

Private 
health 

insurance 

6% 

No health 
insurance 

Children <1 year
�6�W�D�W�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���V�H�W���D�W�������������)�3�/�����6�H�S�D�U�D�W�H
�6�W�D�W�H���&�+�,�3���3�U�R�J�U�D�P��

Children ages 1-5 years
�6�W�D�W�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���V�H�W���D�W�������������)�3�/�����6�H�S�D�U�D�W�H
�6�W�D�W�H���&�+�,�3���3�U�R�J�U�D�P��

Pregnant women
�6�W�D�W�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���V�H�W���D�W�������������)�3�/
���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G��

Immigrant children <1 year
�����������)�3�/�������F�R�Y�H�U�V���D�O�O���R�U���P�R�V�W���O�H�J�D�O
�L�P�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W�V

Immigrant children 1-5 years
�����������)�3�/�������F�R�Y�H�U�V���D�O�O���R�U���P�R�V�W���O�H�J�D�O
�L�P�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W�V

Immigrant pregnant women
�����������)�3�/�������F�R�Y�H�U�V���D�O�O���R�U���P�R�V�W���O�H�J�D�O
�L�P�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W�V
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION

State Choices to Promote Quality
EPSDT screening periodicity schedule meets recommendations of American Academy of Pediatrics [FY 2009]8

Require newborn screening for the 29 metabolic deficiencies/disorders recommended by the March
of Dimes [2011] 9

EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION

State choices to promote access

Set the income eligibility limit for child care
subsidies at or above 200% FPL. [2010] 10

�$���I�D�P�L�O�\���R�I���W�K�U�H�H���L�V���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���X�S���W�R������������������
�R�U�������������)�3�/�����7�K�L�V���L�V���D�Q���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���I�U�R�P
�����������)�3�/���L�Q������������

Child care subsidy reimbursement rate
meets the recommended 75th percentile of
the market rate for two consecutive years
[2010] 11

Redetermine the eligibility for child care
subsidies no more than once per year
[2010] 11

�(�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���U�H�G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G���H�Y�H�U�\���V�L�[���P�R�Q�W�K�V��

Supplement Early Head Start with state or
other federal funds. [2008] 12

Fund a pre-kindergarten program and/or
supplement Head Start. [2010] 13

�������������������������I�R�U���S�U�H���N�L�Q�G�H�U�J�D�U�W�H�Q���D�Q�G
�����������������������I�R�U���+�H�D�G���6�W�D�U�W

Monthly child care co-payment fees as a percent of
income for a family of three with one child in care,
201030

4% 

100% FPL 

6% 

150% FPL 

State choices to promote quality

Require one adult for every 8 4-year-olds, and a maximum class size of 16 in child care centers.
[2008] 14

�&�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���R�Q�H���D�G�X�O�W���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\���������F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���P�D�[�L�P�X�P���F�O�D�V�V���V�L�]�H���L�V��������

Require one adult for every four 18-month-olds, and a maximum class size of eight in child care
centers. [2008] 14

�&�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���R�Q�H���D�G�X�O�W���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\�������F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���P�D�[�L�P�X�P���F�O�D�V�V���V�L�]�H���L�V������

Allocate state or federal funds for a network of infant/toddler specialists that provide assistance to
child care providers. [2010] 15

Have early learning standards or developmental guidelines for infants and toddlers. [2010]16

Have an infant/toddler credential. [2010] 17

�&�U�H�G�L�W���E�H�D�U�L�Q�J���F�R�X�U�V�H���L�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���W�R���R�E�W�D�L�Q���D���F�U�H�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O��

Require through regulation that infants and toddlers in child care centers be assigned a consistent
primary caregiver. [2008] 14

Have implemented a statewide Quality Rating Improvement System (QRIS) [2010]18

7 Screenings for children <1 year
�6�W�D�W�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V�������V�F�U�H�H�Q�V�������������R�I���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���L�Q������������

4 Screenings for children 1-2 years
�6�W�D�W�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V�������V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���������������R�I���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���L�Q������������

3 Screenings for children 3-5 years
�6�W�D�W�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V�������V�F�U�H�H�Q�V�������������R�I���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���L�Q������������
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PARENTING AND ECONOMIC SUPPORTS

State choices to promote effective parenting

Provide option to extend Medicaid coverage
for family planning to otherwise ineligible
low-income women [2011] 19

Exempt single parents on TANF from work
requirements until the youngest child
reaches age 1. [2009] 20

�3�D�U�H�Q�W���P�X�V�W���U�H�W�X�U�Q���W�R���Z�R�U�N���Z�K�H�Q���F�K�L�O�G���L�V������
�P�R�Q�W�K�V�����H�[�H�P�S�W�L�R�Q���L�V���Y�D�O�L�G���R�Q�O�\���L�I���Q�R�W
�V�X�E�M�H�F�W���W�R���I�D�P�L�O�\���F�D�S

Reduce the TANF work requirement to 20
hours or less for single parents with children
under age 6 [2009] 21

�&�D�V�H���E�\���F�D�V�H���E�D�V�L�V

Operate a statewide home visiting program.
[2007] 22

State choices to support family economic
security

Establish a state minimum wage that
exceeds the federal minimum wage
($7.25/hr). [2011] 23

����������

Exempt single-parent families of three below
the poverty level from personal income tax.
[2009] 24

�8�S���W�R�������������)�3�/

Offer a refundable state Earned Income Tax
Credit. [2010] 25

Offer a refundable state dependent care tax
credit. [2011] 26

�&�7���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���K�D�Y�H���D���&�K�L�O�G���D�Q�G���'�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W
�&�D�U�H���7�D�[���F�U�H�G�L�W��

Keep copayments for child care subsidies
below 10% of family income for families of
three at 150% FPL [2010] 27

Low-income young children with a parent employed
full-time, 20092

43% 

U.S. 

41% 

Connecticut 

Education levels of mothers with young children, 20092

15% 8% 

Less than 
high school 

25% 
19% 

High school 

60% 

72% 

Some 
college 
or more 

U.S. Connecticut 

Maximum annual TANF benefit for a family of 3, 200921

$11076 

Alaska 

$6720 

Connecticut 

$2040 

Mississippi 

Allow families on TANF to receive some or all of their child support payment without reducing TANF
cash assistance. [2009]28

�8�S���W�R�����������D�O�O�R�Z�H�G�����6�X�S�S�R�U�W���D�P�R�X�Q�W���G�L�V�U�H�J�D�U�G�H�G���I�R�U���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�V���R�I���H�O�L�J�E�L�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���E�H�Q�H�I�L�W�V�����(�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�����,�I���W�K�H
�F�K�L�O�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���H�[�F�H�H�G�V���W�K�H���7�$�1�)���E�H�Q�H�I�L�W���E�\���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q�������������W�K�H���I�D�P�L�O�\���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�V���W�K�H���H�Q�W�L�U�H���D�P�R�X�Q�W���R�I
�F�K�L�O�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���L�V���I�X�O�O�\���F�R�X�Q�W�H�G���D�V���L�Q�F�R�P�H��

Offer exemptions and/or extensions of the TANF benefit time limit for women who are pregnant or
caring for a child under age 6. [2009] 21

�(�[�H�P�S�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���I�R�U�����Z�R�P�H�Q���S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�W���I�R�U���D�W���O�H�D�V�W�������P�R�Q�W�K�����D�Q�G���K�H�D�G�V���R�I���K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G���F�D�U�L�Q�J���I�R�U���D
�F�K�L�O�G���X�Q�G�H�U���������P�R�Q�W�K�V���R�I���D�J�H

This profile is a product of NCCPÕsImprovingtheOddsforYoungChildreninitiative. It is funded through NCCPÕs
participation in The Birth to Five Policy Alliance, sponsoredby the Buffett Early Childhood Fund. The
information representsthe most recent 50-statedata sourcesand will be updated with the releaseof new
data. See<www.nccp.org/improvingtheodds> for other state profiles.
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State policies that promote health, education,
and strong families can help the early
development and school readiness of America's
youngest citizens. This profile highlights
Delaware's policy choices alongside other data
related to the well-being of young children.

Health and Nutrition
�6�W�D�W�H�V���F�D�Q���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���E�\
�P�D�N�L�Q�J���N�H�\���S�R�O�L�F�\���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���L�Q���H�D�U�O�\���K�H�D�O�W�K���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W��
�7�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���,�7�2���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V���V�W�D�W�H�V�
���S�R�O�L�F�\���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���I�R�U
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���Z�H�O�O�E�H�L�Q�J�����������$�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���D�Q�G
�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�W�\���R�I���K�H�D�O�W�K���F�D�U�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�W�D�W�H���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���&�+�,�3
�H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���O�H�Y�H�O�V���D�Q�G���F�R�Y�H�U�D�J�H���R�I���O�H�J�D�O���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q��������
�3�D�U�H�Q�W�V�
���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���K�H�D�O�W�K���F�D�U�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U���O�R�Z���L�Q�F�R�P�H
�S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�W���Z�R�P�H�Q�����D�Q�G���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���D���P�H�G�L�F�D�O���K�R�P�H���I�R�U���\�R�X�Q�J
�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���������3�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�Y�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W��
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���D�G�K�H�U�H�Q�F�H���W�R���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�V���I�R�U
�Z�H�O�O���F�K�L�O�G���Y�L�V�L�W�V��

Early Care and Education
�6�W�D�W�H�V���P�D�N�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�\���F�D�U�H���D�Q�G
�H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���W�K�H�\���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���W�R���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�Q�G
�I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�����7�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���,�7�2���K�L�J�O�L�J�K�W�V���V�W�D�W�H�V�
���N�H�\���S�R�O�L�F�\
�F�K�R�L�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�I�I�H�F�W���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V�

�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���Z�R�U�N�����������$�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���F�K�L�O�G�F�D�U�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�X�E�V�L�G�\
�H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���O�H�Y�H�O�V���D�Q�G���U�H�L�P�E�X�U�V�H�P�H�Q�W���U�D�W�H�V�����D�Q�G���������6�W�D�W�H�V�

�L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���+�H�D�G���6�W�D�U�W�����(�D�U�O�\���+�H�D�G���6�W�D�U�W��
�S�U�H���N�L�Q�G�H�U�J�D�U�W�H�Q�����F�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H���F�H�Q�W�H�U�V�
���F�O�D�V�V���V�L�]�H���D�Q�G
�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���U�D�W�L�R�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���L�Q�I�D�Q�W���W�R�G�G�O�H�U
�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�W���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�V���D�Q�G���F�U�H�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O�V���D�Q�G���4�X�D�O�L�W�\���5�D�W�L�Q�J
�,�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���6�\�V�W�H�P�V��

Parenting and Economic Supports
�6�W�D�W�H�V���P�D�N�H���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���S�R�O�L�F�\���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���K�H�O�S���O�R�Z���L�Q�F�R�P�H
�S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���K�H�D�O�W�K�\
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�����7�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���,�7�2���V�S�R�W�O�L�J�K�W�V���V�W�D�W�H�V�
���S�R�O�L�F�\
�F�K�R�L�F�H�V���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���I�R�U
�O�R�Z���L�Q�F�R�P�H���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����������7�$�1�)
�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���R�I���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���������,�Q�F�R�P�H
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�D�[���U�H�O�L�H�I�����H�D�U�Q�H�G���L�Q�F�R�P�H���D�Q�G
�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���F�D�U�H���W�D�[���F�U�H�G�L�W�V�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���F�K�L�O�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W
�G�L�V�U�H�J�D�U�G�V��

Updated: September 26, 2011

Young children (under age 6)2: 68,368

Young children by income, 20092

Above 
low income 

60% 

Less than 
100% FPL 

19% 

100-200% FPL 
21% 

Low 
income 
40% 

Among young low-income children, 8% live in extreme poverty 
(less than 50% FPL). 

Young children by race/ethnicity, 20092

White 
53% 

Other 
47%+ 

+"Other" represents all racial/ethnic groups with very small 
sample sizes 

Exposure to multiple risk factors* among young children,
20093

0 Risks 
40% 

1-2 Risks 
40% 

3+ Risks 
20% 

* Risk factors include any combination of the following: single parent, 
living in poverty, linguistically isolated, parents have less than a high 
school education, and parents have no paid employment. 
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION

State Choices to Promote Access
Income eligibility limit for public health insurance
(Medicaid/CHIP) at or above 200% of the federal
poverty level (FPL). [2010] 4

Provide lawfully residing immigrant children
with Medicaid/CHIP coverage without 5-year
waiting period [2010] 5

Provide lawfully residing pregnant immigrant
women with Medicaid/CHIP coverage without
5-year waiting period [2010] 5

Provide temporary coverage to pregnant
women under Medicaid until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2010] 4

�&�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�R�X�V���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���I�R�U���&�+�,�3���R�Q�O�\

Provide temporary coverage to children
under Medicaid or CHIP until eligibility can
be formally determined. [2010] 4

Include at-risk children in the definition of
eligibility for IDEA Part C. [2009] 6

Do not require redetermination of eligibility
for Medicaid/CHIP more than once a year
[2010] 4

�7�U�X�H���I�R�U���&�+�,�3���R�Q�O�\

Young children who lack health insurance, 20092

10% 

U.S. 

6% 

Delaware 

Percent of eligible children who received at least one
EPSDT* screening, by age, 200829

89% 

Under 1 Year 

80% 

1 to 2 Years 

100% 

3 to 5 Years 

* Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and 
Treatment (EPSDT) 

Percent of low-income children with a medical home, by
insurance type, 20077

71% 

Public health 
insurance 

26% 

Private 
health 

insurance 

3% 

No health 
insurance 

Children <1 year
�6�W�D�W�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���V�H�W���D�W�������������)�3�/�����6�H�S�D�U�D�W�H
�6�W�D�W�H���&�+�,�3���3�U�R�J�U�D�P��

Children ages 1-5 years
�6�W�D�W�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���V�H�W���D�W�������������)�3�/�����6�H�S�D�U�D�W�H
�6�W�D�W�H���&�+�,�3���3�U�R�J�U�D�P��

Pregnant women
�6�W�D�W�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���V�H�W���D�W�������������)�3�/
���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G��

Immigrant children <1 year
�����������)�3�/�������F�R�Y�H�U�V���D�O�O���R�U���P�R�V�W���O�H�J�D�O
�L�P�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W�V

Immigrant children 1-5 years
�����������)�3�/�������F�R�Y�H�U�V���D�O�O���R�U���P�R�V�W���O�H�J�D�O
�L�P�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W�V

Immigrant pregnant women
�����������)�3�/�������F�R�Y�H�U�V���D�O�O���R�U���P�R�V�W���O�H�J�D�O
�L�P�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W�V
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION

State Choices to Promote Quality
EPSDT screening periodicity schedule meets recommendations of American Academy of Pediatrics [FY 2009]8

Require newborn screening for the 29 metabolic deficiencies/disorders recommended by the March
of Dimes [2011] 9

EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION

State choices to promote access

Set the income eligibility limit for child care
subsidies at or above 200% FPL. [2010] 10

�$���I�D�P�L�O�\���R�I���W�K�U�H�H���L�V���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���X�S���W�R������������������
�R�U�������������)�3�/�����7�K�L�V���L�V���D�Q���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���I�U�R�P
�����������)�3�/���L�Q������������

Child care subsidy reimbursement rate
meets the recommended 75th percentile of
the market rate for two consecutive years
[2010] 11

Redetermine the eligibility for child care
subsidies no more than once per year
[2010] 11

�(�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���U�H�G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G���H�Y�H�U�\���V�L�[���P�R�Q�W�K�V��

Supplement Early Head Start with state or
other federal funds. [2008] 12

Fund a pre-kindergarten program and/or
supplement Head Start. [2010] 13

�����������������������I�R�U���S�U�H���N�L�Q�G�H�U�J�D�U�W�H�Q���D�Q�G
�����������������������I�R�U���+�H�D�G���6�W�D�U�W

Monthly child care co-payment fees as a percent of
income for a family of three with one child in care,
201030

7% 

100% FPL 

9% 

150% FPL 

State choices to promote quality

Require one adult for every 8 4-year-olds, and a maximum class size of 16 in child care centers.
[2008] 14

�&�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���R�Q�H���D�G�X�O�W���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\���������F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���P�D�[�L�P�X�P���F�O�D�V�V���V�L�]�H���L�V���Q�R�W
�U�H�J�X�O�D�W�H�G��

Require one adult for every four 18-month-olds, and a maximum class size of eight in child care
centers. [2008] 14

�&�K�L�O�G���F�D�U�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���R�Q�H���D�G�X�O�W���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\�������F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���P�D�[�L�P�X�P���F�O�D�V�V���V�L�]�H���L�V���Q�R�W
�U�H�J�X�O�D�W�H�G��

Allocate state or federal funds for a network of infant/toddler specialists that provide assistance to
child care providers. [2010] 15

Have early learning standards or developmental guidelines for infants and toddlers. [2010]16

Have an infant/toddler credential. [2010] 17

Require through regulation that infants and toddlers in child care centers be assigned a consistent
primary caregiver. [2008] 14

Have implemented a statewide Quality Rating Improvement System (QRIS) [2010]18

7 Screenings for children <1 year
�6�W�D�W�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V�������V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���������������R�I���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���L�Q������������

4 Screenings for children 1-2 years
�6�W�D�W�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V�������V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���������������R�I���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���L�Q������������

3 Screenings for children 3-5 years
�6�W�D�W�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V�������V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���������������R�I���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���L�Q������������
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PARENTING AND ECONOMIC SUPPORTS

State choices to promote effective parenting

Provide option to extend Medicaid coverage
for family planning to otherwise ineligible
low-income women [2011] 19

�(�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���I�R�U���Z�R�P�H�Q���O�R�V�L�Q�J���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���I�R�U
�D�Q�\���U�H�D�V�R�Q��

Exempt single parents on TANF from work
requirements until the youngest child
reaches age 1. [2009] 20

�3�D�U�H�Q�W���P�X�V�W���U�H�W�X�U�Q���W�R���Z�R�U�N���Z�K�H�Q���F�K�L�O�G���L�V������
�P�R�Q�W�K�V�����H�[�H�P�S�W�L�R�Q���O�L�P�L�W�H�G���W�R������
�F�X�P�X�O�D�W�L�Y�H���P�R�Q�W�K�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J���O�L�I�H�W�L�P�H

Reduce the TANF work requirement to 20
hours or less for single parents with children
under age 6 [2009] 21

�5�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���W�R���Z�R�U�N���������K�R�X�U�V

Operate a statewide home visiting program.
[2007] 22

�����V�W�D�W�H�Z�L�G�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V

State choices to support family economic
security

Establish a state minimum wage that
exceeds the federal minimum wage
($7.25/hr). [2011] 23

����������

Exempt single-parent families of three below
the poverty level from personal income tax.
[2009] 24

�8�S���W�R�������������)�3�/

Offer a refundable state Earned Income Tax
Credit. [2010] 25

Offer a refundable state dependent care tax
credit. [2011] 26

�$���F�U�H�G�L�W���R�I�����������R�I���W�K�H�����D�O�O�R�Z�D�E�O�H�����I�H�G�H�U�D�O
�&�$�'�&���F�U�H�G�L�W��

Keep copayments for child care subsidies
below 10% of family income for families of
three at 150% FPL [2010] 27

Allow families on TANF to receive some or
all of their child support payment without
reducing TANF cash assistance. [2009]28

�8�S���W�R�����������D�O�O�R�Z�H�G�����6�X�S�S�R�U�W���D�P�R�X�Q�W
�G�L�V�U�H�J�D�U�G�H�G���I�R�U���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�V���R�I���H�O�L�J�E�L�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G
�E�H�Q�H�I�L�W�V�������6�W�D�W�H���D�O�V�R���X�V�H�V���I�L�O�O���W�K�H���J�D�S
�E�X�G�J�H�W�L�Q�J����

Offer exemptions and/or extensions of the
TANF benefit time limit for women who are
pregnant or caring for a child under age 6.
[2009] 21

Low-income young children with a parent employed
full-time, 20092

43% 

U.S. 

46% 

Delaware 

Education levels of mothers with young children, 20092
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high school 

25% 25% 

High school 
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Some 
college 
or more 
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Maximum annual TANF benefit for a family of 3, 200921

$11076 

Alaska 

$4065 
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$2040 

Mississippi 

This profile is a product of NCCPÕsImprovingtheOddsforYoungChildreninitiative. It is funded through NCCPÕs
participation in The Birth to Five Policy Alliance, sponsoredby the Buffett Early Childhood Fund. The
information representsthe most recent 50-statedata sourcesand will be updated with the releaseof new
data. See<www.nccp.org/improvingtheodds> for other state profiles.
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