
State policies that promote the economic security of our nationÕs families can help offset larger
economic and social conditions that make it difficult for families to get by and get ahead. This four-part
profile provides data on low-income children and families in the United States and summarizes state
policy choices regarding familiesÕ work attachment and advancement, income adequacy, and asset
development.

In the United States, there are 40.9 million families, with
73.8 million children. Among these children, 41 percent
live in low-income families, defined as income below twice
the federal poverty level (for 2009, $44,100 for a family of
four). Young children are particularly likely to live in
low-income families--44 percent of children under the age
of 6 live in low-income families.

Low wages and a lack of higher education contribute to
families having insufficient incomes. Nationally, 51 percent
of low-income children have at least one parent who works
full-time, year-round.

Parents without a college education often struggle to earn
enough to support a family, but only 27 percent of adults in
the U.S. have a bachelorÕs degree. A substantial portion of
children in the U.S. whose parents only have a high school
diploma--60 percent--are low income.

Children of foreign-born parents are also more likely to be
low income than children of native-born parents--60
percent of children of immigrant parents live in
low-income families.

Percent of children who are low-income by parental
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50-State Profiles and Report

For policy and demographic information for your state, visit www.nccp.org/profiles/fes.html. Each state profile
also provides links to 50-state tables of all policy and demographic information that can be viewed and
downloaded.
To learn more about the policy choices that states make and why they matter, see NCCPÕs recent report,Staying
Afloat in Tough Times: What States Are and ArenÕt Doing to Promote Family Economic Security
(www.nccp.org/publications/pub_833.html).

WORK ATTACHMENT AND ADVANCEMENT

State Choices to Promote Child Care Affordability and Access
Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) Subsidies

15 states set earnings limit at or above 200% of the federal poverty level (FPL) for a single-parent
family of three.2

33 states set co-payment at or below 10% of income, for a family of three, 150% FPL, one child in
care.3

14 states prohibit providers from charging additional fees.4

9 states set provider payment rates to at least 75th percentile of market rate.5

State Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit

13 states have a refundable credit available.6

State Choices to Promote Access to Health Insurance
Public Health Insurance for Parents

4 states set applicant earnings limit at or above 200% FPL
for single-parent family of three.7

0 states set parents' eligibility up to same limit as children. 8

11 states grant eligibility to legal immigrants for state-funded
benefits when barred from federal.9

17 states grant eligibility for prenatal care to legal immigrants
otherwise barred from benefits.10

Public Health Insurance for Children

44 states set income eligibility limit for public health
insurance (Medicaid/SCHIP) at or above 200% FPL for a
family of three for children ages birth to 18. 11

0 states 12
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State Choices to Promote Access to Benefits for the Under- and Unemployed
Unemployment Insurance

19 states count more recent earnings with alternate base
period.15

27 states grant some eligibility to those seeking part-time
work.16

15 states have general "good cause" provision.17

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Cash
Assistance

12 states set earnings limit at or above 75% FPL for a
single-parent family of three.18

Official unemployment rate, 200719
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INCOME ADEQUACY

State Choices to Increase and Supplement
Wages
Minimum Wage Standards

0 states 12

6 states index minimum wage to inflation.21

State Earned Income Tax Credit

20 states have enacted a refundable state EITC.22

12 states with a refundable credit set their state EITC at or
above 10% of the federal EITC.22

State Choices to Reduce Tax Burdens
Income Tax Liability

26 states set their income tax threshold for a two-parent
family of four above 100% FPL.23

24 states have no tax burden for two-parent family of four at
100% FPL. 23

Median annual household income for family of
four, 200624
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State Choices to Promote Access to Paid Leave
Family and Medical Leave

6 states have enacted provisions for paid family and/or medical leave.26

State Choices to Promote Adequate Benefits for the Under- and Unemployed
Unemployment Insurance

13 states provide an additional dependent allowance.27

32 states index weekly benefit amount to average weekly
wage.28

12 states provide at least 20 weeks of benefits to all
recipients.29

Food Stamps

7 states grant eligibility for state-funded benefits to legal
immigrants when barred from federal.30

Households facing hardships, 200631
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Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Cash Assistance

22 states provide an annual maximum benefit for family of three of at least $5,000. 18

22 states pass through or disregard a portion of child support income.32

ASSET DEVELOPMENT AND PROTECTION

State Policy Choices to Promote Asset Development
Individual Development Accounts

18 states have a state-supported IDA program in operation.33

State Choices to Promote Asset Protection
Public Health Insurance for Parents

23 states disregard assets in determining parents' eligibility
for public health insurance. 11

Public Health Insurance for Children

48 states disregard assets in determining children's eligibility
for public health insurance. 11

Food Stamps

50 states make their food stamp eligibility rules more
generous than federal rules, generally by aligning their
treatment of vehicles to a TANF-funded program.34

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Cash
Assistance

2 states disregard assets for eligibility determination.18

30 states exclude at least one vehicle from asset test.18

Children who are "asset poor," 200435
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State policies that promote the economic security of
our nationÕs families can help offset larger economic
and social conditions that make it difficult for
families to get by and get ahead. This four-part
profile provides data on AlabamaÕs low-income
children and families and highlights state policy
choices regarding familiesÕ work attachment and
advancement, income adequacy, and asset
development.

In Alabama, there are 615,883 families, with 1,112,429
children. Among these children, 42 percent live in families
that are low-income, defined as income below twice the
federal poverty level (nationally, 41 percent of children live
in low-income families). Young children are particularly
likely to live in low-income families.

Low wages and a lack of higher education contribute to
families having insufficient incomes. Nationally, 51 percent
of low-income children have at least one parent who works
full-time, year-round; in Alabama, the figure is 46 percent.

Parents without a college education often struggle to earn
enough to support a family, but only 21 percent of adults in
Alabama have a bachelorÕs degree. A substantial portion of
children in Alabama whose parents only have a high school
diploma--58 percent--are low income.

Children of foreign-born parents are also more likely to be
low income than children of native-born parents.
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WORK ATTACHMENT AND ADVANCEMENT

State Choices to Promote Child Care Affordability and Access
Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) Subsidies

Earnings limit for a single-parent family
of 32

$20,916/year

Co-payment as percent of income for
family of 3 at 150% FPL, 1 child in
care3

10%

Providers prohibited from charging
additional fees4

No

Provider payment rates at least 75th
percentile of market rate5

No37

Low-income children who have parents working
full- or part-time, 20081
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part-time 
Parent employed 
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State Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit

Refundable credit available6 No state credit

Benefit structure6 No state credit

Max benefit for family with 2 qualifying
children6

No state credit

State Choices to Promote Access to Health Insurance
Public Health Insurance for Parents

Applicant earnings limit for single parent
with 2 children 7

$4,392/year

Parents eligible up to same limit as
children, single parent with 2 children 8

No

Legal immigrants eligible for
state-funded benefits when barred from
federal9

No

Legal immigrants otherwise barred from
benefits eligible for prenatal care10

No

Public Health Insurance for Children

Medicaid income eligibility limit as % of
FPL for children ages 1-5 in family of
338

133%

Medicaid income eligibility limit as % of
FPL for children ages 6-19 in family of
338

100%

SCHIP (separate program) income
eligibility as % of FPL for children in
family of 3 11

200%

12

Health insurance status by age, 200713
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State Choices to Promote Access to Benefits for the Under- and Unemployed
Unemployment Insurance

State counts most recent earnings when
determining eligibility 15

No

Eligible if seeking part-time work16 No

State has general provision recognizing
"good cause" for quitting work17

No

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Cash
Assistance

Earnings limit for a single-parent family
of 318

$3,228/year

Official unemployment rate, 200719

4.6% 

U.S. 

3.5% 

Alabama 

Part-time workers who want full-time work,
200320

13% 

U.S. 

12% 

Alabama 

INCOME ADEQUACY

State Choices to Increase and Supplement
Wages
Minimum Wage Standards

12

Indexed to inflation 21 Not applicable

State Earned Income Tax Credit

Refundable credit available22 No state credit

Percent of federal EITC22 No state credit

State Choices to Reduce Tax Burdens
Income Tax Liability

Income tax threshold for single-parent
family of 3 23

$9,800/year

Income tax threshold for two-parent
family of 4 23

$12,600/year

Income tax burden for single-parent
family of 3 at 100% FPL 23

$303/year

Income tax burden for two-parent family
of 4 at 100% FPL 23

$423/year

Median annual household income for family of
four, 200624

$70,354 

U.S. 

$60,298 

Alabama 
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State Choices to Promote Access to Paid Leave
Family and Medical Leave

State provisions for paid leave26 None

State Choices to Promote Adequate Benefits for the Under- and Unemployed
Unemployment Insurance

Minimum weekly benefit (no
dependents)27

$45/week

Additional dependent allowance
provided27

No

Weekly benefit amount is indexed to
average weekly wage28

No

Potential duration of benefits29 15 - 26 weeks

Food Stamps

Households facing hardships, 200631
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insecure" 
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Legal immigrants eligible for
state-funded benefits when barred from
federal30

No

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Cash Assistance

Annual maximum benefit for family of
318

$2,580/year

Treatment of child support income32 No pass-through or disregard
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ASSET DEVELOPMENT AND PROTECTION

State Policy Choices to Promote Asset Development
Individual Development Accounts

State-supported IDA program in
operation33

No

State Choices to Promote Asset Protection
Public Health Insurance for Parents

Assets disregarded for eligibility
determination11

Yes

Public Health Insurance for Children

Assets disregarded for Medicaid
eligibility 39

Yes

Assets disregarded for SCHIP (separate
program) eligibility11

Yes

Food Stamps

Treatment of vehicles in asset test34 Aligned to TANF
cash assistance
rules

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Cash
Assistance

Assets disregarded for eligibility
determination18

No

Treatment of vehicles in asset test18 Excludes all
vehicles owned by
household

Children who are "asset poor," 200435
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Alabama 

Homeownership rate, 200736

68% 

U.S. 

73% 

Alabama 

N A T I O N A L  C E N T E R  F O R  C H I L D R E N  I N  P O V E R T Y A l a b a m a  S t a t e  F a m i l y  E c o n o m i c  S e c u r i t y  P r o f i l e
p a g e  9



State policies that promote the economic security of
our nationÕs families can help offset larger economic
and social conditions that make it difficult for
families to get by and get ahead. This four-part
profile provides data on AlaskaÕs low-income
children and families and highlights state policy
choices regarding familiesÕ work attachment and
advancement, income adequacy, and asset
development.

In Alaska, there are 97,980 families, with 180,656 children.
Among these children, 28 percent live in families that are
low-income, defined as income below twice the federal
poverty level (nationally, 41 percent of children live in
low-income families). Young children are particularly likely
to live in low-income families.

Low wages and a lack of higher education contribute to
families having insufficient incomes. Nationally, 51 percent
of low-income children have at least one parent who works
full-time, year-round; in Alaska, the figure is 47 percent.

Parents without a college education often struggle to earn
enough to support a family, but only 27 percent of adults in
Alaska have a bachelorÕs degree. A substantial portion of
children in Alaska whose parents only have a high school
diploma--39 percent--are low income.

Children of foreign-born parents are also more likely to be
low income than children of native-born parents.

Percent of children who are low-income by parental
education, 20081
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Children in Alaska by income level, 20081
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WORK ATTACHMENT AND ADVANCEMENT

State Choices to Promote Child Care Affordability and Access
Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) Subsidies

Earnings limit for a single-parent family
of 32

$46,243/year

Co-payment as percent of income for
family of 3 at 150% FPL, 1 child in
care3

1%

Providers prohibited from charging
additional fees4

No

Provider payment rates at least 75th
percentile of market rate5

No40

Low-income children who have parents working
full- or part-time, 20081

47% 

35% 

Alaska 

51% 

29% 

U.S. 

Parent employed 
part-time 
Parent employed 
full-time 

State Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit

Refundable credit available6 No state credit

Benefit structure6 No state credit

Max benefit for family with 2 qualifying
children6

No state credit

State Choices to Promote Access to Health Insurance
Public Health Insurance for Parents

Applicant earnings limit for single parent
with 2 children 7

$18,648/year

Parents eligible up to same limit as
children, single parent with 2 children 8

No

Legal immigrants eligible for
state-funded benefits when barred from
federal9

No

Legal immigrants otherwise barred from
benefits eligible for prenatal care10

No

Public Health Insurance for Children

Medicaid income eligibility limit as % of
FPL for children ages 1-5 in family of
338

175%

Medicaid income eligibility limit as % of
FPL for children ages 6-19 in family of
338

175%

SCHIP (separate program) income
eligibility as % of FPL for children in
family of 3 11

No separate SCHIP

12

Health insurance status by age, 200713
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Employer-based health insurance coverage,
2000 and 200614
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State Choices to Promote Access to Benefits for the Under- and Unemployed
Unemployment Insurance

State counts most recent earnings when
determining eligibility 15

No

Eligible if seeking part-time work16 No

State has general provision recognizing
"good cause" for quitting work17

Yes

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Cash
Assistance

Earnings limit for a single-parent family
of 318

$16,200/year

Official unemployment rate, 200719

4.6% 

U.S. 

6.2% 

Alaska 

Part-time workers who want full-time work,
200320

13% 

U.S. 

16% 

Alaska 

INCOME ADEQUACY

State Choices to Increase and Supplement
Wages
Minimum Wage Standards

12

Indexed to inflation 21 Not applicable

State Earned Income Tax Credit

Refundable credit available22 No state credit

Percent of federal EITC22 No state credit

State Choices to Reduce Tax Burdens
Income Tax Liability

Income tax threshold for single-parent
family of 3 23

No state income tax

Income tax threshold for two-parent
family of 4 23

No state income tax

Income tax burden for single-parent
family of 3 at 100% FPL 23

No state income tax

Income tax burden for two-parent family
of 4 at 100% FPL 23

No state income tax

Median annual household income for family of
four, 200624

$70,354 

U.S. 

$71,781 

Alaska 

Workers covered by a union, 1987 and 200725
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25% 
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2007 
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State Choices to Promote Access to Paid Leave
Family and Medical Leave

State provisions for paid leave26 None

State Choices to Promote Adequate Benefits for the Under- and Unemployed
Unemployment Insurance

Minimum weekly benefit (no
dependents)27

$44/week

Additional dependent allowance
provided27

Yes

Weekly benefit amount is indexed to
average weekly wage28

No

Potential duration of benefits29 16 - 26 weeks

Food Stamps

Households facing hardships, 200631

13% 11% 

Households that 
are "food 
insecure" 

44% 
50% 

Renting 
households that 
are "housing 

insecure" 

Alaska U.S. 

Legal immigrants eligible for
state-funded benefits when barred from
federal30

No

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Cash Assistance

Annual maximum benefit for family of
318

$11,076/year

Treatment of child support income32 Up to $50 passed through. Amount disregarded for purposes
of eligibility and benefits.
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ASSET DEVELOPMENT AND PROTECTION

State Policy Choices to Promote Asset Development
Individual Development Accounts

State-supported IDA program in
operation33

No

State Choices to Promote Asset Protection
Public Health Insurance for Parents

Assets disregarded for eligibility
determination11

No ($2,000)

Public Health Insurance for Children

Assets disregarded for Medicaid
eligibility 39

Yes

Assets disregarded for SCHIP (separate
program) eligibility11

No separate SCHIP

Food Stamps

Treatment of vehicles in asset test34 Aligned to TANF
cash assistance
rules

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Cash
Assistance

Assets disregarded for eligibility
determination18

No

Treatment of vehicles in asset test18 Excludes all
vehicles owned by
household

Children who are "asset poor," 200435

30% 

U.S. 

Data not 
available 

Alaska 

Homeownership rate, 200736

68% 

U.S. 

67% 

Alaska 
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State policies that promote the economic security of
our nationÕs families can help offset larger economic
and social conditions that make it difficult for
families to get by and get ahead. This four-part
profile provides data on ArizonaÕs low-income
children and families and highlights state policy
choices regarding familiesÕ work attachment and
advancement, income adequacy, and asset
development.

In Arizona, there are 899,357 families, with 1,685,146
children. Among these children, 47 percent live in families
that are low-income, defined as income below twice the
federal poverty level (nationally, 41 percent of children live
in low-income families). Young children are particularly
likely to live in low-income families.

Low wages and a lack of higher education contribute to
families having insufficient incomes. Nationally, 51 percent
of low-income children have at least one parent who works
full-time, year-round; in Arizona, the figure is 59 percent.

Parents without a college education often struggle to earn
enough to support a family, but only 25 percent of adults in
Arizona have a bachelorÕs degree. A substantial portion of
children in Arizona whose parents only have a high school
diploma--64 percent--are low income.

Children of foreign-born parents are also more likely to be
low income than children of native-born parents.

Percent of children who are low-income by parental
education, 20081
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No high 
school 
degree 
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Only a high 
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high school 
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Arizona U.S. 

Children in Arizona by income level, 20081
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WORK ATTACHMENT AND ADVANCEMENT

State Choices to Promote Child Care Affordability and Access
Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) Subsidies

Earnings limit for a single-parent family
of 32

$27,390/year

Co-payment as percent of income for
family of 3 at 150% FPL, 1 child in
care3

7%

Providers prohibited from charging
additional fees4

No

Provider payment rates at least 75th
percentile of market rate5

No

Low-income children who have parents working
full- or part-time, 20081

59% 

22% 

Arizona 

51% 

29% 

U.S. 

Parent employed 
part-time 
Parent employed 
full-time 

State Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit

Refundable credit available6 No state credit

Benefit structure6 No state credit

Max benefit for family with 2 qualifying
children6

No state credit

State Choices to Promote Access to Health Insurance
Public Health Insurance for Parents

Applicant earnings limit for single parent
with 2 children 7

$35,200/year

Parents eligible up to same limit as
children, single parent with 2 children 8

No

Legal immigrants eligible for
state-funded benefits when barred from
federal9

No

Legal immigrants otherwise barred from
benefits eligible for prenatal care10

No

Public Health Insurance for Children

Medicaid income eligibility limit as % of
FPL for children ages 1-5 in family of
338

133%

Medicaid income eligibility limit as % of
FPL for children ages 6-19 in family of
338

100%

SCHIP (separate program) income
eligibility as % of FPL for children in
family of 3 11

200%

12

Health insurance status by age, 200713

14% 
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Children who lack 
health insurance 

23% 
20% 

Adults who lack 
health insurance 
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Employer-based health insurance coverage,
2000 and 200614

63% 
68% 

Individuals 
under 65 
(2000) 

56% 

63% 

Individuals 
under 65 
(2006) 

60% 

66% 

Children 
under 18 
(2000) 

54% 
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Children 
under 18 
(2006) 
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State Choices to Promote Access to Benefits for the Under- and Unemployed
Unemployment Insurance

State counts most recent earnings when
determining eligibility 15

No

Eligible if seeking part-time work16 No

State has general provision recognizing
"good cause" for quitting work17

Yes

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Cash
Assistance

Earnings limit for a single-parent family
of 318

$7,032/year

Official unemployment rate, 200719

4.6% 

U.S. 

3.8% 

Arizona 

Part-time workers who want full-time work,
200320

13% 

U.S. 

12% 

Arizona 

INCOME ADEQUACY

State Choices to Increase and Supplement
Wages
Minimum Wage Standards

12

Indexed to inflation 21 Not applicable

State Earned Income Tax Credit

Refundable credit available22 No state credit

Percent of federal EITC22 No state credit

State Choices to Reduce Tax Burdens
Income Tax Liability

Income tax threshold for single-parent
family of 3 23

$20,100/year

Income tax threshold for two-parent
family of 4 23

$23,600/year

Income tax burden for single-parent
family of 3 at 100% FPL 23

$0/year

Income tax burden for two-parent family
of 4 at 100% FPL 23

$0/year

Median annual household income for family of
four, 200624

$70,354 

U.S. 

$65,050 

Arizona 

Workers covered by a union, 1987 and 200725

8% 

19% 

1987 

10% 

13% 

2007 
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State Choices to Promote Access to Paid Leave
Family and Medical Leave

State provisions for paid leave26 None

State Choices to Promote Adequate Benefits for the Under- and Unemployed
Unemployment Insurance

Minimum weekly benefit (no
dependents)27

$60/week

Additional dependent allowance
provided27

No

Weekly benefit amount is indexed to
average weekly wage28

No

Potential duration of benefits29 12 - 26 weeks

Food Stamps

Households facing hardships, 200631

13% 11% 

Households that 
are "food 
insecure" 

49% 50% 

Renting 
households that 
are "housing 

insecure" 

Arizona U.S. 

Legal immigrants eligible for
state-funded benefits when barred from
federal30

No

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Cash Assistance

Annual maximum benefit for family of
318

$4,164/year

Treatment of child support income32 No pass-through or disregard
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ASSET DEVELOPMENT AND PROTECTION

State Policy Choices to Promote Asset Development
Individual Development Accounts

State-supported IDA program in
operation33

No

State Choices to Promote Asset Protection
Public Health Insurance for Parents

Assets disregarded for eligibility
determination11

Yes

Public Health Insurance for Children

Assets disregarded for Medicaid
eligibility 39

Yes

Assets disregarded for SCHIP (separate
program) eligibility11

Yes

Food Stamps

Treatment of vehicles in asset test34 Aligned to TANF
cash assistance
rules

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Cash
Assistance

Assets disregarded for eligibility
determination18

No

Treatment of vehicles in asset test18 Excludes all
vehicles owned by
household

Children who are "asset poor," 200435

30% 

U.S. 

36% 

Arizona 

Homeownership rate, 200736

68% 

U.S. 

70% 

Arizona 
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State policies that promote the economic security of
our nationÕs families can help offset larger economic
and social conditions that make it difficult for
families to get by and get ahead. This four-part
profile provides data on ArkansasÕs low-income
children and families and highlights state policy
choices regarding familiesÕ work attachment and
advancement, income adequacy, and asset
development.

In Arkansas, there are 401,072 families, with 701,735
children. Among these children, 53 percent live in families
that are low-income, defined as income below twice the
federal poverty level (nationally, 41 percent of children live
in low-income families). Young children are particularly
likely to live in low-income families.

Low wages and a lack of higher education contribute to
families having insufficient incomes. Nationally, 51 percent
of low-income children have at least one parent who works
full-time, year-round; in Arkansas, the figure is 56 percent.

Parents without a college education often struggle to earn
enough to support a family, but only 18 percent of adults in
Arkansas have a bachelorÕs degree. A substantial portion of
children in Arkansas whose parents only have a high school
diploma--67 percent--are low income.

Children of foreign-born parents are also more likely to be
low income than children of native-born parents.

Percent of children who are low-income by parental
education, 20081
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Children in Arkansas by income level, 20081
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WORK ATTACHMENT AND ADVANCEMENT

State Choices to Promote Child Care Affordability and Access
Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) Subsidies

Earnings limit for a single-parent family
of 32

$35,724/year 41

Co-payment as percent of income for
family of 3 at 150% FPL, 1 child in
care3

5%41

Providers prohibited from charging
additional fees4

Yes41

Provider payment rates at least 75th
percentile of market rate5

Yes41

Low-income children who have parents working
full- or part-time, 20081

56% 

27% 

Arkansas 

51% 

29% 

U.S. 

Parent employed 
part-time 
Parent employed 
full-time 

State Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit

Refundable credit available6 Yes42

Benefit structure6 Credit of 20% of federal credit 42

Max benefit for family with 2 qualifying
children6

$420/year42

State Choices to Promote Access to Health Insurance
Public Health Insurance for Parents

Applicant earnings limit for single parent
with 2 children 7

$35,200/year 43

Parents eligible up to same limit as
children, single parent with 2 children 8

No43

Legal immigrants eligible for
state-funded benefits when barred from
federal9

No43

Legal immigrants otherwise barred from
benefits eligible for prenatal care10

Yes (no immigration
test)43

Public Health Insurance for Children

Medicaid income eligibility limit as % of
FPL for children ages 1-5 in family of
338

200%

Medicaid income eligibility limit as % of
FPL for children ages 6-19 in family of
338

200%

SCHIP (separate program) income
eligibility as % of FPL for children in
family of 3 11

No separate SCHIP

12

Health insurance status by age, 200713

6% 

11% 

Children who lack 
health insurance 

23% 
20% 

Adults who lack 
health insurance 

Arkansas U.S. 

Employer-based health insurance coverage,
2000 and 200614

62% 

68% 

Individuals 
under 65 
(2000) 

55% 

63% 

Individuals 
under 65 
(2006) 

59% 

66% 

Children 
under 18 
(2000) 

49% 

60% 

Children 
under 18 
(2006) 

Arkansas U.S. 
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State Choices to Promote Access to Benefits for the Under- and Unemployed
Unemployment Insurance

State counts most recent earnings when
determining eligibility 15

No

Eligible if seeking part-time work16 Yes, in some cases44

State has general provision recognizing
"good cause" for quitting work17

Yes44

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Cash
Assistance

Earnings limit for a single-parent family
of 318

$3,348/year

Official unemployment rate, 200719

4.6% 

U.S. 

5.4% 

Arkansas 

Part-time workers who want full-time work,
200320

13% 

U.S. 

13% 

Arkansas 

INCOME ADEQUACY

State Choices to Increase and Supplement
Wages
Minimum Wage Standards

12

Indexed to inflation 21 Not applicable

State Earned Income Tax Credit

Refundable credit available22 No state credit

Percent of federal EITC22 No state credit

State Choices to Reduce Tax Burdens
Income Tax Liability

Income tax threshold for single-parent
family of 3 23

$14,900/year

Income tax threshold for two-parent
family of 4 23

$20,700/year

Income tax burden for single-parent
family of 3 at 100% FPL 23

$177/year

Income tax burden for two-parent family
of 4 at 100% FPL 23

$63/year

Median annual household income for family of
four, 200624

$70,354 

U.S. 

$52,185 

Arkansas 

Workers covered by a union, 1987 and 200725

13% 

19% 

1987 

7% 

13% 

2007 
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State Choices to Promote Access to Paid Leave
Family and Medical Leave

State provisions for paid leave26 None

State Choices to Promote Adequate Benefits for the Under- and Unemployed
Unemployment Insurance

Minimum weekly benefit (no
dependents)27

$71/week

Additional dependent allowance
provided27

No

Weekly benefit amount is indexed to
average weekly wage28

Yes

Potential duration of benefits29 9 - 26 weeks

Food Stamps

Households facing hardships, 200631

14% 
11% 

Households that 
are "food 
insecure" 

49% 50% 

Renting 
households that 
are "housing 

insecure" 

Arkansas U.S. 

Legal immigrants eligible for
state-funded benefits when barred from
federal30

No

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Cash Assistance

Annual maximum benefit for family of
318

$2,448/year

Treatment of child support income32 No pass-through or disregard
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ASSET DEVELOPMENT AND PROTECTION

State Policy Choices to Promote Asset Development
Individual Development Accounts

State-supported IDA program in
operation33

Yes

State Choices to Promote Asset Protection
Public Health Insurance for Parents

Assets disregarded for eligibility
determination11

No ($1,000)

Public Health Insurance for Children

Assets disregarded for Medicaid
eligibility 39

Yes

Assets disregarded for SCHIP (separate
program) eligibility11

No separate SCHIP

Food Stamps

Treatment of vehicles in asset test34 Aligned to TANF
cash assistance
rules

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Cash
Assistance

Assets disregarded for eligibility
determination18

No

Treatment of vehicles in asset test18 Excludes value of 1
vehicle per
household

Children who are "asset poor," 200435

30% 

U.S. 

37% 

Arkansas 

Homeownership rate, 200736

68% 

U.S. 

70% 

Arkansas 
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