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Child Care & Early Education
R E S E A R C H  C O N N E C T I O N S

The Reviews of Research series synthesizes research on selected topics in 
child care and early education. For each topic, Reviews of Research provides 
an in-depth Literature Review and a summary Research Brief. Also, for each, a 
companion Table of Methods and Findings from the literature reviewed is avail-
able on the Research Connections web site: www.childcareresearch.org.

What We Know

 Families with children ages birth through 5 are more likely to use subsidies 
than families with children ages 6 and over.

 Families who currently receive or are transitioning from cash assistance are 
more likely to use child care subsidies than those with no recent history of cash 
assistance.

 Single-parent families are more likely than two-parent families to use 
subsidies.

 African-American mothers appear more likely to apply for and use child care 
subsidies than mothers from other racial/ethnic backgrounds.

 Families using center-based care appear more likely to use child care subsidies 
than families using other forms of care.

 Parents with higher tolerance for the hassles that families may encounter in 
applying for and maintaining child care subsidies appear more likely to use 
subsidies.
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Studies to Watch For in the Future

 Employment and TANF Outcomes for Low-Income 
Families Receiving Child Care Subsidies in Illinois, 
Maryland, and Texas. Chapin Hall Center for 
Children, University of Chicago

 This study will blend nonpublicly available, individual-
level U.S. Census data with individual-level 
administrative data from child care subsidy, TANF, 
and Unemployment Insurance in the three states. 

 Child Care Quality—Does Partnering with Head Start 
Matter? Education Development Center

 This study will conduct a three-year investigation 
in Ohio to examine observed quality and children’s 
school readiness in centers with and without Child 
Care/Head Start partnerships.
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