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Who We Are

Ë NCCP is the nationõs leading public policy research 

center dedicated to the economic security, health, 

and well -being of low -income children and families.

Ë Part of Columbia Universityõs Mailman School of 

Public Health, NCCP promotes family-oriented 

solutions at the state and national levels.

Ë Our ultimate goal: Improved outcomes for the next 

generation.
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What We Believe

Ë Poverty is the single greatest threat to childrenõs 
well -being. 

Ë Effective public policies can make a difference.

Ë Two primary strategies:

üMake work pay.

üProvide high-quality early care and learning 
experiences. 
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Overview of Presentation

Ë Designing Policies to Make Work Pay in 

Louisiana

Ë Measuring the Impact of Work Support 

Policies on Child Poverty
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Designing Policies to 
Make Work Pay in 

Louisiana
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The Challenge

Ë Even many full-time workers canõt make ends meet.

Ë òWork supportsó ðsuch as earned income tax 

credits, child care assistance, health insurance, and 

food stamps ðcan help.

Ë These benefits encourage, support, and reward 

employment. 
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The Challenge (cont)

Ë But available supports often arenõt enough, and few 

families receive all of the benefits for which theyõre 

eligible.

Ë Moreover, most work supports are means-tested so 

families lose benefits as earnings increase ðoften 

before theyõre able to make ends meet without them.
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A Comprehensive Work Support System Should:

Ë Provide adequate family resources . If parents work 

full time, their earnings combined with public benefits 

should be sufficient to cover basic family expenses.

Ë Reward progress in the workforce . When parents 

increase their earnings, their families should always be 

better off. 
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NCCPôs Family Resource Simulator

Ë The Family Resource Simulator is an interactive, 

web-based policy tool designed to assess the 

effectiveness of work support policies.

Ë The Simulator illustrates the impact of existing state 

and federal work supports on family budgets.

Ë The Simulator also can be used to model the impact 

of potential policy reforms.
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NCCPôs Family Resource Simulator (cont)

Ë Family Resource Simulators are currently available for 

20 states, with more coming soon.

Ë Support for the project comes from the Annie E. 

Casey Foundation, with additional funds from state 

and regional sources including:

üLouisiana Department of Social Services (2007)

üPicard Center for Child Development (2009)
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REPLACE WITH LA
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Key Findings in Louisiana

1. A full -time job is often not enough.

Ë Without work supports, a single parent with two 

children in Baton Rouge needs to earn $18 an hour 

(about $38,000 a year) to cover basic necessities.

Ë Across the state, that parent needs to earn about $13 

to $21 an hour (depending on local cost of living) to 

make ends meet.



Source: National Center for Children in Povertyõs Basic Needs Budget Calculator <www.nccp.org/tools/budget>.
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Key Findings in Louisiana (cont)

Ë This is based on a bare-bones budget that includes 

only the most basic daily living expenses.

Ë It does not include:

üDebt payments 

üSavings for a home, childrenõs education or retirement

üLeisure activities or enrichment activities for children 

üFinancial cushion in case of illness or other family crisis
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Key Findings in Louisiana (cont)

2. Work supports can close the gap.

Ë Louisianaõs work support policies can significantly 

narrow ðand in some cases, closeðthe gap between 

low wages and the rising cost of basic needs.

Ë But for low -wage workers, it takes multiple benefits 

in addition to a full -time job to make ends meet.





www.nccp.org

Key Findings in Louisiana (cont)

3. Benefit òcliffsó keep families struggling.

Ë As parents advance in the workforce, the loss of 

critical supports keeps them struggling to get ahead.

Ë Just a small increase in earnings sometimes triggers 

a sharp reduction in benefits ðcalled a òcliff.ó 

Ë The result is that increased earnings may leave a 

family no better off ðor even worse off. 
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Ë Familiesõ ability to make ends meet varies based on:

üWhere they live (though lower cost areas also tend to have 

lower wages).

üAssumptions about the cost of health care, child care and 

other expenses.

üFamily size and composition.

Ë But patterns are largely consistent.

Key Findings in Louisiana (cont)




