NC School Readiness Indicators Project:  Resource List

School Readiness in North Carolina

Report of the Ready For School Goal Team: This report provided a definition for North Carolina of a Ready Child and a Ready School. The report was endorsed by the State Board of Education among others.

North Carolina School Readiness Assessment: In Fall 2000, this assessment was conducted to gather information about school readiness from a statewide representative sample of 1034 kindergartners and 189 public schools. The purpose was to take a “snapshot” of school readiness at the state level.

Both reports can be accessed at http://www.fpg.unc.edu/~SchoolReadiness
Getting Ready

The National School Readiness Indicators Initiative: Making Progress for Young Children
http://www.gettingready.org/matriarch/
The National Governor’s Association’s Center for Best Practices

Report on School Readiness

http://www.nga.org/cda/files/0501TaskForceReadiness.pdf 

Pathways to Outcomes

The School Readiness Pathway is a broad and coherent body of information about what it takes to increase the number of children who are ready for school learning at the time of school entry. It highlights actions that individuals and organizations can take to achieve three crucial goals: good health, supportive social and cognitive environments, and safe, strong neighborhoods.
http://www.pathwaystooutcomes.org
PRAMS 
The Pregnancy Risk Assessment Monitoring System (PRAMS) is an ongoing mail/telephone survey of women who have recently given birth. The goal of PRAMS is to improve the health of mothers and babies in North Carolina.  From the survey, we collect information on pregnancy risk factors, access to health care services, and other issues related to improving the mother's and  baby's health. We ask questions about behaviors and attitudes before, during, and after pregnancy on several topics. This information is used to evaluate and improve services to mothers and babies. Findings are distributed to health departments, state agencies, state legislators, professional societies, and others interested. 

http://www.schs.state.nc.us/SCHS/
CHAMP
The Child Health Assessment and Monitoring Program (CHAMP) survey was developed in the fall of 2004 and implemented in January 2005. CHAMP is the first survey of its kind in North Carolina to measure the health characteristics of children, ages 0 to 17. Eligible children for the CHAMP survey are drawn each month from the BRFSS (Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System) telephone survey of adults, ages 18 and older. All adult respondents with children living in their households are invited to participate in the CHAMP survey. One child is randomly selected from the household and the adult most knowledgeable about the health of the selected child is interviewed in a follow-up survey. All questions about the selected child are answered only by the most knowledgeable adult. CHAMP surveys will be revised each year to meet the child health surveillance needs of North Carolina.  CHAMP, by collecting data for young children, will contribute to a seamless health data system for all North Carolina citizens from birth to old age. Questions on the CHAMP survey pertain to a wide variety of health-related topics, including breast feeding, early childhood development, access to health care, oral health, mental health, physical health, nutrition, physical activity, family involvement, and parent opinion on topics such as tobacco and childhood obesity. Collected annually, the CHAMP survey data will help monitor child health status and identify child health problems; will help evaluate child health programs and services; will help health professionals make evidence-based decisions, policies and plans; and will help monitor progress towards selected health targets, such as Healthy Carolinians 2010.
http://www.schs.state.nc.us/SCHS/champ/
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