
 

Attendance Rates and Child Outcomes 

Each September marks Attendance Awareness Month, which recognizes the important role 
attendance plays in supporting children's development, learning, and academic achievement. 
Research has examined this role extensively for attendance during children's K-12 school years. 
For children's early years there is a wide range of research exploring topics related to the time 
they spend enrolled in programs, including in full- versus part-day programs, their age at 
enrollment, and the number of years of program enrollment. However, there is less research 
asking: once children are enrolled in a given program, how often do they attend and how does 
attendance relate to their developmental and school outcomes? This Topic of Interest 
highlights research that addresses those questions. 

See research:  

• Research report: Preschool attendance in Chicago Public Schools: Relationships with 
learning outcomes and reasons for absences (2014) 

• Early elementary performance and attendance in Baltimore city schools' pre-
kindergarten and kindergarten (2012) 

• Children's attendance rates and quality of teacher-child interactions in at-risk preschool 
classrooms: Contribution to children's expressive language growth (2011) 

• Relation of Head Start attendance to children's cognitive and social outcomes: 
Moderation by family risk (2002) 
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