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Quality Rating and Improvement System State Evaluations and 
Research 

 
A quality rating and improvement system (QRIS) is a method used by states and local 
jurisdictions to assess the level of quality of child care and early education programs, improve 
quality, and convey quality ratings to parents and other consumers. A typical QRIS incorporates 
the following components: quality standards for participating providers; a system for measuring 
and monitoring provider quality; resources for providers to support quality improvement; 
financial incentives for providers who meet quality standards; and education and outreach to 
families about the ratings and how to choose a quality program for their children.  
 
In 2010, Assessing States' Child Care Quality Rating Systems (QRS), a project funded by the U.S. 
Administration for Children and Families, Office of Planning, Research and Evaluation, produced 
a compendium that documented features of QRISs in 25 states that had them at the time. An 
updated online version of the compendium was released in 2014, which included information 
on 38 states with QRISs. 
 
Many jurisdictions with QRISs, as well as other interested organizations and individuals, have 
undertaken research and evaluation efforts to improve their understanding of QRIS 
implementation, validity, results, and impacts. This Topic of Interest provides a comprehensive 
list of state QRIS evaluations and research in the Research Connections collection. If you know 
of state QRIS research and evaluation publications not included in this list, please let us know 
at contact@researchconnections.org. 
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Arizona Iowa Missouri Pennsylvania 
Arkansas Kentucky Nevada Rhode Island 
California Louisiana New Mexico Tennessee 
Colorado Maine New Jersey Vermont 
Delaware Maryland New York Virginia 
Florida Massachusetts North Carolina Washington 
Georgia Michigan Ohio West Virginia 
Illinois Minnesota Oklahoma Wisconsin 
Indiana Mississippi Oregon Multistate 
    
 
Arizona 
 
Epstein, D. J., Hegseth, D., Friese, S., Miranda, B., Gebhart, T., Partika, A., & Tout, K. (2017). 
Quality First: Arizona's early learning quality improvement and rating system implementation 
and validation study. Chapel Hill, NC: Child Trends.  
 
Tout, K., Magnuson, K. A., Lipscomb, S. T., Karoly, L. A., Starr, R., Quick, H., Early, D., & et al. 
(2017). Validation of the quality ratings used in quality rating and improvement systems (QRIS): 
A synthesis of state studies. (OPRE Report No. 2017-92). Washington, DC: U.S. Administration 
for Children and Families, Office of Planning, Research and Evaluation.  
 
Tout, K., Starr, R., Wenner, J., & Hilty, R. (2016). Measures used in quality rating and 
improvement systems (QRIS) validation studies. (OPRE Research Brief No. 2016-110). 
Washington, DC: U.S. Administration for Children and Families, Office of Planning, Research and 
Evaluation.  
 
 
 
Arkansas 
 
McKelvey, L., Chapin-Critz, M., Johnson, B., Bokony, P. A., Conners-Burrow, N. A., & Whiteside-
Mansell, L. (2010). Evaluating Arkansas' path to better child outcomes. Little Rock: Arkansas, 
Division of Child Care and Early Childhood Education. 
 
 
 
California 
 
American Institutes for Research., & Rand Corporation. (2013). Local quality improvement 
efforts and outcomes descriptive study: Final report: A Governor's State Advisory Council on 
Early Learning and Care project. Sacramento: California, Child Development Division. 
 
Bay Area Quality Early Learning Partnership.  (2015). Assessment in quality rating & 

https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/34729
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/34729
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/35385
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/35385
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/33389
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/33389
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/28769
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/26608
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/26608
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/26608
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/33450
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improvement systems. [Bay Area Counties], CA: Bay Area Quality Early Learning Partnership.  
 
Bay Area Quality Early Learning Partnership.  (2015). Coaching in quality rating & improvement 
systems. [Bay Area Counties], CA: Bay Area Quality Early Learning Partnership.  
 
Bay Area Quality Early Learning Partnership.  (2015). Early learning workforce development. 
[Bay Area Counties], CA: Bay Area Quality Early Learning Partnership.  
 
Bay Area Quality Early Learning Partnership.  (2015). Development of a quality early learning 
system. [Bay Area Counties], CA: Bay Area Quality Early Learning Partnership.  
 
Bay Area Quality Early Learning Partnership.  (2015). The Bay Area regional QRIS pilot. [Bay Area 
Counties], CA: Bay Area Quality Early Learning Partnership.  
 
Bay Area Quality Early Learning Partnership.  (2015). Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge: 
Achievements and lessons learned from regional QRIS implementation. [Bay Area Counties], CA: 
Bay Area Quality Early Learning Partnership.  
 
California. Governor.  (2017). Early Learning Challenge: 2016 final performance report: 
California. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education.  
 
California. Governor.  (2016). Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge: 2015 annual 
performance report: California. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education.  
 
California. Governor.  (2015). Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge: 2014 annual 
performance report: California. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services.  
 
California. Governor.  (2013). Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge annual performance 
report: California, 2012. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education.  
 
California. Governor.  (n.d.). Annual Performance Report: California 2013. Washington, DC: U.S. 
Department of Education.  
 
Crow, S., & Rock, L. (2016). New kids on the block: Findings from the first year of California's 
State Preschool QRIS Block Grant. Berkeley, CA: Opportunity Institute. 
 
Crow, S., & Rock, L. (2015). California's local approach to raising quality in early childhood 
programs. Berkeley, CA: Opportunity Institute. 
 
Harder + Company Community Research.  (2016). First 5 Alameda County QRIS evaluation. 
Alameda CA: First 5 Alameda County.  
 
Hawkinson, L. E., Quick, H., Muenchow, S., Anthony, J., Weinberg, E., Holod, A., Parrish, D., & et 

https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/33450
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/33449
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/33449
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/33448
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/33447
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/33447
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/33446
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/33444
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/33444
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/34576
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/34576
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/32271
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/32271
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/30968
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/30968
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/28864
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/28864
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/28712
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/31768
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/31768
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/31767
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/31767
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/35246
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al. (2015). Independent evaluation of California's Race to the Top--Early Learning Challenge 
quality rating and improvement system: Half-term report. Sacramento: California, Department 
of Education. 
 
Karoly, L. A., & Zellman, G. L. (2012). How would programs rate under California's proposed 
quality rating and improvement system?: Evidence from statewide and county data on early 
care and education program quality. (DB-647-PF). Santa Monica, CA: Rand Corporation. 
 
Kirby, G., Caronongan, P., Esposito, A. M., Murphy, L., Shoji, M., Del Grosso, P., Kiambuthi, W., 
& et al. (2017). Progress and challenges in developing tiered quality rating and improvement 
systems (TQRIS) in the Round 1 Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) states. 
(NCEE 2018-4003). Washington, DC: National Center for Education Evaluation and Regional 
Assistance.  
 
Los Angeles County (Calif.). Office of Child Care. (2013). Feasibility report on a countywide child 
care rating system. Los Angeles: Los Angeles County, Office of Child Care. 
 
Quick, H., Hawkinson, L. E., Holod, A., Anthony, J., Muenchow, S., Parrish, D., Martin, A., & et al. 
(2016). Independent evaluation of California's Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge quality 
rating and improvement system: Cumulative technical report. Sacramento, CA: California, 
Department of Education. 
 
Soliday-Hong, S., Howes, C., Marcella, J., Zucker, E., & Huang, Y. (2015). Quality Rating and 
Improvement Systems: Validation of a local implementation in LA County and children's school-
readiness. Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 30(1), 227-240. 
 
Tonyan, H. A., Nuttall, J., Torres, J., & Bridgewater, J. (2017). Engaging with quality 
improvement initiatives: A descriptive study of learning in the complex and dynamic context of 
everyday life for family child care providers. Early Education and Development, 28(6), 684-704.  
 
Tout, K., Magnuson, K. A., Lipscomb, S. T., Karoly, L. A., Starr, R., Quick, H., Early, D., & et al. 
(2017). Validation of the quality ratings used in quality rating and improvement systems (QRIS): 
A synthesis of state studies. (OPRE Report No. 2017-92). Washington, DC: U.S. Administration 
for Children and Families, Office of Planning, Research and Evaluation.  
 
Tout, K., Starr, R., Wenner, J., & Hilty, R. (2016). Measures used in quality rating and 
improvement systems (QRIS) validation studies. (OPRE Research Brief No. 2016-110). 
Washington, DC: U.S. Administration for Children and Families, Office of Planning, Research and 
Evaluation.  
 
United States. Department of Education., & United States. Department of Health and Human 
Services. (2016). 2015 progress update: Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge. Washington, 
DC: U.S. Department of Education. 
 

http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/30282
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/30282
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/23477
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/23477
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/23477
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/35201
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/35201
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/35201
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/29872
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/29872
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/33292
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/33292
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/28117
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/28117
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/28117
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/34275
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/34275
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/34275
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/35385
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/35385
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/33389
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/33389
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/32200
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United States. Department of Education., & United States. Department of Health and Human 
Services. (2015). At a glance: The Race to the Top -- Early Learning Challenge year 2014 progress 
report. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education.  
 
United States. Department of Education., & United States. Department of Health and Human 
Services. (2014). Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge: Year two progress report: An 
overview of implementation from the fourteen RTT-ELC states' Annual Performance Reports for 
2013. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education.  
 
Wold and Associates. (2011). Steps to Excellence Project: Pilot process evaluation. Los Angeles: 
Los Angeles County, Office of Child Care. 
 
Wold and Associates. (2013). Steps to Excellence Program (STEP): Evaluation report. Los 
Angeles: Los Angeles County, Office of Child Care. 
 

Zellman, G. L., & Karoly, L. A. (2015). Improving QRISs through the use of existing data: A virtual 
pilot of the California QRIS. Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 30(1), 241-254. 

 
Zepeda, A.  (2015). Directors implement and reflect on a quality rating and improvement system 
(QRIS). Los Angeles, CA: Los Angeles Universal Preschool.  
 
 
 
Colorado 
 
Colorado. Office of the Governor.  (2017). Early Learning Challenge: 2016 annual performance 
report: Colorado. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education.  
 
Colorado. Office of the Governor.  (2016). Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge: 2015 
annual performance report: Colorado. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education.  
 
Colorado. Office of the Governor.  (2015). Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge: 2014 
annual performance report: Colorado. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services.  
 
Colorado. Office of the Governor.  (n.d.). Annual Performance Report: Colorado 2013. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education.  
 
Daily, S., Soli, M., Lin, V., Perkins, V., Bultinck, E., Cleveland, J., & Maxwell, K. (2017). Colorado 
Shines validation study 2015-2017: Final report. (Publication No. 2017-48). Bethesda, MD: Child 
Trends.  
 

http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/30815
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/30815
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/28709
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/28709
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/28709
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/25487
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/29874
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/27483
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/27483
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/33559
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/33559
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/34530
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/34530
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/32273
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/32273
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/30971
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/30971
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/28714
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/36016
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/36016
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Karoly, L. A., Zellman, G. L., & Perlman, M. (2013). Understanding variation in classroom quality 
within early childhood centers: Evidence from Colorado's quality rating and improvement 
system. Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 28(4), 645-657. 
 
LaMonte, L., Lin, V., Soli, M., Daily, S., Cook, M., & Maxwell, K. (2017). Colorado Shines quality 
rating and improvement system: Key stakeholder interview report. (Publication No. 2017-44). 
Bethesda, MD: Child Trends.  
 
Le, V., Schaack, D., & Setodji, C. M. (2015). Identifying baseline and ceiling thresholds within the 
Qualistar Early Learning Quality Rating and Improvement System. Early Childhood Research 
Quarterly, 30(1), 215-226. 
 
Lin, V., & Daily, S. (2017). Colorado Shines quality rating and improvement system: Level 1 
provider survey report. (Publication No. 2017-45). Bethesda, MD: Child Trends.  
 
Moodie, S., Daily, S., Bultinck, E., & Abrams, J. (2017). Colorado Shines quality rating and 
improvement system: Professional Development Information System (PDIS) survey report. 
(Publication No. 2017-43). Bethesda, MD: Child Trends.  
 
Moodie, S., LaMonte, L., Orfali, N., Daily, S., Soli, M., & Maxwell, K. (2017). Colorado Shines 
quality rating and improvement system: Evidence review. (Publication No. 2017-43). Bethesda, 
MD: Child Trends.  
 
Schaack, D. (2008). Lessons learned from the Qualistar rating and improvement system Rand 
validation study. Denver, CO: Qualistar Early Learning. 
 
Soli, M., Bultinck, E., & Daily, S. (2017). Colorado Shines quality rating and improvement system: 
Coaching survey report. (Publication No. 2017-42). Bethesda, MD: Child Trends.  
 
Soli, M., & Daily, S. (2017). ECERS-3/ECERS-R comparability study [Memorandum]. Bethesda, 
MD: Child Trends.  
 
Tarrant, K., & Huerta, L. A. (2015). Substantive or symbolic stars: Quality rating and 
improvement systems through a new institutional lens. Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 
30(1), 327-338. 
 
Tout, K., Starr, R., Wenner, J., & Hilty, R. (2016). Measures used in quality rating and 
improvement systems (QRIS) validation studies. (OPRE Research Brief No. 2016-110). 
Washington, DC: U.S. Administration for Children and Families, Office of Planning, Research and 
Evaluation.  
 
United States. Department of Education., & United States. Department of Health and Human 
Services. (2016). 2015 progress update: Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge. Washington, 
DC: U.S. Department of Education. 

http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/25923
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/25923
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/25923
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/36019
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/36019
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/27486
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/27486
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/36023
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/36023
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/36027
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/36027
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/36027
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/36018
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/36018
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/15731
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/15731
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/36025
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/36025
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/36030
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/28112
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/28112
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/33389
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/33389
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/32200
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United States. Department of Education., & United States. Department of Health and Human 
Services. (2015). At a glance: The Race to the Top -- Early Learning Challenge year 2014 progress 
report. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education.  
 
United States. Department of Education., & United States. Department of Health and Human 
Services. (2014). Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge: Year two progress report: An 
overview of implementation from the fourteen RTT-ELC states' Annual Performance Reports for 
2013. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education.  
 
Zellman, G. L., & Perlman, M. (2008). Child-care quality rating and improvement systems in five 
pioneer states: Implementation issues and lessons learned. (MG-795-AECF/SPF/UWA). Santa 
Monica, CA: Rand Corporation. 
 
Zellman, G. L., Perlman, M., Le, V., & Setodji, C. M. (2008). Assessing the validity of the Qualistar 
Early Learning quality rating and improvement system as a tool for improving child-care quality. 
(MG-650-QEL). Santa Monica, CA: Rand Corporation. 
 
 
 
Delaware 
 
Auger, A., Karoly, L. A., & Schwartz, H. L. (2015). Evaluation of Delaware Stars for Early Success: 
Year 2 report.(RR-1026-DOEL). Santa Monica, CA: Rand Corporation. 
 
Delaware. Department of Education. Office of Early Care and Education. (2008). Delaware Stars 
for Early Success: Phase I report-2007. Dover: Delaware, Department of Education, Office of 
Early Care and Education. 
 
Delaware. Office of the Governor.  (2017). Early Learning Challenge: 2016 final performance 
report: Delaware. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education.  
 
Delaware. Office of the Governor.  (2016). Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge: 2015 
annual performance report: Delaware. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education.  
 
Delaware. Office of the Governor.  (2015). Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge: 2014 
annual performance report: Delaware. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services.  
 
Delaware. Office of the Governor.  (2013). State of Delaware 2012 Early Learning Challenge: 
Year one annual performance report. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education.  
 
Delaware. Office of the Governor.  (n.d.). Annual Performance Report: Delaware 2013. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education.  

http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/30815
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/30815
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/28709
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/28709
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/28709
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/14657
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/14657
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/14305
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/14305
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/14305
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/30094
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/30094
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/19339
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/19339
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/34579
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/34579
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/32275
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/32275
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/30973
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/30973
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/28871
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/28871
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/28716
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Hallam, R. A., Bargreen, K., Fouts, H. N., Lessard, L., & Skrobot, C. (2018). The use of infant 
confinement equipment in community-based child care centers: An analysis of centers 
participating in a statewide quality rating and improvement system. Maternal and Child Health 
Journal, 22(5), 694-701.  
 
Hallam, R. A., Hooper, A., Bargreen, K., Buell, M. J., & Han, M. (2017). A two-state study of 
family child care engagement in quality rating and improvement systems: A mixed-methods 
analysis. Early Education and Development, 28(6), 669-683.  
 
Karoly, L. A., Schwartz, H. L., Setodji, C., & Haas, A. C. (2016). Evaluation of Delaware Stars for 
Early Success: Final report. Santa Monica, CA: RAND Corporation.  
 
Kirby, G., Caronongan, P., Esposito, A. M., Murphy, L., Shoji, M., Del Grosso, P., Kiambuthi, W., 
& et al. (2017). Progress and challenges in developing tiered quality rating and improvement 
systems (TQRIS) in the Round 1 Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) states. 
(NCEE 2018-4003). Washington, DC: National Center for Education Evaluation and Regional 
Assistance.  
 
Mitchell, A. W.  (2013). Modeling quality costs for Delaware Stars: Interim report on program 
costs of quality in centers. Unpublished manuscript.  
 
Schwartz, H. L., Karoly, L. A., Le, V., Tamargo, J., & Setodji, C. M. (2014). Evaluation of Delaware 
Stars for Early Success: Year 1 report. (RR-606-DOEL). Santa Monica, CA: Rand Corporation. 
 
Thornburg, K. R., & Means, K. M. (2013). Delaware Stars: Views from participants. Dover: 
Delaware, Office of Early Learning.  
 
Tout, K., Magnuson, K. A., Lipscomb, S. T., Karoly, L. A., Starr, R., Quick, H., Early, D., & et al. 
(2017). Validation of the quality ratings used in quality rating and improvement systems (QRIS): 
A synthesis of state studies. (OPRE Report No. 2017-92). Washington, DC: U.S. Administration 
for Children and Families, Office of Planning, Research and Evaluation.  
 
Tout, K., Starr, R., Wenner, J., & Hilty, R. (2016). Measures used in quality rating and 
improvement systems (QRIS) validation studies. (OPRE Research Brief No. 2016-110). 
Washington, DC: U.S. Administration for Children and Families, Office of Planning, Research and 
Evaluation.  
 
United States. Department of Education., & United States. Department of Health and Human 
Services. (2016). 2015 progress update: Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge. Washington, 
DC: U.S. Department of Education. 
 
United States. Department of Education., & United States. Department of Health and Human 
Services. (2015). At a glance: The Race to the Top -- Early Learning Challenge year 2014 progress 

https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/35944
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/35944
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/35944
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/34270
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/34270
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/34270
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/32832
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/32832
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/35201
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/35201
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/35201
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/32539
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/32539
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/27769
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/27769
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/32537
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/35385
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/35385
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/33389
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/33389
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/32200
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/30815
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report. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education.  
 
United States. Department of Education., & United States. Department of Health and Human 
Services. (2014). Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge: Year two progress report: An 
overview of implementation from the fourteen RTT-ELC states' Annual Performance Reports for 
2013. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education.  
 
University of Delaware. Delaware Institute for Excellence in Early Childhood. (2008). Delaware 
Stars for Early Success: "Good programs working to become great programs": 2008 report. 
Newark, DE: University of Delaware, Delaware Institute for Excellence in Early Childhood. 
 
 
 
Florida 
 
Baker, S., Spielberger, J., Lockaby, T., & Guterman, K. (2010). Enhancing quality in afterschool 
programs: Fifth-year report on a process evaluation of Prime Time Palm Beach County, Inc. 
Chicago, IL: University of Chicago, Chapin Hall Center for Children. 
 
Caronongan, P., Kirby, G., Malone, L., & Boller, K. (2011). The Child Care Quality Rating System 
(QRS) Assessment: Defining and measuring quality: An in-depth study of five child care quality 
rating and improvement systems. (OPRE Report 2011-29). Washington, DC: U.S. Administration 
for Children and Families, Office of Planning, Research and Evaluation. 
 
Children's Forum. (n.d.). Miami-Dade County Quality Counts workforce study: 2012 update. 
Miami, FL: Children's Trust. 
 
Children's Forum. (n.d.). Miami-Dade County Quality Counts workforce study update: March 
2013. Miami, FL: Children's Trust. 
 
Children's Forum.  (n.d.). Miami-Dade Quality Counts workforce study 2017. Tallahassee, FL: 
Children's Forum.  
 
Children's Forum. (2011). Miami-Dade County Quality Counts workforce study. Tallahassee, FL: 
Children's Forum. 
 
Clements, M. A., & Kalifeh, P. (n.d.). Miami-Dade Quality Counts workforce study: Early care and 
education research to practice brief 2015. Tallahassee, FL: Children's Forum.  
 
Clements, M. A., & Kalifeh, P. (n.d.). Miami-Dade Quality Counts workforce study: Early care and 
education research to practice brief 2016. Tallahassee, FL: Children's Forum.  
 
Clements, M. A., Kalifeh, P., & Grass, S. (2014). Miami-Dade Quality Counts workforce study: 
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