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First, What Do We Mean by ñProfessional 

Development?ò

Ë A number of experiences that promote the 

education, training and development opportunities 

for EC practitioners

ÁFocus today... Practicing vs preservice educators

Ë Long-term goal is to facilitate learning and social -

emotional competencies in young children and 

certain family attitudes and abilities
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Immediate Objectives of ECPD

Ë Advance the knowledge, skills, dispositions, and 

practices of EC providers

ÁOutcomes of PD efforts that target knowledge, skills, and 

dispositions are expected in teachersõ interactions with 

children and families and a host of other specific practices

Ë Promote a culture for ongoing professional growth 

in individuals and systems

ÁThe responsibility for delivering effective service is 

transferred from trainer/coach/consultant to individuals 

and groups

ÁAn òethic of responsibilityó for sustaining quality and 

ongoing growth and learning is promulgated
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The Scientific Context for Early Childhood 

Professional Development

Ë Need to go beyond questions that address caregiver 

education, credential, and experience

Ë Need to expand from focus on form

Ë Need to build a body of evidence about the 

processes inherent within PD and both proximal 

(direct) and distal (indirect) outcomes
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Ë Interagency School Readiness Consortium:

ÁAn initiative of federal agencies wherein 8 research teams 

were funded to investigate the efficacy of school readiness 

interventions

ÅDepartment of Health and Human Services (DHHS): National 

Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD), 

Administration for Children and Families (ACF), Office of the 

Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation (ASPE); and the 

Department of Education (ED) Office of Special Education and 

Rehabilitative Services 

ÁEach field trial included some form of professional 

development in efforts to facilitate ECEõs implementation 

of tested interventions

The Scientific Context for Early Childhood 

Professional Development: ISRC
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Purposes of Talk

Ë To summarize several studies in the ISRC vis á vis 

their implementation and evaluation of professional 

development

ÁStudies were designed as school readiness intervention 

efficacy trials, not PD studies

Ë To identify contributions of the ISRC studies in 

relation to research needs in the field, particularly 

as related to processes (versus structures) 

associated with PD

ÁSee special series in upcoming issue of Early Education and 

Development (June, 2009) for full articles
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Study 1: Childrenôs School Success (S. Odom, 

PI)

Ë Multi -site experimental study investigating the 

effects of an integrated curriculum

ÁDomains of development around which integrated 

curriculum was developed included social -emotional, 

science, math, language/literacy

ÁAn element of individualization was included

Ë Head Start and Pre-K classrooms (n=45) in five 

distinct geographic sites across the US were involved
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Study 1: CSS Professional Development Focus

Ë Lieber, Butera, Hanson, Palmer, Horn, Czaja, 

Diamond, Goodman-Jansen, Daniels, Gupta, & Odom

Ë Two-day workshop focusing on the CSS curriculum, 

classroom management, child development 

(lecture, discussion, video, practice)

Ë Additional training day later in the school year

Ë Coaching, technical assistance, implementation help 

provided weekly by site supervisor



www.nccp.org

Study 1: CSS Professional Development Focus 

Ë Qualitative study investigated differences between 

òhigh implementersó (n=22) and òlow 

implementersó (n=11)

Ë Addressed questions about factors that influence 

implementation of the CSS curriculum

Ë Nine themes emerged as important to high and low 

levels of CSS implementation; they clustered around 

teacher themes, content/curriculum & instruction  

themes, and beyond the teacher/ relationship 

themes


